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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, JANUARY, 1947 
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Dollar sales of Canadian retail merchants were 13 per cent higher in January, 
1947 than in January, 1946, a margin of increase which corresponds closely with the 
‘average gain in trading which took place throughout 1946. January sales were 56 per 
cent below the peak volume recorded in December, but this decrease was not unusually 
acute. In fact, the index adjusted for seasonal variations rose to 220.1 in January 
from 212.4 in December. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) 
stood at 181.1 for January, 1947, 160.0 for January, 1946 and 282.2 for December, 
1946. 


January “clearance sales* made their re-appearance as a feature of merchan- 
dising this year after a long absence. There were a number of reasons for this de- 
velopment. Largely it resulted from efforts of retailers to liquidate excess and 
| slow-moving stocks. But it was also prompted to some extent by adverse predictions, 
originating from various sources and widely publicized, regarding prospects for a 
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continuation of the existing high level of consumer purchasing. Among the more 
prominent trades employing “clearance sales" effectively in January were ladies’ wear 
shops and department stores. 


| As a result of the sales promotion which they carried out, women's apparel 
shops experienced the largest increase of any trade during the month under review. 
Sales were up 26 per cent above January a year ago. Activity in family clothing 
stores was also pronounced in January and sales for that kind of business rose 20 per 
cent over January of last year. Sales of footwear, which gained momentum in the late 
months of 1946, extended their increases still further in January when sales were 22 
per cent above January a year &£0o 
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Department stores maintained the sales expansion rate which they have exe 
hibited over the past several months, January sales being 20 per cent ahead of those 
for January a year ago. A 33 per cent increase for the departmental firms in Quebec 
province was outstanding. Sales of country general stores have been increasing at @ 
slow but steady rate in recent months and showed advancement of 8 per cent in January. 
Weather is an influential factor and the severity of the winter this year may account — 
for the relatively small gains which occurred in some sections of the country. 


The much greater sales increases for certain of the non-durable goods stores 
did not seriously retard the rate of increase for durable goods outlets. Radio and 
electrical stores reported a substantial volume of business and sales were higher by 
61 per cent in January this year compared with last. The increase in sales of hard= 
ware stores was more moderate in January than has been usual of late, but was still 
appreciable at 16 per cent over January 4 year ago The narrowing margin of increase 
for jewellery stores has been in evidence for the past few months but sales for the 
trade remain at a very high level. 


The increases of 10 per cent for food stores and 4 per cent for restaurants 
are consistent with the average trend in sales for these two trades in recent months. 
Price 10 cents 


-2- ee, 
n increase of 1l per cent in sales for January, — 
Sales of furriers, which had shown a tendency “#4 


a to advertising promotion in Janu-— 


Chain candy stores reported e@ 
1947 over the same month a year ago. 
to taper off in the last month of 1945, responde 
ary and increased 44 per cent over January, 1946. 


Department Store Sales for Selected Departments 
epee 


Rapid increases in sales of the durable househola goods departments and in 
hardware continued throughout January. Sales of women's and children's apparel, 
particularly in those departments handling outerwear, hosiery and gloves, recorded / 
notable gains during the month under review. Shoe departments enjoyed another sub=- © 
stantial increase of 21 per cent in January. 


Revision To Design of Monthly Report 


The content of the tables of this report has been considerably reduced this 
month and it is hoped that the new design will render the report more useful for 
reference purposes. Percentage changes for the various trades in different regions 
of the country have been incorporated into the first table along with the percentage 
changes for Canada. It is felt that this will give opportunity for a better visual 
examination of the overall trends across the country. Material which was formerly 
repeated from month to month has also been eliminated from the regular tables of the 
report which contain the indexes of sales. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, and for Regions, by Kinds cf Rusiness 
Comparisons are based on dollar sales. No BPP 
corrections have been made for price changes. ) 


January, 1947 Compared With 


Jan. |Dec. 
1941 }1946 January, 1546 


Kind of Business 


CANADA 


GRYRRAT.. INDEX s..<.s.0% eocccccces! +79.8] -35. 8 


General Merchandise Groups 
Country General Stores ...cccsscee +77.2| -33.5 
Department Stores ssseeceeesseccce| +7720 -49.44 
Waclety Stores wsccssnessasseseces| +65.2) -64.4 


Food Group: 
Food Stores Gee at eTh ee a ele p te tetOlo. 6! ele 6 « +70.7 0 
Re “ous s Se ccley ec ceeiecescet +9108) = 4 


te ee 


Clothing Group: 
Family Clothing Stores. ...ceccceece| +110.2) -4 
Men's Clothing Stores ..cscceseses| +71.6) <5 
Women's Clothing Stores .....eee00)+112.1! -4 
PROTO Aeieisiw ne W disease dies eevcecl +80, 5). -54,. 


+26-1f +19 [431 +25 +22 | +30> 
+21.5[+ 7 [+25 +22 +25 | +20 


Household and Personal Effects Group: 


Drug Stores seeeesesseccecevsvesee| +7008) -32.1)+ 3.21- 2 4 + 

PUPTAGUPS QELOred 6.0 ces ees coece cect +112,6 -16.9) +21.4} +22 ad : F 7 
SOMONE OE -6c.c canes scleed cecec +129.4) -35.81+15.94+16 }4+17 +14 +20 b F 
Jewellery Stores LOdSie ca Belmas si om +89.4 -74.6 + 4,9 - 7 +28 - 2 . 
Radio and pflectrical Stores ....., +11C.6} -27.61+61.0) +57 1+60 +7) e <a 


(a) Based on sales inc uding e Federal T 
ae ax intro 94 
(ob) Change of hess than 1 per cent. ice 
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CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 


{Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General Country “ 
Year and Month Index General Department Variety 
| Lo DRIED. Lie cA, wd A B A B 
RONUS TY Se UG 1 es bec 5s ) 1OCy 7 LoL. 5 83.9 108.3 93.1 123.5 96.9 151.4 


January, 1943 .occove 128.9 155.2 109.7 143.4 107.8 148.1 128.4. 195.2 
January, 1945 coccove 142.8 174.7 126.6 165.5 TAe6D lou ek 139.9 ,2cleo 
January, 1946 .o.ccee 160.0 196.1 137.6 179.4 137.0 182.4 144.1 227.7 


December, 1946 .s.ecce 282.2, 21264 22507 191.6 82507 203802 449.4 234.6 
January, 1947 .ccceccc TOUei (ees: 148.7 192.3 164.8 218.6 160.1 249.0 


arenes 


a 


Family Men's (a) 
| Year and Month Food es cannenee Clothing Clothing |. 
A B A B A B er h B 
January, 1941). .cc. ee 118.0 122.0 103.0 108.3 B2s0)° T1967 92.1 121.8 


January, 1943 .occcce 154.7 156.9 153.8 163.4 PiGaG? YO «7 107.5 143.8 
January, 1945 .wececoce 166.2 176.6 7 179.0 163854 124.1 184.5 118.6 167.6 
January, 1946 .ercecce 182.4 192.4 190.35 199.6 144.2 214.1 141.3 199.3 


December, 1946 ...e.2 224.6 208.9 . 20559 200.7 ° 336.0 


AAG), $46.6 “2 Gii7 
January, 1947 wcoccce 201.4 207 04 TO7.6) 206.6 i CeOee CoO 6c WESSHRIOL § FAD oA 
a Women's ,* riers” 

Year and Month Grothin Shoes Drugs Furniture 
Serpe res A B A B A B 

January, 1941 ...2.-, S80) Vaan 14 ON LOL 6 Paco Wea 83.5 124.9 

January, 1943 ..cscoe WPayatey ATs) 5/3} OG to Oc Poles) 59.5 UA Te PUREST 

January, 1945 .....06 Mill Usksete) sie) Nea NG LO ae WOORU UES. 


January, 1946 .cocceoe 148.8 207.3 £10.09 19762 195.2 207.5 14.569 (22004 


December, 1946 seco. 334.1 224.0 29205 218.3 296.9 259.8 215.2 184.6 


January, 1947 eccocces 18707 258.5 16356000185..7 BO lib E22 Teameiegl red, eeaees 

(b) Radio and 

Year and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical 

A B A B A B 
January, 1941 cevsoce 8002 131.1 —O505. 151.0 111.5 13324 
January, 1943 ...sc0e 95.0 158.4 120.3 175.3 112.2 139.6 
January, 1945 ccessee 120.1 200.2 149.9 210.0 97.9 9 T1721 
January, 1946 ...cce. 158.7 26304 168.8 236.5 145.8 1744 
December, 1946 ccccce 286.6 263.9 698.0 274.9 324.4 254.5 
January, 1947 .ssecos 184.0 302.0 177.1 248.1 234.8. 280.8 


{a) includes men's furnishings. _ . 


(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


a oe 
s - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Region 
: (Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General Country Depart- Restau- Family 


i d 
Year and Month Index aa ued at Variety Foo rant _ Clothing 


Maritime Provinces 


January, 1941 ccccoee 167.6 89e2 98.4 110.8 116.4 To20L 55.1 


January, 1946 .occeee 182.6 168.0 130.3 158.0 208 .6 219.3 160.0 
December, 1946 ....-. 32709 251.6 339.6 526 08 246 4 22907 435.9 © 

January, 1947 .cecsecc 193.4 182.1 148.9 163.7 214.3 208.3 199.38 | 
Blaze ah ah I Ne ee ARS ETE DOT ir oO Occ 

| Quebec / 

January, TO41 e@een8e eo 100.8 88.1 TO2.0 163.0 1i6.5 [06.8 Lb eS 

January, 1946 ....... 157.3 135.2 137.9 170.5 181.4 191.4 133.7 

December, 1946 ...ee. 275.0 220.9 369.4 485.6 220.4 207.8 34107 

January, 1947 ..cceoee 183.4 151.0 184.0 190.0 204.2 203.1 165.5 

; Ontario 

January, T54T e#ooeoeceo 107.8 8607 9255 04.3 122-1 102.0 B609 

January, 1946 ...c.eo 158.1 134.3 135.0 132.6 183.4 186.7 140.9 

December, 1946 ...... 284.5 204.6 318.2 426.4 © 228.9 194.9 294.1 

January, 1947 eooeeoe od 180.5 ae Se GOST: UW A fee: 5 20457 192.8 162.0 

Prairie Provinces 

January, 1941 eoeceo0 69.5 76.2 : 87.6 90.6 44 ° ° 

January, 1946 ....ee0. 153.7 125.9 134.8 138.8 169.5 190.2 164.7 

December, 1946 ...... 266 .4 223 02 501.2 439.5 pie ek 213.8 $5702 

January, 1947 c..ceee 178.7 130.5 159.7 160.5 184.7 194.8 195.7 

a British Columbia 

January, eoaeooeoe ° eo of ° Bis , o fe) 

Weney LOG 4.25.6. 167.4 149.7 151.5 12003 173.2  “Aeeet 145.5 
December, 1946 ...... 295.8 235.5 347.8 596 02 213.2 216.4 566.7 


January, 1947 ..csece 191.5 165.2 177.0 134.6 186.7 203 .6 T7122 
° ° 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 


Figures for 


e@ current year are subject to final revision 


SSS SES eS SE eee SS SS SS 


Men's(a) Women's 


Clothing Clothing Shoes 


Drugs 


Furniture 


Hardware 


aes Radio and 
Jewellery piectrical 


eae SE A ER IE RS A TIED 


Maritime Provinces 


112.0 127.4 86.9 9001 126.4 128.6 

220.4 187.3 133.3 222.0 193.0 157.5 244 4 165.5 

466.9 419.1 561.8 35902 538.0 303 09 943.3 405.0 

204.5 222 4 142.8 218.4 234.6 183.3 228 04 259.09 
Quebec 


a Oe 2 a ° ° = oO. és ° 45 84. | 
103.95 110.4 85.2 207.8 VO3ic2 162.9 142.8 5500 
289.5 298.5 260.0 258.7 196.2 242.5 628.8 anal 
119.4 144.7 106.7 Z1Oeo . 134.5 189.9 182.3 245.4 
Ontario 
° ° o| ° ° 85.9 56 4 109.8 
USS e2 163.0 109.8 IskOiS 149.2 146.5 16Ziee LEGioe: 
$73.8 S61 67 Salala(@) 27901 195.3 269.6 668.7 PAL eS) 
165.0 204.2 134.1 188.2 velo 167.6 159.4 198.1 
Prairie Provinces 
79.5 Biel 7805 hicee 78.8 7301 feta 3 eee 105.0 
169.9 143.1 131.6 196.2 206.6 163.0 199.6 rAilstes il 
302 06 288.3 199.9 Segoe Le6ra $2565 745.8 268.7 
168.6 174.4 NGS ae 203.1 Caco 197.0 199.3 282.6 
British Columbia 
° ° o4 08 : ‘o ° DAG 122.3 
151.4 Get 5 148.2 229.4 200.0 197.3 164.9 165.0 
$27.9 - 325.8 329.0 382.5 288.8 SESc0 757.0 $64 4 
176.4 2dloo MYM foe) 241.7 248.35 21759 __ 177.0 298.1 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 


(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


- January, January , 
1946 1947 1947/1946 

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..cocssccccccces 24,169,559 28 ,889 ,520 +19.5 
1. Women's dresses, coats and SUITS ceocsceccroce 25007 ,408 3,269,400 +288 
2. Girls! and infants! wear cececscccevcccec00c0e 661,717 TS ,668 +16,9 
3. Hosiery and gloves .eceecccesssccescscveeccccs 747,168 1,071,015 443.35 
SM ientke taut Maresbatencéss+e.assdeserdeqcvess  982)874 1,008;028 + 707 
5. Millinery wecososccccccsccccecccvscccs0es00000 194 ,226 210,309 + 8.3 
6. Women's and children's apparel + (Total, 1-5). 5,073,388 6,329,010 +2407 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings .-ce. 2,040,586 | 2,616 ,062 +11.8 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..o | 846 ,026 877,836 + 307 
ig MEAS (BUONE cevicccecoccegetisveceovooseesceseeooe Bd45,706 2,;TLh, G42 +15.9 
SU 2 ee eer ee ee oe ee S72.,998 1,067 7025 + 9.8 
Bee thOGG A Kindred products... .seccecceecweweceee - 220,197 2,789 ,433 +10.6 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,763,094 2,083 ,858 +182 
TS Home Furnishings ocecccccccccsesescovescecece 1,613,868 250673951 +28.1 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies . 621,651 958 ,737 +5402 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils .cccceccoccccccces 991,675 1,226 ,092 +236 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 358 ,186 716,180 +99.9 
17. Shoes and piher EOOUMOEY Sac uicic'vaian sudhilee oie 1,431,096 1,754 ,193 +27..2 
18. Stationery, books and magazines ....cccccccece 550 ,348 564 ,322 + 2.6 
19. All other departments, total eeeresccosccscvce 25758,920 3,141,289 414.7 


om Sow 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


January, 1946 and January, 1947 


These figures are derive 


rom a sample of repor 


ng companies and are not to be 


interpreted as total department store sales. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, FEBRUARY, 1947 
(1935=1939=100) 


Retail sales continued at a high level in February when consumer expendi« 
tures for merchandise were 10 per cent greater than in February, 1946. The average 
gain in sales for the first two months of this year over last amounted to 11 per 
cent, January results having shown an increase of 13 per cent. These increases are 
in terms of dollar sales without allowance for price changes. The Bureau's retail ° ~ 
price indexes indicate that prices were approximately 9 per cent higher in the early 
months of this. year compared with last. This suggests little change in the physical 
quantities of goods marketed in retail establishments between the first two months of 
1946 and 1947. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-19392100) stood at 183.3 for 
February, 1947, 167.1 for February, 1946 and 181.1 for January, 1947. 


The adjusted index of retail sales, in moving from 220.2 in January, 1947 
to 233.6 in February of this year, was established at the highest peak yet attained. 
All groups, with the exception of drugs, furniture and jewellery stores, showed an 
upward movement in the adjusted index between January and February. Differences in 
numbers of business days and normal seasonal variations are taken into account in 
arriving at these results. 


A flurry of buying activity in the various apparel trades which featured 
the January business was revealed as a temporary condition. February sales increases 
for these stores were of more moderate proportions. Jewellery store sales dipped 
sharply in February compared with the same month a year ago. Increases in sales for 
other types of retail outlets, while they varied widely in extent, were nevertheless 
fairly consistent with the characteristic pattern in recent months. 


Sales volume increased in all five economic regions of the country, but the 
upward trend was more pronounced in Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia than in the 
Prairie Provinces and the Maritime Provinces. 


In the Maritime Provinces, sales for many trades, particularly those deal- 
ing in durable goods, marked up gains which compared favourably with increases else- 
where. The 13 per cent increase in sales of shoe stores was also quite impressive. 
However, sharp declines in certain specialty establishments, notably restaurants and 
men's wear shops, together with a moderation in the sales expansion of department 
stores in that part of the country, had the effect of reducing the average gain to 3 
per cent. 


There was a very marked disturbance to the recent pattern of sales move- 
ments in the Prairie Provinces. Department stores, food stores, and radio and elec- 
tricel stores maintained strong increases which contrasted with declines in certain 
of the apparel trades and even in some of the durable goods stores such as hardware 
and furniture. 
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Chain candy stores reported an increase of 10 per cent in Sales for 
y, 1947 over the same month a year ago, and were up by the same amount 
us .ry-February comparison. Sales of furriers increased 16 per cent in February, 


1947 over February, 1946. 
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Department Store Sales for Selected Departments 
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7 : Coa 
‘evs The review of sales by departments reveals that durables continue to | 
show more prominent gains than non-durables. The gain in sales of ladies' apparel — 
_ departments was reduced from 25 per cent in January to 14 per cent in February, 
and there was a corresponding reduction in the extent of the increases for foot-— 
wear. Sales of piece goods and smallwares departments were substantially higher 
in February this year than last, increases being in the vicinity of 19 per cent 
in each case. 
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. DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
February, 1946 and February, 1947 
These figures are derived from a sample 0 reporting companies and are not to be — 
interpreted as total department store sales. 


% Change, 
1947/1946 


February ; 
1947 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS 2.--sccecsceesees 29,423,927 54,444,588 +1761 | 
a dnrcaccnte and HEE Voces ee Rees Estee r116  35520,203 +15.0_ | 
2. Girls! and infants! wear .secoccsccsscerccoseces 995,311 1,157,594 +16.3 4 
3. Hosiery and gloves c.secsscocsseccesocosecoces 1,147,549 1,282 ,681 +11.8 
4. Lingerie and corsets ccscercoscesceosrrsoceces 1,239,024 1,400 ,297 +13.0 | 

Se Millinery .-cecccesececsccsssvccencvscrercenss 246 ,738 270 , 562 + 9.7 | 
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Totel, 1-5). 6,692,738 7,633,567 +14.1 | 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 2,864,508 3,211,501 +1Eel, | 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations oe. 879,573 920,841 + 4.7 | 
9. Piece ZOOdS .evccecesescccesecccecscscccscesce S110 5446 5,284,119 +18.4 q 

MD IMETOR soc fv d Wis ad mass Vice ep desincnecoewsems 2,066,645 , 1,2615260 4#19.1 

Pie Pood BNO Kindred Products .caccvecscvccasasse« 254897 ,829 2,784,377 #11,9 

12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 2,216,800 2,591,809 +16.9 

25s Home Tornishings cscecesccevvcocscscscvesesses 250607 ,682 2,974,535 +25.6 

14. Household appliances and electrical supplies . 884 ,988 Vy 286,210 +45.3 

15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ......ecccsecess 1,293,826 1,586,916 422.7 

16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 500 ,236 816 ,638 463.3 

17. Shoes and other footwear ..ccccescsccseeeesees 1,654,580 1,856,427 +12.2 

18. Stationery, books and magazines ..cecccccccees 599 ,937 612 ,306 ee aceal 
bee ait Cuner departments, total ..eseccecccccccce 5,148,939 3,624,082 #15.1 


CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales = (Average for 1935=1939'= 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General / Country 


Year and Month Index General Department Variety 
A B B A B A B 
February, 1941 20. 99.8 126.4 Sa,0) 110,8 94.8 126.1 10378 1536 
February, 1943 ... 129.4 164.0 110.2 .149,1 116.2.- 154.5 139.1-.. 206,060 
February, 1945 ... 146.7 185.6 T2706 ‘L724 UGlsinr4, | Altshbes@ 151.0 223.6 
February, 1946 ... Lo? sae = 21267 140.2 188.4 UG Zeome LO 157.6 233.4 
January, 1947 .oo6 Vere 22052 14952"" 155.0 165.17 2193) 159.9 24827. 
February, 1947 ... 183.3 253.6 US007 coces aI Tl ZAG 2e, Jt L7OeS -25o64 
, dens” Family ~+~*Men's(a) 
Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing 
A B A B A B A B 
February, 1941 ... Lien le vac Stealer MURS Stes MAIR 82.0 138.8 
February, 1943 ... 4 Bre OleOle 4: 149.1. 168.9 EUG OnMLT Dee Leth Le? 
February, 1945 ... Versd  he2eo 171.4 194.0 127.1 196.4 WA STO 
February, 1946 ... LOSu2+ +1983 L829 ees ..9 154.3 238.4 16069 .256,.0 
January, 1947 sso. AOI Mey AAOWPSG: 196.0 204.9 ALAS, Syne LOGed elle 
February, 1947 ... 198.5 216,1 Lees oI eOle. VWG5.4° 9 255. 5 WSS IES alent, 
Women's F 
Veousend.wonth Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture 
Be SR Soke = ey Wr, te ey eee ee A B 
February, 1941 ... 8OV9' 159,17 64,9 109.8 LIZ, 8. 124.8 LO7.7 VS8isO 
February, 19435 ... Lele. 202.0 LB6. 5. ZUG S 148.8). 165.1 94,2 120.8 
February, 1945 ... LES ew 108.7, 1837. 167.2 186.1 112.4 144.1 
February, 1946 ... USSecem eee UG el = L9Ge8 185.4 205.7 LSSehe eo es 
January, 1947 soe. 1865 Sr 25629 SA OMB red ZOZeor te oe 6 UGOn eeaOee 
February, 1947 .o.« L69e6) 269.9 UNG AOE 190.9, 211.8 179.6 coOne 
(b) Radio and 
Year and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical 
A B A B A B 
February, 1941 .+% TAS Cie VAWOW 93,..0 LGSi6 5 LOT ei, 139.6 
February, 1943 ... Hlth Abts, 128.4 184.3 LOSe.L 133.5 
February, 1945 .e. VEO. Se Clb eG 168.1 241.4 Oe nt 120.1 
February, 1946 ... Givi, WS Ge) 196.4 Boral) enero) 196.3 
January, 1947 cove IMSS Got KORG LH ols 248.8 34.1 280.0 
February, 1947 ... 185.4 339.7 IO ff 246 6 254.1) $03 04 


(a) Includes men's 
(b) Based on sales 


ac A RE A A I 


furnishings. 


including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


(a) An error in the compilation of the preliminary index for January was detected 
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Maritime Provinces 


na 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 © 193 
revision 


Figures for the current year are subject to P 
BA ing 
| | . tau=- Family 
General Country. Depart- oe Food Res ly | 
ip ee sagan Inder... General... nent, bes. rant Clothing 


be em SE Eee ne 


ebruary, ane alia G 9550 io HO0.6M, i Lettie ll lol @ elon 861 


February, 1946 .... 189.7 170.0 178.1 Ligee 201.0 ele. 189.7 
January, 1947 woove 194.1 186.5 148.9 160.9 214.0 207 09 199.1 
February, 1947 .... 196.1 180.1 188.2 LT Teed 20907 196.5 184.5 
: Quebec 
February, 1941 oooe 101.1 64.9 9508 10604 T1704 T0201 78.1 
February, 1946 .... 165.8 136.0 168.4 UT Del 186.4 180.5 154.0 
January, 1947 wee 182.5 150.3 182.9 19.6) 203.5 19951 161.6 
February, 1947 ..-- 186.0 147.8 204.9 200.5 203.8 182.9 172.35 
Ontario 
February, TOEL easy LUlee 4. 5. 9. : ° of. 
February, 1946 eoeo 163.7 155.0 PO? oa! 148.2 VSD a! LTT 20 12751 
January, 1947 ese. 18009 147.4 160.8 147.0 204.9 193.0 164.0 
February, 1947 woo. 182.1 Bee ok 193.3 PoUeo. 198.4 isu beat 136.9 
Prairie Provinces 
February, 1941 oco°o 88.7 ° eet a: 104.3 92.9 64.0 
February, 1946 .... 161.6 131.3 L520 LDGeie 170.0 186.5 184.3 
“ganvary, 1947 ..... 171.07) 131.1 161.2 160.1 «186.2 19304 194.9 
pepruary, 1947 .... 172.3 136.35 174.01 158.6 186.6 180.1 191.3 
British Columbia 

eoruary, eace ° 84. ° ° Ole 8bs r) 
February, 1946 e@oce i he LS 151.5 nS Os & 136.6 Nie? ores. ~ L726 
January, 1947 ..... 190.9 162.5 tees 134.8 TS Ag) 199.1] 168.3 
February, 1947 .... 196.4 164.8 196.9 Leo 186.3 186.9 187.6 


9 = 100) 


hae 


following publication of the January bulletin, which accounts for 


; the extensive 
revision to this index. 


eo JT w 


unad jpe kee Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions = ee for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 
Figures for the current year are su ject inal revision 


', | 
Men's(a)} Women's (b) Radio and 


Clothing Clothing Furniture Hardware Jewellery Blectrical 
_—— 


Shoes Drugs 


Maritime Provinces 


06 . 4.6 4.0 ae 98.4 80. BOR SGuee 
220.5 194.6 uZ26..0 208.6 190.2 146.0 Mas P5000 
209.6 22504 147.5 Gian 244.0 183.4 226.9 255.4 
193.4 PROVES 142..9 210.8 256 06 L629 256 4 GoGo 

Quebec 
Die oe ba.4 nia 3 ale uly O06 o 
Laat 152.9 86.8 L902 sea 156.6 162.6 Liviee 
WLP) 142.7 106.0 212.8 Osis 191.6 Ovens 268.6 
TObe2 148.0 90.1 194.3 160.6 198.4 LG 2a 24-586. 
Ontario 

Bible 80.5 64.4 Sigal To. ierete 95.1 107.6 
LV OS 16050 AVE see LR 1540 Oe O 195.4 12932 
ISLA, 204.2 134.9 188.6 185.0 IN TAOE Yh 162.6 199.5 
171.4 7 Sel 111.4 179.4 LCi SOS 163.8 210.4 

Prairie Provinces 

71.8 ei a RIS A Toe.) 3 9603 liso 83.95 TOlae 
193.5 Loree 142.6 Cte 19560 196.5 2Eone Te2ek 
PGi ob 7067, 160.4 2042 PINS) 196.9 201 .4 285.8 
tate) 160.6 128.4 193.0 e265 194.0 174.5 261.9 

British Columbia 

(Oe 82.2 tiga Sis SRSA! 86.0 OTS) 116.0 
Hapa Oye ff LG Gre 202. 7 Dil hale 207.8 220.6 196.1 16765 
180.9 PAPAS AN 156.0 242.6 247.9 Pate sre Ney 297.7 
218.9 PROS Gs 218.6 229.6 CLos9 Pua Als Ike ea 268.2 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 


(>) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, MARCH, 1947 
(1935-1939=100) 


The trend of consumer expenditures in Canada's retail stores remained upward 
during March when sales increased 6 per cent over March a year ago. While the level 
of trading remains high and continues on the upgrade, a tendency for retail business 
to level off has been in evidence in recent months, sales in January and February 
having shown increases of 13 and 10 per cent respectively. The average gain in sales 
for the first quarter of this year over last amounted to 9 per cent. 


Consumer reaction to increasing prices may be cited as a partial explanae- 
tion for the loss in momentum of retail sales, but the fact that government payments 
in the form of grants and gratuities to ex-service personnel were more substantial at 
this time last year is also an important factor to be considered. 


Unadjusted indexes of sales (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 223.2 for 
March, 1947, 210.3 for March, 1946 and 183.2 for February, 1947. 


Five of the fourteen trades comprising the monthly series showed sales de- 
clines in March of this year compared with last. It is remarkable, too, that some of 
the five are among those which should normally benefit from Easter trade of which a 
larger portion was attributable to March this year than last because of the earlier: 
date of Easter. Thus, three of the four apparel trades did a smaller volume of busi- 
ness this year, while the fourth, men's wear stores, enjoyed only a fractional margin 
of increase. Weather conditions in March a year ago were generally more favourable 
for retail shopping than was the case this year, which may account partially for the 
moderation in sales expansion. Restaurants and jewellery stores, whose sales volumes | 
have shown noticeable signs of weakening in recent months, were others mares reported 
reduced sales this March compared with last. 


Although the general ipeleces of sales in the Maritime Provinces fell 1 per 
event below that for March, 1946, other sections of the country reported increases in 
the general level of retail trading. British Columbia was in the lead with an 11 per 
cent increase, while the remaining divisions had increases which were in the vicinity 
of the overall 6 per cent increase for the country. 


Declines were prominent among the percentage changes for individual trades 
in various parts of the country. In the Maritime Provinces, department stores and 
durable household goods stores reported fairly large increases in volume of business, 
but most other specialty stores lost ground and decreases ran as high as 31 per cent 
for jewellery stores. Sizable reductions in dollar sales of the apparel trades were 
apparent. In British Columbia, apparel trades did not experience the same reductions 
as elsewhere, and the increases for certain other trades such as country general 
stores, variety stores and hardware stores were more substantial than in other areas. 


Price 10 cents 


-2- | # 


wee te ne 


x bee 
Chain candy stores reported an increase of 12 per cent in sales for Marc. 
1947 over the same month a year ago, and were up by 11 per cent in the quarterly — % 
comparison. Sales of furriers increased 12 per cent in March of this year over last. _ 


Department Store Sales for Selected Departments 
ng Department store sales of all types of merchandise were higher in March 

this year than last and, for certain departments such as hone furnishings, household 
appliances, radio and music, and stationery, increases exceeded 20 per cent. Sales” 
of food departments have been expanding steadily in recent months and the gain reached 
15 per cent in March, the price factor doubtless accounting for much of this increase. 
Gains were considerably reduced in March for the apparel, footwear, furniture and = 
hardware departments. ‘se 


The quarterly comparison of sales by departments is included in this issue. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


March, 1946 and March, 1947 


(1) 


Fron a sample of reporting to be 
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not 


interpreted as total department store 


sales. 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .s-ceececesercsce 41,320,211 46,354,557 


Women's dresses, coats and SUITS ceccceersece> 
Girls! and infants! wear cescoeccceccceccceere 
Hosiery and gloves cesceccsceseccccvscvecveeres 
Lingerie and corsets cssccoccecccvccscccsceces 
Millinery ..ccccccvccccccccoccvacscscosccccccs 
Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). 
Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings ...+. 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .oec 
PLECE ZOOdS cecceecevescvscccvevcecescvccesece 
SMALIWAPES cccccencenesccccsenavscccccceesescs 
Pood Gee Kindred DPROUUCCS 1 <cisndas ane see besin<.e 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 
Oe, APU LEI LNEE Va sia nin ove om « o aie wie civ u's oe bare 0.8 0 6 
Household appliances and electrical supplies . 
Hardware and kitchen utensils ..cccccccccccess 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 
Shoes and other footwear ...eccccssvivedeceers 
Stationery, books and magazines .eccsceseccces 


All other departments, total wie 6ale).selete s.aiovets S 6 


5,424,558 
1,951,499 
1,439,692 
1,631,641 


564 ,331 


4.5665 ,922 
1,007,800 
3,230,946 
1,306 ,616 
2,895,144 
2,808 ,961 
2,915,531 
1,096 ,891 
2,112,806 

558 ,077 
2,948 ,965 

612,299 


4,248 ,532 


5,765,206 
2,112 5526 
1,602,143 
1,702 ,555 


617,917 


10,911,721 11,799,227 


5,106 ,848 
1,029,859 
3,703 ,433 
1,525,354 
5 326 ,096 
3,105,476 
3,620,354 
1,579,168 
2,258 ,827 

848,733 
3,117,138 

743 ,823 


4,595,021 


% Change, 
1947/1946 


+12.2 


+ Dee & 
+ 8.1 
+ 9.4 
+e a 
+14.6 
+16.7 
+14.9 
+1026 
+2402 
+44.0 
$1 6a7 
+52.1 
+ 5.7 


+21.5 


+ 8.2 


(1) Revised since publication of the preliminary report on department store sales. 


CANADA = Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
Ae Unad justed. Bo Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 


{Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General ~ Country : 
Year and Month Index General Department Variety 
| oe oe; 
March;clo4l p.cccese Live) lesso 95,0 Ill. Lll.6" 125,0> els 1eOee 
MARU L945 «ceases 149.0 163.9 123.7 145.4 145.4 164.3 153.5 198.8° 
March; 1945 ..ccccsc 194.3 201.9 158.2 179.6 200.5 215.5 208.6 234.4 
March, 1946 ...ecee 210.3 229.2 168.9 197.3 22262 258.7 LSS 59: “2a oe 
Feprugry,,... 047 “se vse 183.2 233.4 LONe 20660: + ESI ET 2oeee 169.9 251.6 
MA Clige EOS! .«.cie%-cle'ss 22500 238.6 178.4 209.3 249.8 274.5 208.0 255.1 
ee A NS yea 
r “Family Men's(a) 
Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing 
A B. A B nN B A B 
March, 1941 eeoceeeod 132.7 126.9 ae Pe T15.9 T0226 122.9 105.0 130.6 
Hareh,- 1945 cccecsvo 166.1 163.3 Wiles, Ut2e%s- 336.0 169.3 157.0 170.6 
Barc 194 Sei See's 201.2 188.3 196.0 196.4 21761 2286 207.0. 218.8 
Marely,” 1946 sccccces 213.5 LOTSG 209007 “2lo.6t Zedeo, 2tGel 22069 262.1] 
February, 1947 cececoc 198.0 215.6 183.3 207.5 166.1 256.7 167.0 265.8 
March, 1947. sscesece 228 ol 215.0 204.9 209.4 22508 252.0 222 04 24204 
Women's pia ee fake : 
Year and Month Clothin Shoes Drugs er sny eS 
Tee A B A B Ses: 
Marit; L041 use sieles’s ¢ 114.7 135.7 Soiscue abe ec 123.7 125.6 119.8 139.6 
March, 1943. secssces 155.6 189.2 Aol Re wen ee Aes) 159.6 162.6 113,€@ 1350.6 
March, 1945 ..cccese 259.5 260.7 226.0 243.2 188.4 186.5 144.0 166.5 
Marchige 1 94.6 :eecwre-eee 255.8 502.8 215.2 284.6 E99..7 200.9 195.9 224.9 
February, 1947 ..ccco LV7Os2 270.8 LI7.9 199.4 191.4 212.3 181.4 2352.5 
March, 1947 cescsces 248.5 275.8 186.1 227.1 21069 Sle ee 221.0 254.6 


(b) Radio and 


Year and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical 

A B A is: ek B 
Marcmseletl “acaceces ~~ LOR LS 1 g4Le Beloses: 141.¢ 119sb | 15068 
March, 1943’ ......¢0 17 Te ELS, 144.6) 162.1 111.2 125.6 
March, 1945 cecccece 167.4.) 230.) 204.3 26702 Jil? . 130.4 
March, 1946 wccccece 21727 * 1500.4 220.9 288.9 191.3 223.3 
February, 1947 coovs 185.3 339.5 168.8 242.4 232.8 301.7 
March, 1947 ..ecccoe 234.8 321.6 102-9. 25248) 269.0. 514.0 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(t) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1959 = 100 
Igures for the current year are subject to final revision 


ad 5 


General Country Depart- Restau- Family 


od . 
Index General ment WeCL Sree rant Clothing 


Year and Month 


Maritime Provinces 
minal ....... loses | OOel ldeo 1? toe .0 129.6 162.9 105.1 


March, 1946 .e.cvecs 2a5e F 189.3 263.5 230.4 C2lel 250.2 264.4 
Fevruary, 1947 .weoe 196.9 179.7 188.2 176.1 211.6 Poise 186.8 
March, 19487 os sice's 25508 191.4 287.6 210.3 22906 22805 22209 
TT TR LS i 
Quebec 
March, 1941 0900000 121.6 4 4 ° Ze ° 505 105.9° 
March, 1946 2.000 21769 LBZ aif. 200028 235.6 219.0 208.2 26 Led 
February, 1947 ...-. 186.0 148.3 204.9 199.7 205.9 182.5 Laem 
Marc (U94 7 -. sie veces 25507 189.4 VASMAEN 25lL 69 254.9 199.8 263.4 
Ontario. 
Mirch, 1071 .:..,... 120.6 97,0 Wiest. -J17.6 ~ 135,3°“114.0.. “leew 
March; LUdG «cases ee 203.9 165.5 202 .4 186.2 211.4 203.4 190.7 
February , 1947 2e00 181.5 152.7 193.4 ; 158.9 197.4 180.6 136.8 
Marche vaso 0 cs ees 214.7 Lidet Bevee 192.4 2272-9 201.35 183.2 
LL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL AL LL LLL LL LLL LL ALLA LCD ADL LO AL LL I AOE IAL A OS A A I 
Prairie Provinces 
Waren, foal ...ceae lee D Shia  LUd ce hlO ge a CLs b> ol Ut enone Cae 
March; W946 <csecve 204.6 L512 224.5 ab AY? 205.5 Co ee 240.3 
February, 1947 .... piel Pay Le reo 174.2 158.5 186.2 LB2a5 190.9 
March, 1947 ocecees Claes 162.6 DoD eo 197.2 ee se olcatl Para SRS) 
British Columbia 
Marc 3 4. e@ecoevose 1 ° °& ° 5s vv ° ° ° 
March  HL946 .ésssee a Te LL: HiSek Bol eo 152.0 B02 61 195.4 189.2 
February, 1947 .... 196.3 164.5 196.9 150.6 186.4 186.0 183.9 


March, 1947 ..cscos 234 6 205.0 251.8 174.8 22004 202.4 218.7 


oa) oe 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
lgures for the current year are subject to final revision 


Men's(a) Women's (b) Radio and 


Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery RUSCEDICLL 


Maritime Provinces 


128.5 123.0 96 04 138.3 110.7 87.4 145.3 13069 
288.1 285.0 259.0 22927 264.0 205.6 524 04 190.7 
193.2 200.5 142.C 211.5 256 05 167.8 237.05 25608 


257.7 27504 20002 226.5 296 .6 2e20e 22504 261.0 


O.4 bee ] 
MOT et 229-6 199.0 202.3 173.4 Co Mec UO Ser 210.4 
137.8 149.1 88.7 194.9 GOSS 195.7 156.8 250.8 
CloeL Zone ee 50} 214°,.0 208.8 255.4 215.8 285 02 
Ontario 

110.6 115.5 99. 24.6 Baie ae ; 6. 
oe06 lL Cicer 214.7 V87es 162.0 198.1 205.9 162.0 
167.6 176.3 110.9 179.9 ASIA 159.9 Galen 203.6 
mocues 25269 CICA, OT AO Z2O7.6 199.9 VET 25764 

Prairie Provinces 

° ° a ou, 97.6 Bae O2. iF Be 
oe0ec Cooer PAs) 204.3 229.8 Zolasd 267.0 246 .4 
169.5 Koy Oh stey 129.4 WO Sie 185.8 194.5 Lies 269.7 
214.3 255-8 (175. 2 222.5 224. o 246 .4 22008 $42.9 


ae 


_—-. 


oe ee, ee ee ee 


oS et 


British Columbia 


jriecoea  Giooyy «? « Livacueo tnd loge Tiles som lees® I oso Ue lip wie 


202-9 246.1 24909 25064 258.5 27867 221.2 206 62 
222.8 20102 218.0 250.8 226.9 27665 177.6 264 3 
250-2 274.4 264.2 2477 268.4 330.5 191.8 285.1 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
{b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax Lactic sd in June, 1942, 


18. 


19. 


— 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Jane-Mar., 1946 and Jane-Mar.e, 1947 
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and 
interpreted as total department store sales. 


‘Jan. -Mare, 


1946 


TOTAL SALTS, ALL DEPARTMENTS «++ecseccccecce 94 ,913 ,677 


Women's dresses, coats and suits seececceece 11,026,077 


Girlst and infants! wear coccssecccceccevese 
Hosiery and gloveS eosseseoresccccveeresvose 
Lingerie and corsets ..«+. 


eovoeveooeveaovoeeoeoaer es oes 


Millinery eeoereecoceoocoveov esos oeoo0e00e O99 FHFHFF SSH 


3,608,527 
3,334,409 
3,703 ,539 


1,005 ,295 


Women's and children's apparel - (Total,l<5) 22,677,847 


Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings ... 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations . 
Piece ZOOdS ccesescvccecvvrccavcssevecssecse 
SmallwareS cessccvsevcvccccesvcsssecvcvscece 
Food and kindred products .cccccccvevccecece 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 
Home furnishings eccsccsececccscccsccccccece 
Household appliances and electrical supplies 
Hardware and kitchen utensils ..ccsccccccene 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ... 
ences ani Other Footwear cesses casesasodesss 


Stationery, books and magazineS ...ceeccsece 


9,870,816 
2,733,399 
8,350,098 
3,337,459 
7,906 ,170 
6,788 ,855 
6,897,081 
2 ,603 ,530 
4,398,307 
1,416 ,499 
6,034,641 


1,762,584 


BLD weiner moaparcumnents., BObR] sc es<s vce waisicies 10,136,591 


Jane -Mare > 
1947 


109,688,265 


12,556 ,859 
4,043 ,178 


3,955 ,839 


4,107,860 — 


1,097,888 
25,761 ,604 
10,934,411 

2,828 ,236 

9,705,394 

3,853 ,629 

8,899,906 

7,781,143 

8,662 ,840 

3,824,115 

5,066 ,835 

2,381,551 

6,707,758 

1,920,451 


11,360 ,392 


are not tobe 


% Change, 
1947/1946 


i ie ee a 


+15.6 


+13.9 | 
+12.0 ‘ 
+18.6 
+10.9 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, APRIL, 1947 
930-195 9= 100 


Retail sales in Canada were 6 per cent higher in April than in the 
same month last year and were fractionally up from the preceding month. 
Dollar volume of business in the first four months of the year was 8 per 
cent above that in the similar period of 1946, Unadjusted indexes (on the 
base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 224.5 for April, 1947, 212.0 for 
April, r46 and 223.1 for March, 1947. 


Ten of the fourteen retail trades represented in the monthly sur- 
veys reported higher sales in April this year than last. In most cases the 
increases were small. Radio and electrical stores had the largest gain in 
sales, one of 32 per cent. But the most important contributions to the 
overall increase in sales were made by department stores and food stores, 
both of which have substantial weights in the index and whose sales gains 
were 9 and 1] per cent respectively. Jewellery stores showed the only 
major reduction below last year, their sales falling off | 22 per cent. 
Slight declines were reported for restaurants , ladies? apparel ‘shops and 
furniture dealers. 


a 


Among the general merchandise trades, the sales increases for coun- 
try general and variety stores were much smaller than those for department 
stores. Department and variety stores showed fairly uniform increases across 
the country. General merchants, on the other hand, marked up fair sales 
gains in the Maritimes, Ontario and British Columbia, while no change from 
last year occurred in Quebec and the Prairie Provinces. 


Grocery, combination and meat store sales gained appreciably in all 
sections. Restaurant sales held close to last year's volume in all but the 
Maritimes where a sharp decline was recorded. 


On the whole, the apparel trades did about the same amount of 
business in April this year as in the same month a year ago, although men's 
wear stores managed to obtain an increase of about 5 per cent on the strength 
of gains in Quebec and Ontario. In the Prairie Provinces, sales were down 
for all apparel classifications. 


There has been a sharp contraction in the rate of expansion in 
sales of certein durable goods stores:— “Phus;~hardwaré business was up only 
4 per cent. and furniture store sales dropped 3 per cent compared with the 
April, 1946 volume. Activity of hardware and furniture stores was sus- 
tained in the Maritimes to a greater extent than in other regions of the 


country. Furniture store reductions were most pronounced in western Canada, 


Price LO cents 


-2- 7 


Chain candy stores reported a decrease of 9 per cent in sales 
for April, 1947 over the same month a year ago, and were up by 5 per cent 
in the January-to-April comparison. Sales of furriers increased 2 per 
cent in April of this year over last. 


Department Store Sales for Selected Departments 


In two of the 19 departments for which separate comparisons are 
obtained, slight decreases in sales occurred for April of this year com=- 
pared with last. Millinery sales were down 6 per cent, although the total 
sales of women's apparel advanced 3 per cent over April, 1946. The in- 
crease for men's wear was considerably higher, standing at 10 per cent, 
while shoes and footwear hed a moderate increase of 5 per cent. A second 
decline in sales was that for drugs, toilet articles and preparations 
which were reduced 3 per cent below the same month of last year. Durable 
household goods departments continued to mark up substantial gains, with re 
the exception of furniture departments which recorded an increase of only 
3 per cent between April of the two years. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
April, 1946 and April, 1947 


These figures are derived from a Sample of reporting companies and are not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


ae 
TVENTORY’ 7 
% Change, 
aes 9 Mar.31,1947 © 
1947 cess 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..+.eee+eeee/39,620,972 143,381,410 +43,3 


DEPARTMENT 


1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ...| 4,926,498 | 5,016,173 +11.6 
' 
2. Girls' and infants' wear ...ceeesees| 1,668,350 | 1,748,726 +45.1 ‘ 
O's Hosiery and gloves exr,eeoeeevevr00ege008000 1,498 ,813 P,ol2,o90 +65.2 
&. Lingerie and corsets wccccsesccceese| 1,439,046 1,549,296 “7.1 5e" | 
So Millinery oi cesew scenes Relate ibe aie Biker 688 ,389 650 ,369 +20.2 | 
6. Women's and children's apparel - 
(Total, 1-5) @eeoeoeovoeeceeogeosee e600 83 10,221,096 10,477,257 +30.4 : : 
7. Men's and boys’ clothing and 4 
furnishings eeceoecoeone00290000830090009090008 4,242 ,481 4,012,015 +10,1 +74.8 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and | 
preparations eeooeeoovseononoeasepoeoe e003 8 974 ,559 949,411 - Vo) * 9.2 j 
9. Piece goods eeeoeceoeovoeeooeveceoeeeeooneene8e 8 & 3,104 271 3,127,374 +15.6 $54.1 
LO. Smallwares eoecerooe es Geooevesee oon oe od 1 col, 789 1,439,909 411.5 413.4 
11. Food and kindred products ......e..«] 2,964,901 | 3,293,671 a ae | +30.6 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and 
BOP THOR Ys yokes Mee a Re Wiis Wk 89s ee 2 ya6a, 182 3,062 ,272 + Det +85.2 
Si Home furnishings eoeeoeooeeoeeeooenee0¢cs 23057 041 $,910 ,543 +22.8 +59,9 
14. Household appliances and electrical 
supplies @oSeoCosC eer BEFooCoOHXDeO LF OOE ee 1,082 ,283 1,489,100 +37.6 +86.1 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ...... 2,056 ,768 VAP LORE POMS 413.5 +48.2 
16. Radios, musical instruments and : 
supplies A Oe SO ae ee ee 457 ,465 700 ,545 +53.1 +197.1 
17. Shoes and other footwear .w.cccceccos 2,868 ,084 5,005 ,662 + 4.8 +27 4 
18. Stationery, books and magazines .... 614 ,853 716 ,185 +16.5 +12.0 
19. All other departments, total .....0.. 4,322 ,699 4,602 ,030 + 6.5 sn asl 


(*) Please observe that these comparisons 


Please are based on the inventory situation at the 
osginning of April in the two years, 


= Bhs 


CANADA = Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number Of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


i 


Genera Country te 

Year and Month : Index General Department Variety 
APPEL LULL | stv se see late" 1352.8 HOS.2 ¢ 127-0 132.2 (135.4 143.4 157.0 
April, (1943S) 0 veciee ee 165.6 163.4 141.2 1651.0 157.9 153.5 182.9 ..198.6 
April, 1945 wscscees LTA al ip dat oes! LGQ a) LUGe.o 164.8 171.7 PT9.0 . eueee 
April, 1946 ..ccccvss aaeeD (2il1e5 187.5 202e2 213.3 207.4 2eLe 24202 
March, 1947 wescsece 225-1 258.5 178.6 209.5 249.9 274.6 208.7 255.9 
April, 1947 eeoecoes 224.5 229.0 195.5 209.6 232.8 238.7 224.9 25169 

Family Men's (a) 

Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing 

A B A B A B A B 
ROTA Gal GAT hs aislicintn ove LSE si ho6ed. 116.8 lLivso 156.6 156.35 146.7 143.2 
April, 1943 "sce. se ee 172.0 174.2 175.9 173.5 194.9 164.8 186.8 165.4 
Apri, 1946 ccs ciecee 181.6 185.3 19fe4 , 195.9 184.7 172.8 166.9 160.9 
ROP V946 Keowee see 20557 Peele 207065 208.4 25205 215.7 Cob ats LOGS 
March, 1947 .wccoccce 22000 '2180c 205.2 209.27 22501 261.2 ZuGeo 20 de0 
April, 1947 .esceces 22567 235501 205.7 205.9 254.6 229.6 201 e9 ee led 


— 


Women 's ; 
Year and Month Clothin Shoes Drugs Furniture 
A B A B A B A B 
PET il Ote lss'ces <e L70, 1 13546 147.8 ALT.7 121.0 125.5 143.0 132.1 
ROrIW WLO4S Ss feels 21S -OPMIBG <5 185.7 146.0 PSG amo beef 133.8 124.1 
Arc i946 ie si diae sels CQO ol) RSs 7 V79ee. 16le2 174.8 184.0 158.9 146.8 
HOY Lig teeOp es oss ee 259.6 “202.9 2eO.e ULV oeo PIERO WT LOas7 22529" 20985 
March; 947 fe acdevecs 248.9 276.5 L802 (22652 ZG sGere ic. 219sarr2b2s5 
ADS UOT Bras fetes % 258.0 2135:8 Choe. Loosk LOM heeled 218.8 205.4 
ce b Radio and 
Year and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical 
A i. 5D A B A B 
Dr) DAU Ase Sokivw's WIMLSENOIe MLaSsO Lieve orks, O 146.8 149.7 
Vo) ob it GP he, <> 148.5 145.6 160.3 194.7 116.9 119.2 
MOri lL, LISS .cscce se 192.0 187.5 187.1 Oolwe 108.9 2 ea 
mort), 1946: .60 see 25760 251.9 244.3 296 6 202.0 206.0 
Maron, LOST to cess 06 23662 32509 197.1 250.0 269.1 $14.1 
April, 1947 «eccccee 268.8 268.0 190.63 2hlet 266 2 atles 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
{b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


ath ne 


Unajusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
Figures for e current year are su ject & inal revision 


a 


- Family 
General Country Depart- ; Restau 
\ ei egal Tndex Benera ment Variety roe rant Clothing 


RRtntE erste oe 


Maritime Provinces 


April, 1941 eooooceoos T38.1 103.5 144.2 184.1 124.3 164.35 [56.9 
April, 1946 e@eeaoooeeed OS2ou 194.8 200/60 244.4 2149 248.5 296.9 
March, 1947 woesccces 255 0d 192.4 287.6 213.7 22962 ‘23009 22466 


April, 1947 ..cccccoe 258.7 209.9 


25301 241.26 22707 2245 280.9 


Quebec 
April, 1941 e@eesve0ee000 139.5 T1709 143.0 149.2 TEA) 118.2 17 tee) 
April, 1946 ecooeonveo CS 204.0 238.3 262.5 209.1 206.3 282.0 
March, 1947 weccccces 2354 190.2 297.7 252 02 25502 201.0 260.0 
April, 1947 .cesccvce 238.0 204.1 268 02 267.7 23601 208.8 286.0 
Ontario 
April, [941 x Patel 6 o¢ a re Sits ee at bes < Eye e 
April, 1946 cscocoers 202 .8 169.2 203 04 201-8 200.9 203.5 206.7 
March, 1947 seccercoe 214.8 172.8 225 4 193.0 227.8 200.6 184.6 
April, 1947 ccccoccne 217.5 181.1 eeced 207 04 224.5 200.1 217.6 
Prairie Provinces 
April; 1941 eooso00009 T1755 102.5 121.4 140.0 119.5 Tree 128.7 
April, 1946 cocscevce 211.6 186.0 PAS YL Che oe 1971 212.35 27564 
March, 1947 ..ccscove 218.4 162.5 252 06 197.5 217.9 alled 25004 
April, 1947 eooce oc e000 219.6 185.6 224.9 Sede eu .o 2450 268.4 
British Columbia 
April, MO a eaveiece Oecd L0G. gin’ CCIT.7 °o 181.8 Gos Obe0) eee 
April, 1946 ..cccoors 212.8 179.9 2 Pow 176.6 196.9 194.5 #22216 30 
March, 1947 sesccecee 235.0 20561 251.8 174.9 22261 206.9 213.1 


April, 1947 ..ccwccces 225.2 199.8 25004 176.6 215.9 196.7 214.5 
aaa $$$ —$ Ee 


is ae 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 


gures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


b) ‘ 
Men's(a) Women's : ( Radio and 
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery pioctrical 


Meritime Provinces 


184.0 TOSS M59%5 Tato 154.6 119.4 154.7 150.4 
288.5 $41.3 AAD E| 228 02 279.9 254.1 303 06 246.2 
254.9 Dies 200.1 Bou ott, 298.4 aon VAR NS 20060 
252.9 539.2 241.6 224.0 305.8 258.3 2212 309.7 
Quebec 

° Cot 45. ° ° e ° ev 
PACH BEM Bove 197 «4 LOG ren/, Ciiles ASAT 263.7 228.5 
207.6 258.5 IW tetaexte; 214.0 203 03 Zod 213.9 285.8 
ASV APES] 245.7 197.4 AOA elon PRA 21bi6 0 264.7 

Ontario 
153.2 176.0 150.5 te O.7, 138.2 NS40\7 110.3 145.7 
ASD tS 264.1 209.2 LES. 0 PAOME RZ GaOree 22065 162.2 
22000 owes 7930 9G oi 207 4 204.0 165.4 241.7 
250.8 260.9 214.1 186.4 208.3 \ AAAS) YANG, AAS) 
Prairie Provinces 

T2led 147.5 144.0 119.8 108.8 128.6 96.5 134.7 
242.7 Ole 246 o4 PANO) 254.6 288.95 FAG) yy 282.0 
PARES Uf 23402 awe Celia al 201.64 247 4 218.9 SOriL ate 
Zobeo 258.4 Zales gucee 224.5 $05.0 206.1 544.4 


British Columbia 


204 04 275.0 268.4 254 04 27204 325 06 25902 196 .4 
22862 er~ k 204 04 247 4 (26200 33505 188.1 27702 
206.35 273.0 25204 255.5 226 05 543.0 ita 309.1 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, MAY, 1947 


Retail trade in Canada for May, as measured by the composite in- 
dex for fourteen kinds of business, increased 14 per cent over May, 1946 
and was up 11 per cent above April, 1947. The increase over May, 1946 was 
the largest in any month of this year over last, following gains of 13 per 
cent in January, 10 per cent in February and 6 per cent in both March and 
April. Sales to the end of May were 10 per cent higher than the corres- 
ponding five-month period of last year. Unadjusted indexes {on the base, 
1935-1939=100) stood at 248.0 for May, 1947, 217.1 for May, 1946 and 224.3 
for April, 1947. 


Sales were uniformly higher in several of the various trades, 
increases falling between 13 and 19 per cent for nine of the fourteen 
kinds of business represented. This group contained the general merchan- 
dise trades, food stores, apparel stores and furniture stores. Increases 
for hardware and drug stores were somewhat smaller, teing 10 and 6 per 
cent respectively. Restaurant receipts continued to approximate last 

ear's level, sales declining by only 1 per cent in Maye The series of 
sharp declines which jewellery stores have shown in recent months was 
halted in May when sales fell only 6 per cent below May, 1946 business. 
While radic and electrical stores continued to record increases in excess 
of those enjoyed by other kinds of business, smaller percentage gains are 
shown in recent months than have heretofore been experienced, but this is 
a natural consequence of the relatively higher sales volumes over which 
these increases are being obtained. May results show an increase of 23 
per cent for the trade, a figure which compares with a sales increase of 
40 per cent for the first five months of the year. 


Department stores, of which the sales increase of 19 per cent 
in May was second only to that of radio and electrical stores, continued 
their expansion at a more rapid rate than did other types of stores in 
the general merchandise group. Nevertheless, increases of 13 per cent 
for country general stores and 14 per cent for variety stores represent 
substantial advances over the increases which these two trades recorded 
in earlier months of the year. 


Food stores reported sales 17 per cent higher in May this year 
compared with the same month of 1946, The May increase was much larger 
than those recorded in earlier months of the year and the margin of in- 
crease over 1946 stands at 1l per cent as of May 31. 


Price 10 cents 


= ee 


The apparel trades had scarcely maintained 1946 dollar volume in 
the two preceding months, but marked up substantial increases in May. All 
three of the clothing trades had sales increases which were slightly in 
excess of the average gain for all trades, while the increase for shoe 
stores amounted to 13 per cent. 


Furniture stores moved well ahead of May business last year with 
an increase of 17 per cent, in contrast to the decline recorded for this 
trade in April. Hardware dealers reported sales volume 10 per cent above 
May a year ago, the increase being similar to the average for the year to 
date. 


Chain candy. stores reported a decrease of 2 per cent in sales 
for May, 1947 compared with May, 1946. The January-to-May comparison 
shows a 3 per cent increase for this trade. Retail furriers' sales were 2 
per cent lower in May this year compared with last. 


Regional Trends In Retail Trade 


All sections of the country reported increases in retail trade 
for May this year over last, the largest being those for Quebec and On- 
tario. Smallest among the regional increases was one of 8 per cent in the 
Maritime Provinces, where clothing stores, restaurants and hardware stores 
reported results which deviated considerably from those of similar stores 
in other areas. In western Canada the margin of increase for most trades . 
approximated the national average, although variety, food and apparel 
stores were among those which failed to approach this average. 


Department Store Sales for Selected Departments 

All of the 19 departments for which separate comparisons are ob- 
tained showed increased sales in May, 1947. Among the more outstanding 
increases, apart from the continuing large gains for household durables, 
were those for men's wear and food, both of which were slightly more than 
20 per cent. 
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(*) Please observe that these comparisons are based o 


n the inventory situation at the. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
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May, 1946 and May, 1947 


interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


DEPARTMENT 


TOTAL, ALI DEPARTMENTS ....ccccceces 37,962,025 44,744,362 


Women's dresses, coats and suits eee 


Girls’ and infants' wear <ccccedcccc 
Hosiery and gloves sesecoccsvccveces 
Lingerie and corsets eeeeereree0eeeece 


Millinery PeS SCOTCH HO OEE ECEES ELC ECO HOOD 
Women's and children's apparel - 
CR OGerry GUmE py bic ul \.6 Wad stale ahs oie ce ee 
Men's and boys' clothing and 
POPUPS Saiki. ys ules o's a cinle Oe'e 54's 
Drugs and toilet articles and 
Prepars tions s.weseses tes vewseee we 


Piece goods @erereaove cee oe eCoHae oR oe aes 
Smal lwares e®eeoeeoevoeoseeooceo0e sane vo00 
Food and kindred products ....cscecee 
Furniture (including mattresses and 
springs) eeereeescoscoceoeoeocescoee vets 
Home furnishings Ceosecesecceovreoeoe 
Household appliances and electrical 
supplies eoeeereeoeoeroeoeoeescceso0eoee0e09g 
Hardware and kitchen utensils ......6 
Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies eeoeesereceoercesrcoecogecene 


Shoes and other footwear eis Bieta wee. « 018 


Stationery, books and magazines .... 


ALES INVENT ORY 
Mey; ay, Change, go> en eae 
1946 1947 947/1946 Fay Oe 

$3 

+17.9 +46.9 

4,534,173 4,958,369 + 9.4 +15.4 
1,315,247 1,605,276 +22.1 +4066 
1,287,242 1,483,433 +15.2 +91.5 
1,437,308 1,709,401 +18.9 +72 06 
455,771 521,371 __+14.9 +146 
9,027,741 10,277,850 413.8 434.6 
3,683,060 4,466,975 421.38 +8065 
947,010 1,008,917 + 6.5 + 6.5 
2,819,562 3,261,493 +15.7 +74.4 
1,236,395 1,392,436  +12.6 +12.5 
2,950,341 38,554,232 +20.5 42705 
2,813,414 3,301,382 +17.3 +93.9 
3,052,652 3,798,685 +24.4 +7162 
1,111,884 1,593,101 +43.3 +8724 
2,130,707 2,546,508  +19.5 +47.8 
627,878 691,953 +31.1 +161.7 
2,783,472 3,166,637 413.8 429.4 
519,946 611,575 +17.6 +10.2 
4,357,963 5,072,618 +16.4 424.2 


All other departments, total ....... 


beginning of May in the two years. 


These figures are derived froma Sample of reporting companies and are not to be 


eee 


oe 5 = 


CANADA = Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final. revision) 


General “Country. 2 ; 

Year and Month ' Index cay. Rove; mei Varseny: 

oy A B A B A B A B 
May, 1941 wevceces 14151. = 13542: T2650 esr 13453 129.2 189.8:--159.7 
May, 1943 ceccccece 160,05) Lovso 162.8 150.4 NSP KS ye 190.0 184.8 
May, 1945 .ossccce USCeare eh Gel: 182.9 168.4 MGy2o) MISES 192.0 194.9 
May, 1946 ceccsrece PIN PASHAN Pivrasiay MSIE COSsS) Te aOlvel 2elveSuucet~eL 
ADEL 161947. 00-0 0-0K0 224.3 228.8 193.9 210.2 Zoewo a cote th 225.4 25204 
May, 1947 seeccoce _ 248.0 234.3 240.6 235.50 248.1 238.8 252.9 25147 


—— ee 


Family Men's(a) 


Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing 
A ART Per eee he A B Ava 
May, 1941 ...ceees 146.8 141.4 120 See i ote, lds mio. 5 135.40 oin0 
Cy ak eee Tyee? 167.) Pees 177.5 9182.) 171.0 162.9 160.5 
May y.,.1946.00sces0 192.9 190.4 192 e ian LOT 64 1B Oel163...9 1L6Gq1e 17402 
My EL OdG oo e's 212.9" 209.2 PVC et 2 O4eO peas lol. 9D 208.74 clase 
MORAY GRVORT. 6 cnvcee 22447 @ 28401 SORE OR COCs 1g peob sa. we50sd 232.00, '22lee 
MATTERS ORT. clin scn's 248.2)" 25842 DONEC uO lats ae sin cODeT 246 soar ebesc 
| Seats Shoes Drugs Furniture 
Year and Month Clothing ee 
A B A B A B OR B 
My fal04) Ccnccsas ploleleeioesse © 143% 127.0. 126,5 120.1. 178.7: .140.2 
MAY 5) 1943° oc 000 1BY.1) (17654 176.8 150.9 159.3 162.4 149.2 119.1 
MAY: 1945 2. .cceee 199.3 191.2 191.1)-1735'6- 178.2) 18325. 167.2 135.0 
May; 1946" 0. 06). os 236.0 225.5 2iWsi4 189.5 (200.35. 204.8 22251 abéOs0 
Apeiiseel947 Goda ss 258.7 214.4 216.0 185.6 201.9 210.4 218.6 .205.2 
May, 71087 ost eee 271.9 256.8 234.0) °208.7.. 212.0 21260 259.5 207.0 
eo 3 (b) Radio and 
Year and Month Hardware Jewellery _______ Electrical 
eee’ B A. Brae A B 
TS rs eee 17237)" 328.5 127.2 ~ 14148 ; 167.0 143.7 
ap IS? hE A76;6 13540 161.2 . 186.8 117.0 104.7 
May ;,, 1945" wh vea os 204.1 154.6 195.5 217.9 114.3 98.3 
Way, 1946-50.005%6 298.2 225.0 256.6 286.9 223.1 \ 191.9 
ADEN, LOST coe seis 268.4 267.5 190.5 251.3 268.1 273.4 
MAY, 1LOLT 53+ s,ns50 $27.0 . 243.9 242.5 2703 275.3 236.9 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(bo) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) . 
(Figures for: the current year are-su ject to final revision) © 


a ee — ——-- nese: —_— Selanne sapere nee sitet 


General Country Depart- | Restau- Family. _ 
Index General ment anes os idea rant Clothing 


ee 


Year and Month 


ed a ee 


—-- 


—_—— 


Maritime Provinces 


/ HRS SAL) OO Ir ERNE 
May , TO4T 0800000000 154.0 133 64 155.9 200.5 141.90 Bg siemal 15.2 


PRC eerand és suse ~abRed 243.7 249.3 252.2 229.5 264.6 296.9 
RUMI) PUOLT ccasvees cided 210.5 25301 243.3 226 2 O22 «4 276.5. 
On ee Ome te | 269.0 28505 280.2 25302 243.8 292.8 
A . 
Quebec ; 
May, [941 eeooedooaoodd 150.4 148.0 T4551) T8loL 144.1 1Z1;5 154.4 
Way: AS we ewewsves “22705 241.3 239.4 271.6 21.00 214.6 261.8 
Peeks 2047 wes wewae “23863 205.2 268.2 267.4 235.8 208.2 288.7 
MT ow aiwwceee 26804 263.0 290.9 321.7 245.9 215.2 313.5 - 
Ontario Be i oy 
Mev elsti oc tGatiee (to. loan. loGee : 1bt,45.. 150.6 119.4” "136s 00eue 
Mey UG odes edpeds COL.4 196.9 200.0 20002 206.2 202.5 189.7 
Peete ot ys wk ew 21659 181.4 222.9 207.9 222.5 199.5 219.2 


May, 1947 ceceeresoce 239.0 251.6 257.0 228.0 248.9 201.3 236.5 — 


————————EE SE Se ee 


Prairie Provinces 


My WOtl wissssc-cs lade) LO0O.7. J dbe.k 144,97) 144.4 Lit soo eae 
MY LONG. 0 c0e-wwwins «~~ 21440 189.8 193.2 212.5 226.8 214g 285.7 
EU el OAT, ay i odie Sx en ee 186.1 224.9 a ee | PAU ies} 214.9 266.1 

May, 1947 ...ceseeoo 239.8 218.4 230.5 250.5 252.5 210.8 283.5 

m British Columbia 

Way ; L947 eoeoooec oo 8 130.3 TT ° ° ° ° ° ° | 
May P9866 £58 oes. 28829 218.9 214.1 167.4 21345 199.0 249.4 | 
Bere g AGEY sas’. bec 286.6 199.1 230.4 177.5 216.2 201.2 214.6 


May, 1947 Rae ersten ee eA 251.7 244.7 255.0 183.6 239.6 194.4 262.0 


eae a + ee 


=« 7 @ 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
gures for e current year are subject to fina revision) 


a eee ee 


Men's(a) Women's , (0) Radio and 
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware jewellery Ricbicioar 


Ne eee ee — a ne SE a tl I EL I CT SEO IP AD, 


Maritime Provinces 


174.8 aarovuy = © > 52S” = 914071. a 20nse 155.9 18304 193.1 
286 06 358.4 245.5 225.8 316.4 313.8 357.9 268.4 
249.9 336.8 239.7 226.1 310.0 258.3 231.0 326.0 
277.6  _—=—366 20 269.9 225.0 38207 La Poy 312.0 307.1 
Quebec 
] ne 143.0 146.9 139.2 WZ. leee: Qe O ° UC SALS 200.7 
202 4 221.8 192.2 195.0 231.5 320.5 237.6 245.5 
231.3 249.9 197.1 20707 209.9 270.5 215.9 272 4 
243.0 268.9 222.8 211.4 279.7 351.9 235.7 269.1 
Ontario kore a 
mueUeSO rs R1S6.5..' 9 145.8 ° fleo ee od, 0 cmwLacG  le8 6 Gao. 
195.1 230.1 199.5 188.4 194.8 268.7 247.5 186.5 
231.6 262.0 214.4 186 4 20504 234.3 168.4 230.1 
246.6 266.9 236.1 201.0 221.1 295.6 232.0 246.5 


Prairie Provinces 


122.8 125.9 MA Lady saeco. s Tlo.l 146.6 a ey a 2 ae 
227 65 224.5 S22 7 208.0 225.5 297.6 281.8 309.4 
23961 238.0 229.4 211.9 222.3 502<7 206.1 340.8 
243.9 247.9 235.2 218.8 211.4 335967 253.9 (c) 
British Columbia 
peel iO tia Wade. LC lee ee lose Toa ideo. labo plas Gob ot helo ct eee 
203.1 272.7 292.3 244.7 23004 = 37002 237-1 203.0 
209.7 264.1 251.2 2570 236.4 344.1 17942 303.5 
230.7 302.6 283 02 252.6 303.7 _ 386 22 241.6 314.8 


aon eee 


———— 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(bo) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
(c) Not available. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, JUNE, 1947 
_ SIE “195 9= 


Retail stores in fourteen trades dealing principally in food, 
apparel, household equipment and personal effects reported sales aver- 
aging 7 per cent higher in June of this year than in June, 1946. Sales 
were down 6 per cent from May, 1947, but this trend is consistent with 
the normal seasonal movement from May to June. The increase over June a 
year ago was a little smaller than the average gain in earlier months of 
the year. At the close of the first half of this year, sales had estab- 
lished a margin of 9 per cent over the same period of 1946. Unadjusted 
indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 232.7 for June, 1947, 
216.6 for June, 1946 and 247.7 for May, 1947. 


Most of the individual trades recorded percentage changes in 

* June which corresponded closely with the percentage changes in the first 
six months of this year as compared to the same period in 1946. The out- 
standing exception was that of food stores in which sales advanced only 6 
per cent in June as compared with a 10 per cent advance for the year to 
date. In June, 1946 there were 5 Saturdays, while there were 4 in the 
same month of this year. This factor accounts for the modified increase 
in sales of food stores and may also have had similar effects on the June 
sales comparisons for other types of stores. Men's wear stores also 
showed a change in June which differed from that in the six-month com- 
parison, but in this instance the June increase of 12 per cent was con- 
Siderably larger than the gain of 8 per cent shown <in the cumulative re- 
sult. Shoe stores joined restaurants and jewellery stores in recording 
‘sales declines from June of last year, but the reductions for the first 
two of these trades were only fractional. 


June sales of department stores were 15 per cent higher in 1947 
than in 1946, this gain being identical with that shown in the January- 
June comparison. Country general and variety store increases, though cut 
in half from those experienced in the preceding month, were almost on a 
par with their average gains for the year to date at 6 and 7 per cent 
respectively. 


From January to June, increases for apparel stores were remark- 
ably uniform, at close to 7 per cent, but there was less uniformity in 
their June increases. A 12 per cent increase for men's clothing stores 
in June was followed by gains of 7 and 4 per cent for family clothing 
stores and women's apparel shops. Shoe store sales were practically un- 
changed in June this year compared with last and have an average gain of 
only 2 per cent in the cumulative results for six months. 


Price 10 cents 


>. ae - eae 2 ~~ 7 sf . ) “3 


~ 28 


Sales of radio and electrical stores were almost one-third 
higher in June this year than last. The increase for these continues 
far above those for other trades. The level of sales volume is cur- 
rently quite high; higher than for most other trades relative to sales 
volume in the base period, 1935 to 1939. Furniture store sales in June 
were 12 per cent higher than in June last year, while June increases for 
hardware and drug stores were 9 and 3 per cent respectively. The only 
sizable reduction from June of last year was that for jewellery stores 
which reported sales 11 per cent lower, a decrease similar to that shown 
in the cumulative comparison for this trade. 


Chain candy stores reported sales @ per cent lower in June, 
1947 compared with June, 1946. Sales averaged 2 per cent higher in the 
first half of this year compared with the same period of 1946. Retail 
furriers experienced an 8 per cent decline in sales between June, 1946 
and June, 1947. 


Regional Trends In Retail Trade 


Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia were grouped closely 
with increases of 9 or 10 per cent in June and with gains of 10 or 1l 
per cent in the first half of this year compared with last. An in- 
crease of 5 per cent for the Prairie Provinces in June shows the 
largest diminution from results for earlier months of the year, sales 
in that region averaging 8 per cent higher in the cumulative compari- 
son. June sales in the Maritimes barely exceeded last year's volume by 
1 per cent, while sales in that section of the country stood 3 per cent 
higher in the first six months of the year. 


Department Store Sales for Selected Departments 


A number of the individual departments of department stores 
showed sales increases for June which exceeded 20 per cent. Sales of 
household appliance departments gained 38 per cent in June this year 
over last, this percentage gain exceeding those for other departments. 
Among other prominent increases were those for men's wear, food, furni- 
ture, home furnishings, and radio and music departments. : 


Department store sales in the first six months of 1946 and 


1947 classified by commodity groups are summarized on Page 8 of this 
report. 
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DEPARTWENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


June, 1946 and June, 1947. i 
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


Inventory (*) 


—— SS 


SALES 


* Change, - 


DEPARTMENT 


1946 1947/1946 | Way 31, 1946 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ....c%ecvce| 54,953 ,026/40,195,854  +15.0 Btls 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ...| 4,107,659} 4,238,59 + 4,7 
ee Girls* and infants’ wear .«iee.+ees 1,190,856] 1,289,974 +26 04 
S. Hosiery and gloves wesescccescsccces| 1,140,756] 1,233,168 +792 
Be UAMROF IG ANC -ROTEetS 6. case vccce sens]. Lgou0,o47] 1,555,25 +723.0 
Bie Millinery eeoeoanogon @©2ogae Ce oosvsoedeed oe 6 00 & $41,630 $79,859 = Wed 
6. Women's and children's apparel - 
(Total, 1-5) eeeeveeee00d0eg020200900000200900 8,101 ,448 8,676 ,82 +25.2 
7. Men's and boys! clothing and H 
furnishings eo@e@scoeooovoooeoeoeoeooonovo0g oe oe Sugoi Daly gs 4,527,908 +24.0 +75.8 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and 
PrOpa Cat LONG sie eG ates ate Co Wate wel ew ee 955 ,224 962 ,26 + O67 + 4.3 
Q. Piece goods e*oesceo eoeoeceoo0oe #9090080 080000 2,617 5256 2,871 ,24 ap Go7 +7602 
10, Smallwares eocee oes ocooae eos eooeo00eoaoee 8 iGo, 3.72 a Lay =f (B) As + 9.4 
11. Food and kindred products .....+e.c00) 2,605,694 3,134,895 +20.3 +28.7 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and 
springs ) e@eoeceer os ooonnonovosoeoo0e00e000 2,427 ,722 5,060 ,08 +26.0 +82.3 
Bee omer ature hines v's v0e'sace ad Cael cle’s « 2,696 ,848] 3,298,41 422.5 +TOen 
14. Household appliances and electrical 
supplies ©oeoeeo00gcg Goenescovve000000 1,009 ,669 1,387 ,94 437.5 +87.1 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ....ec. 1,860,786] 2,131,492 +14.5 +45.9 
16. Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies e@oeoeeoeeoeoneeeeoee0e 0900 458 ,758 578 ,524| +26.1 +142.8 
17. Shoes and other footwear ......esecce 2,748,217} 2,946,761 Cae ears +24.9 
18. Stationery, books and magazines 2... 516 ,487 544 ,738 + 5,5 ~~ Ger 
19. All other departments, total ....... 4,158,474) 4,813,036 +16.3 #2127 


(*) Please observe that these comparisons are based 


the beginning of June in the two years. 


—— 
PTs 


on the inventory situation a 


CANADA ~- Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days 


5 


100) 


and Seasonal ¥ 


nad Seasonal Variations. 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Year and Month 


June, 1941 


eooe008€ 


Oa Sica eteta es 6 
JUNC RLOGH: S Stes sone 
dune, 1946 e©e090000 


June, 


May, 1947 e©oee0000 
June, 1947 @©e000 @ @ 


Year and Month 


June, ee) .. Seeee 
CumenetOEs ok eee 
Meer O46. se 
Bore cee 


May, 1947 
June , LST: Saves 


coe eeoeasce 


ooo 0 


A a ES 


Year and Month 


June, $541, . nae 
June, 1943 
une earoe 5... ee es 
June, 1946 


©2900 00 


®©e29900 


May, 1947 
June , 1947 ®600000 


e©e©e0 eo 00809 


Year and month 


June, 1941 
June, 1943 
UEC, LOE Dts ns sais. 6 
1946 


eeee00e0 


e@ee000900 


June, 


e@eooee oo 


May , 1947 eeece 2000 


SN a 


General Country 
Index General od ate aa 
B A A B 
1392.7 154.4 115.8 116.1 126.7 123.1 
167.0 158. 990153 9 Pr 1soe 6 LoGs5 150.9 
PUVeL, 1846720 183-95. 04.172 .6 E6921) +S EGO.6 
BtoeG! 21Os6e", 20) J 97 8519. 9%. tP69.'s 
Cate), 254605 258 -O0rS212.% 5924830". (238.7 
EORs 1) Covet) 9215 6B4V 215.1. 5220.7 218.8 
Fanily 
Food Restaurants Clothing 
A B aA B ae B 
iegeeu 14520 2a LOVEE sey. oY eT 7 or eLSO. LE 
STIS7O 1742609 176 een 76. 76 P17 O.4% + 176.2 
rol AO nN I ya 199.9 199.4 216.5 198.8 
Cele0...cc024) CrOMmErals.g 285.7 232.0 
EU sO % 257% Tee 208 say necod.5'* 278.8) 6 8267.4 
Coos4 245.1 20834 212.1 259.8 259.7 
Women's a ier ie ne 
Clothing Shoes Drugs 
OY ec eben 1 ee Ts 
Tdeied © 125549 16087" 9150.4" ‘922 59%" 133.5 
Li4.t 166.0) 2008s 165.7 . 154.2 | 164.0 
BESO LISTS eh aosiaee 191,90" |. 184.6" 190.6 
Cee Bh. oe io) at = 195.7"" "1986 > 209.2 
Clee d ee ee cOben 212.9 219.3 
Cuvee Gots ian eu] mer Ae Oo. 6 205.4 220.8 
ate ain act U0 nc Ae 
Hardware Jewellery 
A B 
VOTH 155.1 134.8 147.8 
168.9 141.9 EOtea | 2eOs.o 
2i9,t. 177.8 25209 245.7 
288.4 242.3 20060 291.7 
325.5 241.1 246.7 275.0 
SLl5e1 269.0 256.4 259.3 


OUNCE 55 O47) eis se ele 


(a) Includes men's 
{b) Based on sales 


furnishings. 


including the Federal Tax 


(A A Oe 


Variety 

A B 
154.0 154.8 
184.3 181.6 
eleed 193.9 
2ooer 220.3 
25267 251.6 
249.4 249.8 

Men's(a 

Clothing 

A B 
137.4 154.8 
LT e:9 166.2 
ELPA ye 189.5 
Coil oe 209.1 
245.6 251.5 
253-9 


249.5 


— 


ed 


Furniture 
oh ee 
WS46 7 141.0 
118.6 PAL, 
165.9 1595 
204.0 206.0 
258.4 206.2 
Lae 239.8 
Radio and 
Electrical 
A B 
136.6 148.2 
106.4 gS, 
BA exe) 12269 
200.3 PAT ae) 
Boo. 7 241.5 
265.6 rAstel VA 


introduced in June, 1942. 


wo 6 = 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1955 - 1939 = 100) 
Igures for the current year are subjec 0 final revision 


————————eeeeeeeeo 


— 


General Country Depart- Variety Rood 
Index General ment 
ee a a a aa 


Restau- Family 


Year and Month rant Clothing | 


LO AON 


Maritime Provinces 


| 
Cat pcan « =~—- 
NT MPT EEE ED CLP eC Mane Ee aaa 176.9 140.9 | 
June, 1946 se.eeeee 244.5 220.5 209.0 267.4 237.6 257.8 286.4 ; 
May, 1947 seisvoced 1271.2 262.9 285.5 278.0 253.7 245.0 293.5 
Mure HRGS 7 1u8 dex e  oee5s6 223.8 230.5 272) 236.6 23305 268.5 
Quebec _ 
MIGHO TT TSA) aaecesss 1e0s0.)  Lote4 “TSS Ce ieee alee eee reo ee 
eee OG. cco e ue Serae 226.8 21735 287 04 220.2 209.0 275.0 
a 947 bes ciss. 7 261.6 261.6 290.9 320.3 245.4 215.3 314.5 
June, 1947 wcevcece 24904 242.9 253.6 312.8 23761 207.4 303.4 
Ontario 
Simiee tet ee eeuee  loe.d L114, Tw eda 5 Se Oe 
June, 1946 e@enve2c0c0e 204.7 182.2 LeSe-5 DAldi8 20852 202.6 197. 
Oe gee es een paneer oh PS 228.6 236.7 228.6 247.9 200.9 239.1 
June, 1947 .....+05 222.5 195.7 212.0. 228.4 226.0 203.6 2172} 


Prairie Provinces 


See lee oe Th a ee on eee ke «(LEE ee loco 


Jurie, 1946 ........ 214.5 187.8 181.4 215.8 250.0 218.8 257.9 
May, 1947 ..escece * Geet. 7B. ates +0 290.5 230.8 253.1 210.3 262.) 
June, 1947 seceoeee BaD a7 195.5 206.3 227.8 252.5 213.8 268.2 


British Columbia 


June, TS4T Sie « «oe 128.1 T16.9 120.8 118.1 146.2 10002 122.0 
June, 1946 ....200e. 224.2 208.3 204.2 174.5 25909 200.4 226.2 


May, 1947 ..cceccece 251.6 240.8 253.9 185.0 238.7 196.9 270.9 
June, 1947 ..e.ee500 246.0 257.8 258.5 179.1 248.8 205.4 244.2 


om ea 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 


———EEoEoeeeee—ee——e—e————————————————— 


(Cb) Pr aeaio and 


Men's(a) Women's j 
Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery pyectrical 


Clothing Clothing 


es 


Maritime Provinces 


re cr LN A A Lee 


Wes WMSCAS' 176.1 EP Solent 163.5 150.8 170.7 442.0 
292.6 KOPs pen o) 29507 Zeeeo 290.9 306.2 331.4 245.0 
278.9 $84.5 OE) 225a0) 572 4 UO YA SLOse 290.4 
269-6 SOT aL 283.9 AAWAERS, Sobers ll 299.5 CUSiao $05.0 
“ig Quebec 
The Se ey E5425 119.0 To6.0 deere, 126.1 oceo 
Cece AACA 239.8 189.4 AOR A 309.4 247.4 215.9 
241.8 PADI 222.0 Payyeal 271109 oye At) Neve Me 21560 
295%5 247.6 23500 205.0 226.6 353 04 Ale yA SO5e7 
Ontario 
ae COROT Gu DOs TL, to) op so WO. Cf elOleSeugy Lolo, 40.8 
PAA, ASAD) 266.8 189.9 WES" 1 258.1 258.9 16732 
244.8 PASTAS Bonne) ZOL.S 229.8 293.8 240.8 252 ee 
25560 236.8 269.3 L950 208.4 283.9 (AEA OS) 220.9 
Prairie Provinces 
250.4 195.0 240.4 208.0 201.6 2 Ti 295.2 258.8 
244.9 PASNOR Bo Sew 219.4 PIAS: Basil 256.8 360.6 
247.6 20309 244.3 BSS, 195.7 SSeS PASH hae BOa69 
Rritish Columbia 
bles Oran 1356 69 NSD 6 Ti2en 124.9 138.0 WA OSE 1354.0 
205.4 AEROS 249.9 Boe Payers 340.2 Ra wicde Ado Ke) 
aie) 301.0 289.3 PASC 290.5 403 4 240.7 309.6 
247.6 243 4 260.0 Coane 267 4 368.4 251.4 $10.4 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


SIR De recrcias ge Se 


i 
- 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Jan.~June, 1946 and Jan.-June, 1947 


These figires are derive 


interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


A 
LL I 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ereveeceevecee#eooe 200200 


Women's dresses, coats and Suits ..eceececee 


Girls and “infants wear oso e's wow ew eee aero ee 


Fosiery and gloves 


eseeoeereeceoevoaoeoeoev oe eee eouee 


Lingeérie and corsets wccccecccccevccccssvces 


e@eeneerveveeree ee eos eeee0 


Millinery s.eeeccserecs 
Women's and children's apparel - (Total,1l-5) 
Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ... 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations . 
PLOCE ZOOS wrecescccccevecssssevssnvecvesves 


Smallwares .seccecs 


core eoeoes eo eee eoeoee eevee e 


Food and kindred products .. 


eeoereoooceae 270 E02 8 F 


Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 


Home furnishings ee eeeeceoceeeeoeoeeeeceeooeeoesne 


Household appliances and electrical supplies 
Hardware and kitchen utensils ........ as 


Radios, musical instruments and supplies 


eo 


Shoes and other footwear 


eeeeeceoeo ese oe e oeaeore 


Stationery, books and magazines ... 


eeceroee ond 


All other departments, total 


eeooereeeeeoeeensg 


Jan.-June, 
1946 


Jan ° -June ’ 
1947 


207 449,700 238,009,889 
24 ,594 ,407 26,769,972 
wy7 Ae, 05 8 ,687 ,154 
75261L,680 8,185,133 
7,960 ,440 8,901,814 
__2,489,085 ___ 2,649,467 
50,028 ,132 55,193 ,540 
21,447 ,529 24 ,601 ,047 
5,610,192 5,748 ,824 
ASMA MSML AAR SHT/ 18,965,501 
7,030,914 7,948,215 
16 ,427 ,106 18,882 ,704 
14,992,173 17,204 ,881 
15,504 ,122 19. ,270.,266 
5,807 ,366 8,294 ,264 
10,446 ,568 12,080,211 
2,860 ,600 4,552 ,573 
14 ,434 ,414 15,826 ,818 
5 ,413 ,870 35,792,949 
22 ,955, 527 25,848 ,076 


ad from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 


% Change, 
1947/1946 


$$$ > 


+14.7 
+ 8.8 
+12.5 
+12.7 


+11.8 


+ 6.4 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA» JULY, lo? 


Retail trade in Canada was 11 per cent higher in July, 1947 than 
in July, 1946. This increase was the third highest of the year, having 
been exceeded only in January and May when gains of 13 and 14 per cent 
were recorded. Sales in the first seven months of this year averaged 
9 1/2 per cent greater than in the same period of last year. Although 
July sales declined 7 per cent from June, this reduction was not excessive 
since there is normally a downward seasonal movement between these two 
months. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935=-1939=100) stood at 217.1 
for July, 1947, 195.7 for Julys 1946 and 232.9 for June, 1947. 


Sales were higher in July this year than last for thirteen of 
the fourteen trades represented in this series. Jewellery stores, which 
reported a sales decline of 13 per cent in July, have been experiencing 

-reductions in sales throughout the greater part of this year. Their sales 
averaged 11 per cent lower for the seven-month period ending in Julyo 


The percentage increase in sales of radio and electrical stores 
continues to exceed that for all other trades by a wide margin. July 
sales were 33 per cent higher this year than last, while the average gain 
for the year to date was 38 per cent. 


Men's wear stores and department stores ranked next to radio and 
electrical stores with increases in July of 20 and 19 per cent respective- 
ly. The gain reported for men's clothing stores in July is particularly 
outstanding in the light of more moderate advances recorded by this trade 
in all earlier months of the year. Sales of men's clothing stores in the 
first seven months of this year were 9 per cent greater than in the 
similar period of 1946. 


Among other prominent increases were those for furniture stores, 
family clothing stores and food stores, which had respective increases of 
15, 13 and 11 per cent in July this year over a year ago» The increases 
for furniture and food stores were consistent with gains which these two 
trades obtained in earlier months of the year, but that for family clothe 
ing stores was somewhat higher than the 8 per cent increase for these 
stores in the seven-month comparison for this year and lasto 


Increases for other trades ranged downwards from 10 per cent for 
variety and shoe stores to 2 per cent for restaurants. In most instances, 
the average trend for earlier months of the year was sustained, although 
shoe stores improved considerably on their 3 per cent increase in the cumu- 
lative comparison. 


Price 10 cents 


~ 28 


Chain candy stores reported sales 8 per cent lower in July, 
1947 compared with July, 1946. Sales were unchanged in the first seven 
months of this year compared with last. Retail fur stores reported 
sales 1 per cent higher in July this year compared with last. 


Regional Trends In Retail Trade 


Ontario led other regions in July with a sales increase of 14 
per cent over July a year ago. British Columbia and Quebec followed 
closely with gains of 13 and 12 per cent. Increases recorded for the 
Prairie Provinces and the Maritime Provinces were 9 and 3 per cent 
respectively. For the first seven months of this year, increases in 
Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia were uniform at 11 per cent, while 
sales in the Prairie Provinces were up 8 per cent and in the Maritime 
Provinces, 3 per cent. 


Department Store Sales for Selected Departments 


The more prominent sales increases for individual departments 
in July were those for men's wear (25%), food (27%), home furnishings 
(29%), and household appliances (42%). Increases for men's wear departe 
ments have been much higher in the last two months than in the earlier 
part of the year. Large increases for food departments are also a come- 
paratively recent development. Increases for most of the durable housee 
hold goods departments continue near or above the average gain for all 
departments but have been diminishing in size in recent months. This is 
particularly true of radio departments whose sales increase of 18 per 
cent in July was much smaller than gains recorded throughout much of the 
post-war period. 
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S 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENT 
LR  —— 


July, 1946 and July, 1947 
These figures are derived from a sahple of reporting companies and are not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


vere ) 


7% Change, 
% cnn a | 

June 30, 1947 
1947/1946 | aT aae 


ee 


DEPARTMENT July 


1947 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..0ccccccscot 28,369,370}33 411 af ana 


433.35 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ...} 2,884,062} 3,156,390 -14.6 
2. Girls’ and infants' WEar coccerv0ee0ne 808 ,298 +2)el 
So Hosiery and gloves 42900000000 000000 945,615 +53.8 
4. Lingerie and corsets ©200002000000000 1,074,279 +63.0 
Ss Millinery ©FTFSCHHTSHSHSHHVHOKOLCHOO9HR GOH OBOG 191 ,881 + On 
6. Women's and children's apparel = \. 
(Total, 1-5) ceccscssccececcecccce} 5,904,135} 6,473,992| + 9.7 +11.0 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and : 
furnishings ©229022070729OOGOCOPOXO00000 24758 143 3 5,419,097 *24.9 +56.9 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and 
preparations ©9008 27ODL7OOOCESO0000000 912 ,450 973 ,264 * 6o7 + 0.5 
9s Piece goods ©2808 X2900D0O7DODD0000eE000000 2 5245 ,042 2,574,284 +14.7 ; +6922 
i : 

LO. Smallwares COKHTOFTHLCOLOOZOCOOOCOLEB0O000 1 5021 ,954 1,126 ,629 +10,2 + Chu 
11. Food and kindred products 0020000000 appre ot Onto ke 5,019,764 ASG +291 

12. Furniture (including mattresses 
and springs) PC 2C8OK9OTOHOLOXLOD000000000 1,950 ,254 2,500,142 +17.9 +63.1 
13. Home furnishings ceeccvccccecccccece| 25209,506| 2,881,913 WASH t *76.1 

14. Household appliances and electrical 

supplies P2FS9FCOCODFOQOCOOFCA2DOCOCBZD0000000 872 ,538 1,241 ,420} +4243 +69.4 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils eecooo} 1,534,705) 1,753,583} +14,3 +34.9 

16. Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies BOCOCOCOBCOCCCOECOC OCR LEE LOO DDO°$ 440 ,243 SUS) +17.8 +123 07 
Bi tF Shoes and other footwear ©2®000000000 1 5955 ,153 2,091 ,271 = Cloil: +166 
18. Stationery, books and magazines sooo 447 ,499 479,598] + 7.1 - 303 
19. All other departments, total eoocccc| 3,740,355] 4,558,385 #21.9 414.4 

* 


Please observe that these co 
the beginning of July in the 


mparisons are based on the i 
two years, 


nventory situation at 


rs . ee 


CANADA = Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


oo ket ees ee Se Ae Sa a, I Je 
General Country 


‘ ; 
Year and Month Index General Departmen Variety 
co nile Neb Pact ies he Med 2S EE 11 So ee SE OR oO 
A B A B A 3 ri ; 


July, 1941 ..ceooe 124.5 134.2 P2569 a6 VOC ga aloes Oe Nl bogo. Siloe. 7, 
July, 1945 <.cecce Lode Fh ESS. OF 64.05 155.1 LIZ.) 144.7% <heSie4 © 17205 
PUL LOLS .«. cisieve ove 170.5. 189.1 182.2 (176.4 133.2 UD ec OU e967 SOS ef 
July, 1946 ....00- 195.7 212.4 208.9 195.6 159.7. Z2OT,0) “22255 (i2ens9. 


June, 1947 woccoce 25209 23505 BL Oe Sie Ce lOse ecOet 218.9 9249.7" © 250e) 


MUVa Loitocsessee cliel c56el) 220.0. cise), 189.2 245.5 243.7 246.4 
pee ees er cere rl eh SOc eco Ge eieGl 180.2 245.5 eabe7 24654 
amily en's(a 
Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing 
A B A B A B A B 
Day o41) . acemiek  1Oa80 4 15654 Me loo. Om) tipo. bl) LT .2icet1 56.2 ne Lile4  eylooer 


July, 1943 ..cccce 169.7 160.7 188.5 L7 739 162.2 178.7 144.1 165.35 
July» 1945 wscccos 178.5 188.8 206), Om L908, 9 Wive9 215249 155.6 194.0 
July, 1946 2.20060 196.9 204.2 220.8 209.8 204.1 240.0 172.6 215.6 


June, 1947 wescces 2354.8 244.4 209.3 213.1 26202 262.1 250.9 246.6 
JUL Yi ge LII47  .6 sleters« 219.1 226.35 224.8 212.9 251.4 271.5 20602 255038 


————— La cr SR a A 


Women's es 
Z Drug F ture 
Year and Month Clothing pbaas rugs urnitur 
A B A B A B A B 


July, 194leccccce. 111.5 132.4 115.7 126.1 UOVstee LoOe te Ail Get 147.9 


July, 1943 wocccce 152.5 173.4 163.1 163.6 159.6 159.6 LOGa7 VelsGee 
July, 1945 woooece 165.5 203.2 189.9 215.3 178.4 186.1 134.9 17907 
July, 1946 ..cccce 186.5 223.6 189.3 211.3 201.3 207.02 188.7 245.4 


June , 1947 wcccces 24006 233.3 255.0 207.8 206.0 221.4 2335.1 243 08 


SRI ANULT ccodutteien. | 20085 m. 25945109207 4anee8..G QU. 2 yp cB 1 dace 656 eee ase 
Le ed: (b) Radio and 
Year and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical 
A B A B A B 
ae) Voy ie Le aioe cd aee 152.9 136.3 132.8 156.9 139.9 161.4 
RATE Vig ROA Duta d ccd oksie 163.3 143.9 166.2 196.4 97,5 112.5 
July, O46 ss ce'es 208.9 194.5 218.4 268.4 108.8 130.6 
Judy 946th sa 273.2 248.3 250.8 296.3 193.2 122259 
wane 5. 1967 cou cc's 314.6 268.6 234.0 256.7 268.2 291.0 
LD Sa A he 29408." 267,.0 219.0 258.8 256.3 295.8 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


ee 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regians = (Avera e_for 1956 x 1939 = 100) 
igures for the current year are subject to final revision) © 
rece ee 


General Country Depart= Te Food Restau= Family 
Index General ment ileal rant Clothing | 
REET eREnmnammnenmmer mrss or ait 


Year and Month 


Maritime Provinces 


July, 1941 ccocccooe 14207 120.1 127.65 196.2 137.8 199.4 120.8 
July, 1946 sccoccce 25505 226.1 L75.9 253.29 237.0 292.7 25302 
June 1947 ccoccccce 245.6 22402 2506 27208 235.8 PASM PG) 264.6 
Julys 1947 cocccecce 235909 235709 189.7 266.4 244.0 273.0 246.9 

Quebec 
July, 1941 ccoccccece 123.8 149.0 97 4 160.7 121.35 127035 124.3 
July, 1946 eccooeos 191035 251.6 16369 256-5 175.0 215.6 213.5 
June, 1947 sococese 24906 Z20neo 205 30 $12.9 236.1 206.5 310.0 
July, 1947 cococcce 21402 248.4 197 03 289.4 194.4 219.25 257 6 

Ontario 
July, 1941 eoccecce 122.6 Told wees 9709 143.1 134.6 123.7 10955237 
July, 1946 cccocococe 183.4 ZOF 0: € 148.8 204.9 188.2 205.0 175.0 
SUG. LOST Geemeves car e4 195.3 A Laaly 228.4 225.0 203.5 217.1 
July, 1947 cecccvss 20802 226.8 178.3 225.8 217.0 208.0 195.3 

_ Prairie Provinces 

July, 1941 cocccooe L2Zlel 1123 Ore 152.0 148.6 141.8 109.8 
July» 1946 0008200090 204.2 IO’ L 154.5 RANCH 240.5 240.0 2eeeo 
June, 1947 eocooeo 3000 Beet 194.7 206.3 22802 25269 PAM SIAR 26565 | 
Dales WAT ides see E21 8% 9720158 ©. 185.0 04 29767 25847! 250.3). Memes 


British Columbia 
July, POD comin ac eo EGS 7 119.1 128.6 136.8 119.2 


150.5 
Julys L946 ecccccca. 21007 196.6 192.9 177.6 205.4 218.3 ra Pe 
June, 1947 ©02000000 247.55 257.8 258.8 el.7 249.9 206.8 242.5 


Ptily, 1947 sestsess 238.7 2298 22905 186.8 2276 228.8 25509 
= — Ae Re Seats Be 


, ew 


Unadjusted: Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
aoaoaoaoaoaeeeeamuamaeaeaeeEeEeeEoeEeeeee———eSESe———————————————EEESeee 


Ments({a}) Women's ‘ (b) Radio and 
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Rlectrical 


Le GSC STO RA eS i NED 


Maritime Provinces 


164.4 131.6 1358.7 eS), £8! 146.8 160.4 189.5 Sie sy 
24067 2eeut Z2o06d 224.8 AS Higa! 294.0 35265 280.2 
268.6 303 09 27969 214.8 346.6 309.5 284.5 302.8 
245.3 eolLec Bots 224.4 293 04 29402 257.9 (c) 
Quebec 
nies (eis, 20Gse NOR eae 106.8 igen 120.4 T4055 
154.5 WE GR) 55.6 USPee 178.6 290.4 2269 205.5 
Ceaeeo 254.6 Colac 205.9 251.8 348.7 22069 Zo00eo 
192765 190.0 INshpaks 204.4 192.7 523.9 202 9 259.8 
Ontario 
102.4 109.4 1T1.36 RSS 118.0 149.9 SA I 1oOeT 
16435 196.1 192.8 190.1 161.4 241.8 244.5 oeed 
Zoos 2ohee 265.4 194.6 MG IS 284.6 22107 2285 
ACHES IL 200.5 208.9 199.8 218.61 264.9 206.9 Zeek 
Prairie Provinces 
106.0 106.0 A250 IWATE 106.1 eyes 127.8 Lale7 
19262 186.3 19760 Ole 201.9 28560 PAK) Gil 251.4 
243 04 208.6 25808 PUSS AIe 198.7 310.9 254.1 306.9 
214.5 194.6 201 04 22066 WASAS 299.0 23504 296.6 


British Columbia 
MT Gr? 129.4 140.3 “T25.1 VS C7 145.0 S35 169.3 


179.0 202.9 Codec 241.8 252 02 531.9 265.05 2298 
247 8 240.1 269.0 245.6 271.1 37909 25004 518.5 
226.8 217.0 259.6 2636 283 26 546 02 26502 518.4 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
{b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
{c) Not available. 
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RETAIL SALES 


August, 1947 
(1935=1939=100) 


General Index Up 4% from August, 1946 


In 14 lines of the retail trade, mainly clothing, food, and 
household goods outlets, August sales were 4% above the 1946 August index. 
Nhile this increase was the smallest in any month of 1947 over corres= 
ponding months of last year, it should be interpreted in the light of the 
abnormally high figure in August, 1946 when sales rose 20% above the pre- 
vious year as compared to the twelve-month average (1946/1945) of about 
14%. 


The general index of sales in the first eight months of 1947 
stood at 9% above that for the same period a year ago. 


SE A 


Sales in three:store types--jewellery, women's clothing and 
hardware stores--fell below last year's level. The 12% decrease in 
jewellery sales continued the trend in that month which, in the first 
eight months of 1947, fell off 11% from last year's figure. While the 
decrease in hardware store sales was slightly less than 1%, that in 
women's clothing was more pronounced--7%--as compared to a pe ES, 
August period increase of 6% over 1946 sales. The decrease in women's 
apparel sales was particularly heavy in Ontario where the August index 
fell 15% below last year. Unusually heavy sales volume in the latter 
trade during August, 1946 may partially account for the recession in sales 
in August of this year. 


Food Indexes Steady 


Despite the influence of the high sales level in August, 1946, 
the restaurant trade moved up 3 1/2% over the same month of last year; a 
slight upward swing from the 1/2% increase accumulated in the first eight 
months of the year. August sales in food stores were 77: above last year 
as compared to a 10% increase in the January-.ugust period. 


General Merchandise Sales Approximate General Index 


- 


Both country géneral and department stores showed an increase 
of 4% in August sales. The latter figure indicates a more distinct ten- 
dency to level off than the former, since for the first eight months 


Price 10 cents 


Dominion Statistician: . ‘ ~ Herbert Marshall 
Director, Division of Census of Industry and Merchandising: W. Hs Losee 
Acting Chief, Merchandising and Services Statistics: C. H. McDonald 
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department store sales were 14% above 1946 while those in country gen-= 
eral stores were up 7%. August sales in variety stores showed little 
change from last year. 


In department stores increases for the various departments 
were confined to food and home equipment departments. A decline of 11% 
in women's apparel was the sharpest reduction recorded, Radio and music 
departments, which have heretofore shown extensive sales gains, fell off 
9% in August this year compared with August, 1946. 


Sales in Apparel Stores 

Depressed sales in women's clothing sales during August were 
accompanied by a slight up swing in men's apparel sales which stood 10% 
above August, 1946, a figure close to the trend during the earlier 
months of 1947. Sales in family clothing and shoe stores showed little 
movement. 


Sales of durable goods outlets were somewhat variable, the 
decrease in jewellery and hardware store receipts being noted above. As 
had been the case for more than a year, radio and electrical sales in- 
dexes out stripped those for other store types. The August increase was 
13% as compared to a 35% increase in the first eight months of the year. 


While the August increase in furniture store receipts was 4% 
an unusual movement took place in British Columbia where sales soared 
29% over August, 1946, The 3% increase in drug receipts during August 
varied little from the January-to-August trend of 4%. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIBS IN CANADA, BY SELECTED Bs I 
August, 1946 and August, 1947 


a : 
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


SER EE Nt BS ae SS 


| nventory'*) 
7 ae “% Change, 
DEPARTMENT August | August | % Change. | july 31,1947 

a 1947 | 1947/1946 IFaiy 31,1946 


nears % 

TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ......-0200.]95,260,810(36,918,284) " #169 | | eave 
lt. Vomen's dresses, coats and suits .oof 3,926,732] 3,426,967 ; mae 
Se Gbip ems Ste Ae MAE wae ccs cee es 2p tGD,/L7|. bout, 906 = Dig ie 
Pe uetery Omer lOVOb Mavs «sucieieceeceaee! 1,240,065 995,168 20. HOT 
2. LiIDgerie sand cOrsste gancacvcscivene) 1, SGey408 +49 1 
Be Millinery CCC HHTHTTOFSE FOS OCRSG HC OXVOKVOOOCED __ 371,981 = 5 9 
6. Women's and children's apparel = 

(Total, 1-5) @veooos oD 0948660099000 8 492 ,903 Foon 
7- Men's and boys' clothing and 
furnishings @eesovesveodoseccoansxseen8 00e¢0 Saw All ca! -(Syace +40 5 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and 
preparations @oe@ CFF FZOSCOFESORB000G080 904 ,846 = ny 9 
Me iiate Meter neat. days cess seer ses dees (2 GHCERIG| 2.773458 “erage +62 8 
‘ 
| 
LO, Smallwares S9eevoeoosoeoovodsvaet DH 00DaO O48 Lolth CEO) ag Ae + 5 2 
ll. Food and kindred products cscscccece 25578 5243) 3,044,541 aa bte\ a" +3200 
12. Furniture (including mattresses 
BOSTON), eta wa cial geaonse Ce. 0-6 go aan 24010009 54151 ,284| chao fe +46.8 
: ' 
15. Home furnishings .....seccecsocecooe| 2,684,412| 3,119,795 +1622 +63.6 
14. Household appliances and ; | 
Blgcirice li suppl Les. 5. sips < os ues ole 1,114,201} 1,397,379 +7 Do4: * 55,5 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils coeesof 1,561,409 1,598,249 aie aie ca ear ape te 
16. Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies eeeoeeceoeoe seas soeoveosens 958 , 934 =a irate. +78 .8 
17. Shoes and other footwear oi slanctereve ie (oc 23ec0 04) - 2.6 t+ 720 
18. Stationery, books and Magegzines .weeceo 567 ,016 - 5.4 ~ 8.5 
M i 
19. All other departments, total ..scwce 4,384,095] vl ble 55 eta ages 
(*) Please observe that these comparisons are ba m the ir 


bse the sed on the inventory situation at 
the berinning of August in the two years. 


— 


Year and Month , 


ee ee 


AUB. » None a Orr 


Auge, 1943 
Auge, 1945 
Auge, 1946 


Wale O47. 
Auge, 1947 . 


Year and 


Auge, 1941 
Auge, 1943 
Aug. , 1945 
Auge, 1946 


July, 1947 


Aug., 1947 .. 


Year and 
Auge, 1941 
Aug. , 1943 


Auge 5 1945 
Auge, 1946 


July, 1947 


Aug. , 1947 


Year and 


Auge, 1941 


Auge, 19435 
Aug., 1945 
Auge, 1946 


July, 1947 


AUgoe 5 1947 0©eoes008 


(a) Includes men's 
(b) Based on sales 
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Sel Napa A oe er r/o 


General 
Index 


165.2 143.2 
1S 7a, UGLeS 
L7TSELe 1S.S 
215.0 220.8 


CAG ee grok Ts Pe 


Cecew. (20 le0 


A B 


146.0 148.3 
BUA ot Alien Af AS ONS: 
18657 198.9 
CL Sed. CL Deo 


LPes0" “ceGan 
&) 


Wonen's 
Clothing 


Be Lee 
LI9s7 SLEL.E 


169.1 Le2ee 


TOGe sole oc 
198.2 240.9 


201.6 240.8 


184.5 231.5 


Hardware 


AC fees coment ee 


A 


295.8 267.9 
27406 257.5 


furnishings. 
including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


ee, ea Ca 


Restaurants 


258.0 


lso2.7 145.4 
154.8 147.4 
204.0 190.6 
216.0 e2ade2 


255 06 


Department 


CANADA = Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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Variety 


a ee ee 
e204. 1a6, 1) 15BLS: = Tem. % 


120.9 148.4 
155.7 184.7 
woce Does 


189.4 24508 
205.0 250.6 


119.1 140.6 
f26,8- 173.4 
168.6 205.8 
219.3 251.8 


20401 274.8 
221.5 261.9 


Drugs 


ear ae 
132.8 181.7 


153.6 156.9 
18058) 181.2 
207s ¢. 208.7 


21 Lao 218.1 
215.0 214.0 


b 
Hewehe ee 


ee ene 
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16320 


188.7 
244.5 
Gt lead. 


258 035 


160.2 174.8 
EGIL? 203.7 
254.9 205698 


244.8 247.5 
255685 24065 


Fanily Men's(a) 

Clothing _—Giothing 

A B A B 
113.2. 24605 
LIS.7 163.1 
141.3 19025 
181.5 Bie las. 


205.7 254.7 
199.5 256.1 


Furniture 


A B 
155.5). Lo2eae 
sp hae aes eI 
187 Sy SiS Age 
204.0 190.6 


210.0 2741 
Cae 205.9 


Radio and 


_ Electrical... 28 
A B 


"TAO. 2 415955 


102.0 116.3 
lizg.2 124.0 
218.5 240.0 


207 1 296 66 


246.7 28165 
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Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 


Unadjusted Indexes of : ues 
( the current year are subject to final revision) 


Figures for 


; General Country Depart=- yoeriet Food Restau= Family 
Peet am Month index General ment sae rant Clothing 


— nl 
ee ng BEETTERRREEReE CRRETIE ~ a Te 


Maritime Provinces 


fee ee oe a oT in ee 
_ Kagust, 2941 ...... 151.5 126.1 137.2 207 o4 150.8 215.1 118.8 
August, 1946 ....06 24501 251.5 225.2 270.3 23 9¢7 283.4 25005 
DGIVG EGET sveadies (24061 239.4 189.7 267.8 242.9 273 6 250.3 
August, 1947 ..0000 24708 238.5 223.9 o70 o4 243.3 268.8 243.8 
is Quebec 
ReUsU Sel scons Lodo? .. 14402 igo. TTO.G. dele one leero eee 
Bupuet, 1946 ,.d.0<. 207.8 B25 07 212.9 269.6 1S3.7 a2 —2 219.0 
Tuive Goll akasdase (elee4 249.3 196.4 289.5 194.4 219.2 259.3 
August, 1947 eeoodced PE Sot Dae ail. AlN syne! Cones PASTS! 226.0 219.8 
es rT: Ontario 
Pueuety Cel aegeus 1o4.0 101.4 l2lom  Ghd0.5 145.8 156<0 11365 
MUSE, LOIS saswen (20205 206.9 186. 216.6 21641 ZLows 200.8 
SOE GITORT Saeeceea 207 «6 225.6 17620 Bets 216.4 ROTm 198.2 
August, 1947 .oeceo 210.4 218.8 182.6 AW ee 229.2 AY A 201 
aoe ce Prairie Provinces 

Rdpaets 1o4l .cseee lseeD 128.0 107.0 141.8 i7r.0 — 139]0- — eon 
AUPUSt 1046" sp sc0e ~ 228.6 2184 185.7 252.8 274.4 2o5g0 242.7 
Set atewascs eee]. ~ 20154 183.0 238.0 259.8 250.0 237.6 
PamoG bast 94% onde os. (26Gn6 223.03 207.07 222.9 290.2 240.7 PATS 8 


ek a oe EE Ee eed __ British Columbia 
August, 194. wc... 140.8 120.8 138.0 141.2 156.6 125.4 9 igduee 
August, 1946 ..000- 235.7 224.2 225.8 19.6 234.0 219.2 241.2 


Ne) 


et oes eerere 25965. ~ 9 226%, 252.4 190.5 228.9 229.9 256.4 
August, 1947 02... 25602 246.4 247.4 «192.1 254.7 ~—-2.226 272.3 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) heal: 
ee ai So as eS ae a CT SRE RN Or ET Oe} 
Men's(a) iomen'ts : : ( Radio and 
‘ Drstaar ee y 
Pome -cremiins Shoes rugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery pyectrical 
ee re eee iwame Mrovinces = : ete 
156.5 150.1 oO 151.4 145.1 155.0 ap a 155.3 
214.5 25502 258.9 240.49 $06.4 Zooeie S02 62 286 9 
246 25 26559 25568 22009 Z9a60 294.5 29059 289 4 
ga5.6: 76.1 241.0 240.5 1 506.5 297-1 11.0 279 4 
BLO 6.9 120.0 La8 ek 12645 Pies. 168.9 143.7 152.6 
166.4 66.4 166.4 Ee, We tt 209e7 25546 245 9 
191.0 189.0 166.67 207.6 oe ed $25.6 20S 62 263 5 
178.4 164.2 im 168.0 ZhLeo (c) 285 06 215.4 266 2. 
rn os Ontario Brea es med! 
108.5 Mb Si 111.4 152.5 143.4 145.9 145.9 Lége5 
17935 20521 126 .6 Leo, 6 173.6 266.8 eble! LT Sas 
200.9 204.2 207.8 SS 200.9 266.05 2OT a2 225.0 
Gerace wy heb e4 196.3 202.5 Tle NC eo | eae Pay 
bere ON Ed cA) re | sae 
92.8 10561 iabeieks! Tse go SToRe4 Loiad" 149.5 SS 
187.3 20069 205 91 22258 250.8 $06.0 Zo 0en CET: 8 
214.6 L925 XO. 22200 182.5 29869 BM 29545 
PFE 19S 68 20 be 22208 209.4 A 287 97 COL wa a. CASTER ey 2 
; or British Columbia on at 4 
Pare) 128.6 130.6 12865) 164.4 136.4 147.0 eo TAG 
200.0 224.4 284.4 255 02 Bh ots $37 04 50502 242.2 
Copel 216.35 oleae ZOesc 284.5 345.8 261.5 318.9 
240.0 255 09 _ 271.9 258 03 55201 552 06 275.6 514.35 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
(c) Not available. 
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RETAIL SALES 
SEPTEMBER 1947 


Increase Over 1946 Widens in September 


Retail stores in Canada increased sales 16% in September this year compared with last. This 
gain was larger than that for any other month of 1947. The average margin of increase for the first nine 
months of this year over last was 10%. Sales moved 8% above August, 1947 volume. Fourteen trades, 


chiefly concerned with the distribution of food, apparel, household equipment and personal effects, are 
represented in this monthly retail trade series. 


Unadjusted general indexes of dollar sales (on the base, 1935 to 1939 = 100) were as follows: 
241.6 for September, 1947, 207.8 for September, 1946 and 223.9 for August. 1947. 


SEPTEMBER SALES UP 16% 
INCREASE FOR NINE MONTHS IS 102 


INDEX INDEX 
GENERAL INDEX 
300 IF RETATL TRADES 300 
([ Qo5 3 S70 Oo 
250 250 
200 pag Sale ‘ ie ae 200 
150 150 
[oo 1Go 
50 50 
ra) (6) 


GS a ee eee ee, eo 


MON TEL 


indexes are nol adjusted for seasonal variation Series MR-| 


a ee 


Department Store Volume Expands Further 


An increase of 20% for department stores in September featured 
results for the general merchandise group of stores. Rural trading 
measured by the sales trend for general merchants in smal] communities, 
kept pace with the upturn in sales of other types of retail outlets with 
sales 16% higher in September. Cumulative increases for these trades in 
the nine-months' comparisons were on a somewhat smaller scale than those 


for September. 
Price Rise Affects Shoe Sales 


One highlight of the September results was a 30% increase in 
sales of shoe stores. Announcement of a forthcoming price rise about the 
middle of September created an urgent public demand for footwear. Sep- 
tember activity was in sharp contrast with the rather even tenor of 
business in earlier months of the year, sales at the end of September 
showing a gain of only 6% over the first nine months of 1946. Apparel 
stores enjoyed considerably higher sales than in September a year ago, but 
failed to equal the average increase for retail trade as a whole. 


Increases for Durables Among Highest 


An increase of 24% for radio and electrical stores in September 
ranked highest among ‘gains for the various trades, although somewhat re- 
duced from the average increase of 34% for the first nine months of the 
year. Considerable fluctuation has been apparent in the furniture store 
increases this year, but the September sales gain of 18% was among the 
largest recorded during 1947. Hardware trading was more buoyant in Sep= 
tember than it had been since early in the year, sales being up 16% in 
September and 9% in cumulative results. 


Only Candy and Jewellery Store Sales Decline From September, 1946 
heen OE EMS Tigh te 


~-Chain candy firms reported sales down 12% from September 
last year and off 4% in the January~to~-September com-= 
parison, 

--A 2% decrease in jewellery store sales was smaller than 
declines for most other months of this year. 

--Food store sales, up 20% in September, had their highest 
increase of the year. 

~~Restaurant receipts remained close to the 1946 level. 

~-Retail fur stores, after experiencing a rather indifferent 


trade throughout most of this year, marked up an impressive 
25% gain in September. 


Ontario Has Largest Rerional Gain 
er ee VAIN 


All sections of the country reported substantially higher retail 
trade in September this year compared with September a vear APO. Ontario 


led other regions with » sain af 20%, but was closely followed by British 
Columbis and Quebec with enins of 18% and 17%. ) 
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DEPARTMENT STORES SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
ee eee 
September, 1946 and September, 1947 


A ing compani j ot to be 
These figures are derived from a sample ot reporting companies anc are n 
; intervreted as totais for all department stores. 


Please observe that these comparisons 
the beginning of September in the two 


WEALESS ee 
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INVENTORY (+ 
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% Change, 


3 S % Change 
Sept. Sept. LS Les 1947 
DEPARTYENT 1946 1947 1947/1946 aes a 
' Sees 3 3 | 
| 7.0 
ZO : + 5 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..-+eeeseeeeee 44,782 3806 53,755,698) +2000 _ Ae 
: 3 j 5,119,584) 5,675,006 +1028 - 9.7 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ... 7,1 LoS ’ : 
2. Girls' and infants! wear .cc.ceseees| 2,615,856 he oe #19.8 +198 
5. Hosiery and gloves eek cee Te ee eB OSs, 87 © 1,925,955) Han Olgto) +29.4 
{ 
Z ‘ raf 
4. Lingerie “end corsets’... ..ssceececee| £761,154 2,057,684) +1656 adore) 
| { : 
GS. MALIAMOr ye Fe cc e eave esac cee eseeseeses 645 ,060 731,024 +t15.d | -iT1 21 
6. Women's and children's apparel - : | on 
cue t nea ne Oy w big lc: div wk wa lee alee Lk DOO yt Od 13,528 925! +PSec +° 9.5 
7. Men's and boys! clothing and 
furnishings eeovesvse0c0@ecoe8 2? @8 FO GCH# HK OHHH Sia aghon al’, Wig Oe Cras +195 +5025 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and 
PreparationS cecsevecsseccssccveses 958,281 995,022 + 3.8 ~ Tae 
Pe E LOGeM IOUS (4 suduclees vec aGe torino veslowhocl,905| 4,100 or +14.,0 +66 .4 
10. Smallwares PGS Sa A POL GoLeif goG! AOA ti Oey 
ll. Food and kindred products rc eas 2,414,291 Pecans) +40.6 | +28.4 
12. Furniture (including mattresses i | 
Hat SPS gg Wa ac) er yrtrd tara aetrarines arate Pivul poeo| O,oTaogole Tho. o | 443.1 
13. Home furnishings .ccecsecscceesascee! 5,071,346| 3,867,540} +25.9 +62,2 
14. Household appliances and electrical 
supplies Sie St sS eS a iale.e Glacele Gre oferaietecn | 1,382 ,564 2,115,396! calor, +5529 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils a 1,648,030] 1,979,488 POL i208 0 
16. Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies PASS Ae BONE See Hike eos 8 111,488 SVogle a Alen st sal Sstele, al 
{ 
17. Shoes and other footwear ...cesceess 455359 ,228| 4,544,768 +36.) | +15.4 
18. Stationery, books and magazines .... 857,159 890,271 + Ge aloes 
. 
19. All other departments, total ....... 4,450,589] 5,411 ,327 | 


are based on the inventory situation at 


vears, 


me dist 


CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1955-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 


\ General Countr : 
Year and Month Index eicel Uopenepeis er 
aE ae B A B A B A B 
September, 194] .... 13.5.2) oom b24.00° 11589 138.6. 156.6 be. cam Oese 
September, 1943 .... otee 15729 IMo.Or Loos. L591 156.8 L7OV2e 27852 
September, 1945 .... Level . Veseo LV Sea. V64%ke Z2UY 663 A20555 194.2 200.9 
September, 1946 .... 207.28 . 21430 Peo 4. 1 8 Boost See. 21.8.5 es al 
eis Gis O47 (2. soe ss e4p.9 26750 228 Osea lisL AOE OLE SOC 20066. B4iGs 
September, 1947 .... 241.6 241.0 2eU~e) 204.5 287.9 282.6 244.7 2610 
Family Men's(a) 
Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing 
. | A Bade | i: A B A B 
September, 1941 .... 1$3.7- 13931 L3s.2- 128.6 131.4 143.3 128.4 130.4 
September, 1943 .... 154.6 160.3 P8605 179.0 L6G. 17650 L54,.8° Neo 
September, 1945 .... £7468, 175 0% 204.4 199.5 200.5 "212,68 209.8- (295 2% 
September, 1946 .... 184.3 196.6 Z1LOya~ 206.0 21769 2444.5 212.08) oles 
Beis. LOS -.% 6 6's « Lokeo. seco es S500 05 (217A eoles “261.9 1GGee 25256 
September, 1947 .... eein® 220s. 21530. .208.6 248.7 270.6 287.5 . 250.9 
Women's ; Sars a8 ON 
Year and Month Clothing Phos DUE a oe ee 
A B A ‘3B A B A B 
September, 1941 .... 134.8 144.0 WOnn elu metcrce © NGO.4 LsOg5 LS Yaou, LaCoo 
September, 1943: .... G71o. 5 whee Lover 1 6024. Pes. 9 £518 117.4 » 103.6 
September, 1945 .... O11 9 - B2846 2Obeo- B49 ¥84.6 . 183.0 LAS Oo ee 
September, 1946 .... 220.8 242.6 2OAme 1.08.60) BOOee 2202 65 Oy eo. CL 3s 
AUC SCN LOST s4h o 3%, 6 1844.5 2607 20266 219.6 21570 2ize4 2120-5 S04 
September, 1947 .... 240.4 255.7 26205 249.0 214.0 215-6 251.4 201.1 
a6 (b) Radio and 
Year ‘and Month Hardware Jewellery ___ Mlectrical 2 
_ eee ae ae: A eB Swe aa 
September, 1941 .... LEG 2 4255,8 147 6 > 165.6 156.9 140.4 
september, 1943 .... 155.0 2a. 7 L747 193.6 114e%  shO2c6 
September, 1945 .... 22bel. YBA.7 Bisel 248.4 1252.0 Pah ae 
September, 1946 .... 20Geb 422655 2oGel 21 Se 245.5 22nee 
magus AOA ol es kes 2 lite) Bab s6 2oG.e “2645.5 250.2 285.5 
September, 1947 .... 0052 (baoeso 255.8 259.5 Je 504.1) oie. 


(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


o's 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions ~ (Average for.1935 - 1959 = 100) -- 
Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 


mee mye 


sas oe 


rk: General Country Depart- yoo oy Rand Restau~ Family 
Year: and Month dee! Géuaral) oment Variety ‘rant Clothing 7 
= net aco an 
= Maritime. Provinces ~ = sine venetian RE 
September, 1941 ... 150.6 117.0 149.7 Be st 147.4 191.4 132.5 
September, 1946 ... 252.0 189.6 275.4 ~° 259.0 217.5 249.7 222.0 
August, 1947 ..ce%0 24765 238 el 225.09 275.41 242.8 262.9 247.5 
September, 1947 «2. 255.8 22406 299.7 267.4 240.8 241o1 oe eee 
- Quebec 
September, 1941 ... es ee 140.6 V6e00 126.1 152.5 Teo. om 
September, 1946 202 2U0le2 17647 268.2 204.8 170.8 212.6 219.5°° 
August, 1947 ...e.. 215.8 25528 216.1 28502 207.9 22509 22leu 
September, 1947 2... 254.6 209.4 352.8 $02.7 196.35 22209 265.5 
Ontario es ahs dete 
September, 1941 ... 154.5 120.9 138.2’ 41.6 13250 133.7 126.1 
September, 1946 ... 195.6 17265 210.8 196.7 175.6 203.8 N= pre’ 
Poeust, 1947 ......° 210.5 219.3 182.6 212.9 229.8 Solon 202.0 
September, 1947 ... 23526 203.1 259.2 224.6 22561 214.0 PAB BES PN Mise 


a Prairie Provinces na 
Siegtemvers 1541..5 196.7 129.6 °~YS1.7 148.9 rae.0 | rea Em 


September, 1946 ... 252.0 207.9 PHOT AO, a Ys aire t) memncrorre 2743 > 
August, 1947 wsecee 257.7  22le2 20737 TAG) 289.5 240 047 (HAST YO 
September, 1947 .2. 259.1 Pay 294.0 iota Patoy byl CO so 213.3. 
British Columbia Pee 
September, 1941 ... 1985.5 LG. 5 PATI5 op, aS L541 109,0 136.6 
September, 1946 ... 222.3 190.9 247 04 179.2 188.0 204-2: 22965 


August, 1947 ....e. 256.5 246 25 247.8 boos 25 


A oy ero 265.9 
Seareuber, 1947)... 265.0 "227.2" © 308.0) ° 188.9. ~ 227.2) 212,17 eon ee ue 


eae 


Unadjusted Indexes of’. Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 
‘ Figures: for the current year are subject to final revision 


a 
SSS nS eo 


Men's(a) Women's . ‘ (b) Radio and 
D 
Clothing Clothing Shoes rugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Wiaweraeun 


Maritime Provinces 


IS7 oo" 154.4 148.5 4539 160.7 59S 20024 VTS 
226 «8-2 Coles 2298 217.4 25669 « «20067 299.1 274.6 
243 67 Ad bel by le 240.2 241.5 SU esl 294.8 $06.9 29069 
225.8 278.9 2597.58 PASEO) 294.1 $03 05 296 04 305.6 
Quebec ae 
UE are oi areas P28s8, 110.0 LST 32 121937, 16956 rS269 aoe 
183.4 189.6 165.4 TO5. 8 ZOMG 269.1 eas t 2Zeios 5 
173 oth UGS 2 aA teyr 4 . 216.5 179.1 AS ee PAU es 260.7 
208.3 254.0 212.9 214.4 PES DOO «4 CA RS BOGmo 
Ontario 
124.5 “LO GeL UB SG 129.4 139.7 oa He Olean WERE 
207.8 | Zo06O 202 .4 UEC ou. 16262 Ages 2354.4 206.0 
191.41, 176.8 195. 7 202.5 195.6 ZOD oil Pilsen Paiksyat 
Bol ge 24.7 ZOtleoe 202).1 Oe) oe! 264.8 22060 272.8 
Prairie Provinces 
156.5 ~ 152.5 139.6 Seino 15932 Lao O Tease Nore © 
269.2 208.5 224.4 BL909 220.8 294.9 Boon 288.0 
201 6d 194.1 222.4 EES) 209.4 2 Svicurl: 262 ,] 288.2 


2778 219.6 318.1 219.3 220.5, 304.1 247.0 553 20 


British Columbia 
128.5 itetsicnlé 145.8 127 56 S600 ACO. oRSkesal £52.66 


224.5 246 .6 276,54 251.3 267.7 316,0 245.7 266.2 
258.0 250,20 275.8 “Ao fens) 348 5 3546.1 295.8 — 51936 
271 «7 267.6 546.4 264.9 294 39 586. Pg ag 24827, 570.1 


(a) Includes men's furnishinss. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
(c) Not available. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
DEPARIRENT SLUR OAL eS 
January-September, 1946 and January-September, 1947 


These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


reg - ‘ 


SALES 
Jan.-Sept. .Jan.~Sept. % Change, 
Department 1946 1947 1947/1946 
7300. i Ta a a a SN ERR 
TOPP y cl) DEPARTUENTS ie s-cdeteseie se Lo,0Ce ,186 361,095,724 +14.3 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ... 36,524,785 39,028 ,555 + 6.9 
peraania” frit nner! WOR \eas es ecaae ) be ,loe pol 14,279,569 sl maps 
Be LOLOL BG SPU OWES. wim sais tiu.00.0 soe emeu ml gl. tO V2 5,045,508 ve he) 
spew ee Oi COIS SS OS aise ais pee ae tlad et Othe ct 13,514,076 HL AZ 
Ce ML Pinot nos ah ons Chaar a wae tele 3,698 ,007 $,919,966 +658 
6. Women's and children's apparel - : 
(Total, 1-5) eo7Cooes oF ee osoe 29 CH EHO 18,0 C eo, 004. 82 ,787 ,454 ur 84 
7. Men's and boys! clothing and 
PMYOLS ANTE Basar ne Ge spa ecls Seales see WOO ET TC, LOS $8,540,548 +14.1 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and a 
EOS Holl LOUD helcis lems ists 6. eies.ccelete © 6 ore 8,585,769 8,579,476 an aS 
SG Ls HELO Sig 3 Gee Ege er 2 a ee 25,254,980 PA sieet aah Hows if AO, 
alt @ ie Smallwares ovr vo F BOEOKGesaeoseseevoee0dn MO, 8S4 Ubi LPs 70. 450. t10.5 
11. Food and kindred PYOdUCTS. cccssssses 000,002,053 28,542,258 Siena 
12. Furniture (including mattresses 
BROS VELNES) w wma owe €ehkd om oleae Segoe gtOl 26 ,009,,575 #15.5 
Pe etie fiyPd SHARES 4c ac eas pds es ben eee 25 5499 ,386 295159 ,554 +24.0 
14. Household appliances and electrical ae 
supplies ea) eS Amen ae eee ae Ss, SERRE o,176 ,669 13,048 ,461 +422 
LSS Hardware and kitchen utensils .<.se- Loe SOS7 Le Ui geil 651 +14.6 
16, Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies SPCECRPHEC RSH HCC ERC COR COS 4,686 ,156 6,300,365 +34.4 
17. Shoes and other footwear seecsceeses 21,987,268 24 ,682 ,898 +1. 2165 
18. Stationery, books and MAPAZINCS coe. Dye 97,708 5,729,634 + Gea 
19. All other Hepertments, total ...cc< 35 ,066 ,513 


40 ,101 ,883 


Cue ow | be 
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RETAIL SALES 
OCTOBER 1947 


Retail Sales Gain 12% in October 


Sales of retail merchants in Canada continued upward through October, ad- 
vancing 5% beyond September volume. A gain of 12% in October, 1947 over October, 
1946, while reduced from the 16% increase recorded in the September comparison, was 
nevertheless greater than the average gain for earlier months of this year. Sales to 
the end of October this year exceeded those in the same ten months of 1946 by mete 
Unadjusted general indexes (on the base, 1935 to 1939 = 100) were as follows; 254.1 
for October, 1947, 227.2 for October, 1946, and 241.2 for September, 1947. 


Consumers Spend More On Food 


Food stores have been absorbing an increasing proportion of consumer expen= 
ditures in recent months. October results show an increase of 20% over October, 1946, 
the second largest among those for the various trades and surpassed only by the 24% 
gain for radio and electrical stores. The accelerated rate of increase in food prices 
of late has been partly responsible. Sales of grocery and meat stores increased by 
12% in the first ten months of this year compared with last. In contrast with the 
marked expansion in sales of food stores are the comparatively minor gains being shown 
by restaurants, which have barely maintained the 1946 level throughout most of this 
year. This has been the experience throughout most parts of the country. Trends for 
these two segments of the food group are reproduced in the following charts: 


FOOD GROUP 


FOOD STORES RESTAURANTS 
1947 


1946 


Indexes are nol adjusted for seasonal variaHon Series MR-2 


Clothing Increases Reduced 


— — 


Increases in the apparel trades were quite moderate in October this 
year compared with last, and in all categories falling within this group 
there was a uniformity in the degree of their increases which ranged between 
2% and 6%. An increase of 13% for men's apparel in British Columbia and one 
of 17% for women's wear in Quebec were clearly outstanding compared with the 
results for other sections of the country. In cumulative comparisons for the 
ten-month periods of this year and last, increases for the apparel group fell 


short of those for retail trade as a whole. 


Candy and Jewellery Sales Lower Than Last Year 


ee 


Patterns established in earlier months of the year were generally 
reflected in October comparisons for most other kinds of retail business. 


* Chain candy firms reported sales 12% lower in October and 5% 
lower for the ten-month period of this year compared with 
1946. 

* Jewellery store sales declined 6% in October, a smaller re= 
duction than that for most earlier months of this year. 

* Furniture and hardware sains remained steady at 15% and 17%. 

* Increases for the "General Merchandise" group of stores were 
within reach of the average result for all trades, amounting 
to 12% for department stores, 10% for country general stores 
and 7% for variety stores in October. 

* Sales of retail furriers were 6% above October, 1946 volume. 


Sales Increases Smaller in Maritimes and Prairies Than Elsewhere 


—— me nee 


ee 


Ontario had the largest increase in October, the general index of 
sales for fourteen trades standing 15% above that for October a year ago. 
The Maritime Provinces and Prairie Provinces marked up increases of 7% and 


9%, while Quebec and British Columbia held closer to the average 12% in- 
crease for the country as a whole. : 


nay In results for the first ten months of the year, Quebec, Ontario 
and British Columbia were closely grouped with gains of 11% or 12% over 


last year. The increase in the Prairie Provinces was 8% and in the Mari- 
time Provinces, 4%. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


October, ‘1946 _and October, 2TSaT 


These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


% Change, 


Sept.30,1947 
1947/1 946 |e 


Zept.50,1946 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS wecvoscvccveve eh stl ieee 


1. Women's dresses, coats and suits .«-« 5,745,164! 5,812,254 


Se Girlie” tend Lntance! Weer sodeceecscoo| 2,01 toe) (25069 ,476 


B, Hosiery and FlOVEE is csc eee avesecess| 13965,658) 1,857,950 


4. Lingerie and corsets St dee cba | 1,612 ,645 


Cr Ma TMS TAs state brs eye <ieiate.« 6078.0 06:0 91026 0 oe PI 998 
6. Women's and children's apparel = 
CP tee Shae kin «cake te onde ss dmde sl De gere, O6Ty 
7. Men's and boys! clothing and 
Pardghlavea te deel ox d a bas Selec 2 ehOPORE TOLL 62955, 532 
8. Drugs and toilet eraéles ana 


DEGPEYEUIONS! acctawaciescsccavcacee| 1 sOeO,0744) 1,057,528 


(611, 


DaeP RECS ECOUS Gide tn sio cers er secccwarcsel Oye, O20). 3,716,446 FS gh 
eee ee MCL LE LIN EY EGS: A ghee 'g Kleleravls.o Miva nine 4's Wavelets eos} 1,691,755} 1,800,382 1G 412.20 
tie Pood and kindred products c00.cccesel, 539054,739 ena +32 .4 Tee 
12. Furniture (including mattresses | 

PRG APERMEH) Sepeecscccs vases sees! 2URE9,439| 3,793,438 . +1523 +34.0 
1S. Home furnishings ....ecwerescocssces| 35245,616] 3,938,062 +21 24 +6623 
14. Household appliances and electrical 

BEE PEIOSIes sco senneccscvecccuceeo| 1 pe95,467 2,082,651; +60.8 +500 

! 

15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ......) 1,610,620 1,909 ,639 +18.6 #20.0 
16. Radios, musical instruments and 

Se oe ea ae rnee me £90251 943 ,818 +19.4 +5225 
27. Shoes and other footwear ..cccccccce 5 5455,508] 3,773,067 + 9.8 + 9.5 
18. Stationery, books and magazines .... foe sed 718,908 - 1.9 -13.6 
19. All other departments, total ......o| 4,869,077] 5,393,555| +10.8 4-5 on 


(* ) Please observe that these comparisons 


are based on the inventory 
> situatio 
beginning of October in the two Vearso ion at the 


CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - | 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days a 


5 


(Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


(2) Includes ments furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942, 


nd Seasonal ‘Variations. 


General Countr , : 
Year and Month Index - Be Department Variety 
ay ee Soe es eee A B A B 
MeGober L944)! sc. ]4 947. 13659 152; ORE7..9 UG U0 5136.5 Lie 0s. 16662 
ecco ver, L945, bs +> WS aS MAS 16S sa, 246.1 Meta) Ov oO Oe eee ee 
CSTOoeM,, .UO4 Dera se COSe | LEIue USERS) WAN get Ze0go LOU eo Cigmcite clio 
October, 1946 .... Bata rAaOss ZOG Sime loae4 Payal SS VES) AG 246.7 240.8 
September, 1947 .. AAU Gre AMO) ES Bios Saal OSie2 Boiler ~MOOo ee CLO woe eC Oe el 
October, ] 1947 eee | 254.1 254.1 226.5 200.5 286. 04 245.4 264.4 256.0 ve 
or a |} an A alee Far ily “aren len! 5 eC Sa 
Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing _ eh 
Mee eA ae or Wee A 
Pecever, Lodi —T4oe- 143,05 — 164.0 Glee ~~ 181.2 148.6 169.4 168.4 
Wecoper, 1945 ws. WG SS ISSA) BEGOr. Smo ioe on eloce LOG cue Si6 
October, 1945 .se. We2e4 Sb. 4 BOW ttm O cre ZOAe9 = Zeoeo AZO) re ht) 
Cerover,. 1946 <j.<. AOI REY OKO, llSwenl — AIOy 8) Awe Lacie AS e Malia) 
september, 1947 .. BOSE BAe AMS OSA Cale Coed PEXSAOH | Taal 
October, pee ae Sasol ERA POR) LG Ae 2956 a 246. 6 261. 6 7 ae 
aA | TAY Pee 62s ee gto 
Veer end tonne Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture 
eee eens. ee eee Bees Rr AL 
October, 1941 sie, 1641 4051.3 P35. Gees O! . ALO ul Saco Dai.6) co 
Sctopex,! 1943. 1444 PAO a YUNA S 168.0 154.9 Ae Sa 2 LS Ss UO) ai) 
eotopers boson seus CaEOwom ee Ome linea LUGS TE eG) IkO Org meme ne Oh. 1696.6 14649 
Wetober, 1946 vec BOS WAR le. 209.5) (2OL9 ala te HOG ATS! 21@VO), 17 Be8 
September, 1947 .. AMOK! Ps ZO > Gee Goa elton: Zi lg CUS See 
Gctober,1947 ..... 272.5 231.7 221.2 214.5 226-3 217.8 242.0 205.3 
ae rs (6) Radio and 
Year and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical 
Tete “9 a ae a 
Berover; 1941s... L64eG 9 9 L80\6 T4001 150.9 152.1 127.5 
October, 1943 .... 160.9 WD ait Wes AOS OES 101.6 
October, 1945 ss. 228.0 OCS PHOS Bailes D 144,38 NATE SO) 
October, 1946 .... ZO les Zoos ARS AM BoOneeo 260.1 CARO) 
September, 1947 .. 295.6 Booeo PASM rh 256.9 504.1 ual 
October, 1947 .... $12.1 CIN 2 


ah 
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions = (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 


en 


ee RE LOE AEE EES oe —— a 


Restau- Family 
5 General Country Depart=- Werist Soon : 
“pam Index General ment y rant Clothing 
ee eee ee 
Maritime Provinces . 
October, 1941 eeoe 16169 124.8 180.7 22008 154.62 185.35 163.1 
October, 1946 wo... 249el 205.4 287 8 284.0 224.2 245 1 293.9 
September, 1947 .. 2535.6 224.1 Bodel 27029 240.2 258 06 25502 
October, 1947 ...- 266.6 226 of ka 28867 gp0er Eee a 29565 


Quebec 


_ 2) Se a an Ce mmm CE Ter A UR 205.9 
Peteareress ven. 22646. 209.7 28827 #9 285.5" LBL» sakees 300.4 
Reema Ott sy BSGL6 209.6 - 352.8! we SORE p-10D.8: enad ts 264.3 
Bee eis scse PeaeS 1 P5ds2_ 312.3 | 622.7 eee tee Beas’ 323.6 
Ontario 
Pateter 14. ..c. 148.5 1e0.4=—S«bS.5 Node 145.9" eee T6901 
Pee toe, ed | ITL.1 | 228.97 een.5  1oe.e ~ alta 239.0 
Bee isa; .. 268, | 203.3 e581!) zeb.2 eee.e, | RIAs 215.0 
October, 1947 «++. 243-7 190.2 26168 2418 24867 213-06 239.1 
Prairie Provinces 
pee hata.cs \4oan) 1 185.b~«d 4. omen lis.d . 148.0" TET 179.1 
Bee eGh Gs, wey 24868 225.9) - 9265.6 pe ead .7 210.0. aek6eu ' 36562 
Seeeee ee oe? .. 258.7 | Bel.5 295.58 M2212 0° 251,0 207.8 278.5 
Gotaber, 10f7 .... 270.0 240.7 |. 298.4) 25541 | 250.9 ez0e8 342.8 
British Columbia 
oe Sh a a eS! Se Ss 150.6 
Seed ofc 2... 9233.9 "212.1 ° ‘255. We Y200.6 196.6" * Tao. 274.7 
September, 1947 .. 264.5 230.9 306.1 191.6 230.9 212.5 274.5 
October, 1947 .... 264.4 240.3 286.5 192.3 241.4 202.9 298.3 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 


By Lt 


Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 


(a) Includes men's furnishines. 


(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


= 100) 


Men's(a) Women's $3 eee ee ee (>) Radio and 
peethine clethine 10eS rugs urniture ardware Jewellery Wiaeetuaees 
Maritime Provinces 
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Retail Business At Near-Peak Level 


Consumer spending in Canadian 
retail stores moved steadily upward in 
November, reaching a point 12% above 
November, 1946 volume. This increase 
compares with a 10% gain in the first 
eleven months of 1947 over 1946. Sales 
in November were higher than for any 
earlier month of the year, advanced 8% 
above October, and almost equalled the 
record volume of sales established in 
December, 1946. Unadjusted general in- 
dexes (on the base 1935 to 1939 = 100) 
stood at 274.5 for November, 1947, 
245.8 for November, 1946 and 254.1 for 
October, 1947. 


Variable Trends In Gen. Mdse. Group 


While department stores main- 
tained the same margin of increase in 
November (14%) as in preceding months 
of 1947, the increase for country gene- 
ral stores expanded to 12% as compared 


GENERAY MERCHANDISE 
GROUP 


FEM. ASM. JAY So Ole DD. 


MOINTHLY IMDEXES 


oe 1935 -3so=l100 
° 10] 


SPM, AM, Goel Laas GUND. 


DEPARTMENT STORES 


JM AM. J. J A. 820. SND 


Series MRS 


Po a 


with an average increase of 9% in the eleven-month comparison. The vari- 
ety store increas: cf 5% in November was slightly below the cumulative 
gain of 7% and declines appeare sd in November results for the Maritime 


Provinces and British Columbia. 


Gains In Cther Trades Conform With Patterns of Earlier Months 


There was no s 


U 


s}ed in resuits for earlier months of the 


“a 


ignificant change in the pattern of increases for 
r 


< 
© 


ig 
most other trades trom that re 
year. In all 14 trades, therefore, November increases approximated the 
average gains for the first eleven morths of the year. Increases in food 
and household durables were highest, and radio and electrical stores en= 
joyed a particularly outstanding increase of 40% compared with November, 
1946. Jewellery store seles were down from Novem mber a year ago in all 
sections of the country except Quebec province, and the average reduction 
for the country was 8%. Apparel stere increases were remarkably uniform 


and strikingly similer to those recorded in the eleven-month comparison. 


Decreases Predominste In Maritimes 


—_, ee a nn ee 


The average margin of increase for the country as a whole con-~ 
tinues to be well maintained in all areas except the Maritime Provinces. 
An increasingly large number of increases have been reported for various 
trades in the latter section of the country in recent months. November 
results sala manbedl batches ele over 1946 for only 5 of the 14 trades. Gains 
of 6% for department stores and 7% for food stores, representing a con- 
siderable 7) eee of the total trade by weight, were sufficient to off- 
set the declines in other instunces and bring the total of all sales 1% 
above that tor November, 1946. 
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Candy Stores and Furriers Still Showing Declines 
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m4 oy sr £3 sr - o/ + 
Chain candy firms reported sales 19% lower in November and 7% 
lower for the eleven-month pericd of this year compared with 1946. Sales 


of 


of retail furriers were 1% lower 5 Maven 
of retail furriers were 1% lower than November, 1946 volume. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
November, 1946 and November, 1947 
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be — 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


SALES INVENTORY (* ) 

4 th / Change, 
Nov. Nove o UNANE®s OQct.31,1947 
DEFARTMENT 1946 1947 1947/1946 GsE-3T 1946 


ee es ee EN Ca ee eS 
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TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS .cocccoceeccce 55,590,702 63,194,305 +135.7 +2421 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits oo. 6,766,429 7,901,280 +168 -10.4 
©, Girls’ and infants! wear cccccoccecs 254009204 2,751,484 415.0 +16.4 
3. Hosiery and gloves ccocacescccccoces 2,454,656 2,505,918 oe cree: +2202 
4, Lingerie and corsets coscccesscoccee 1,923,165 2,042,264 wot (Share +5le7 
5. Mill inery ooe0n00 Ov oOG6GO0O0O CSG eoeeooaoeso @® 566,571 584,600 + 38 5 i s34 ave 
6. Women's and children’s apparel = 
(Total , 1=5) eovoov0o000e 0020008 090000 14,146 ,045 15,785,546 sb Sy + 529 
7. Men's and boys’ clothing and 
furnishings ©2009 000OKOK9C2020000000 6i5%20',009 T,9'2 006 +18.6 +60.1 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and : 
PYEPArAbiONS occsseccscvevsovesess 1,565,811 ~ 1,465,952 = 6.4 = 8.7 
9. PIECE GOOdS erecscssccevccs sted ucsne™ Grou OG #O 4766 5957 + 91 +8268 
LO, Smallwares .osrcme Ris) alae wieieie aleleietle) 2s be 2,184,935 2,048,661 is AGE 410.9 
11. Foed and kindred products <.csescsses 8,197,072 4,240,059 +326 +21.0 
12. Furniture (including mattresses 
BM SEINE tena whe be hawewese¥iods! eyeod,500 3,245. 554." eres +34,.5 
[oe HOMO UrNI SHINES clieshecs ee cseeesengs, SO41,697 4,178,626 +14.7 +5567 
14. Household appliances and. electrical 
supplies eso0oe0g0g00ecqgnc evn eg0edg c9eaecgagaecoe2e0 1,420,478 24001 gO009 +60.3 +54.8 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ..ccos 1,765,467 2,003,034 413.5 414.8. 
16. Radics, musical instruments and ‘ 
supplies CFF HOKOGHCeEHGAGG COAG KOHGHEHBOHLOSS 950,344 b y2565,259 oes +5342 
17. Shoes and other footwear eecosceosees 3,905,405 4,674,268 +19.7 +152 
18. Stationery, books and magazines coe. 1,558,301 1,279,624 = 5.8 -10.4 
19. All other departments, ‘total oss... 8,478,585 83799,660 | «+ 398 + 6.8 


Seat Rte es en a Ei chile 
: - ie eae NS het aed Aad 
(*) Please observe that these comparisons are based o 

the beginning of November in the two years. 
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CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1989 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. 8. Adjusted for Number of SEE GEe Days and Seasonel Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General Country 
Department Variet 
Year and Month Index General @ y 
A es A B A B A B 
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November, 1941 .e. 145.9 186.0 Lele he wos a Eye lee. utiee 
November’, 1943 %y..°° 0172.8” 16407, 156 sy Pooss 196.0 168.8 19957 19708 
November, 1945 oe. 213.3 200.9 182.5 17561 258.3 222.4 249.9 246.3% 
November, 1946 ... 245.8 223.5 202.8 189.1 304.4 261.1 292.0 271.9 


Oetober, 10472... 025451 254.0  228eR. 20250  28652..245.2 265,0 256.6 
Woveriber, 1947... 274.5 258.5 227.2 220.1 | 547.8 310.3 305.7 294.4 
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rook "eee Family. Men's (a) 
oo¢ 


Year and Month tes taurants Clothing es 

Ce MTS a ke 2 eee ae eee 

November, 1941... 143.7 140.8 T2GRe TORT u- oGaeiLlol 4. lige 1 fear 
November, 1943 ... 165.8 159.5 ITs  aeoe. Ziego Trees 206.1 166.8 
November, 1945 ... 165.9 1685.6 204.6 214.8 260.5 218.1 256.2. 207 oo 
November, 1946 ..- 209.5 197.8 21062 22067 51264 248.4: 305e4 280.8 
October, 1947 .... 241.6 239.8 OL Gy act s6 292.5 245.8 2606 C 22264 
November, 1947 ... C4209 23869 ais 227 8 386.1 27568 SS1 66 25802 


oe a ere ear eee are wo ang ee Se TN Se re ee st eh SORE A eA A 
Wore n's 


ee mre 


Vaur ane Mowe Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture 
| Cae hee ee es Eee Bn Aloe ogee 
November, 194] ... 155.4 187.2 128-8 130.4 134.6 186.2 102.5 . 96.8 
November, 1943 we 205.0 182.0 ISA = Wha L69so 72 <6 ede iid 
November, 1945 ... Coa acdsee 209.4 215.3 195.6 197.8 64.6 Gee 
November, 1946 .e.« Bovmoumaroce 22964 Beleo 2lSto oleee Clie. 9 ed Wee 
MOCUG bat. ll UAT tae es PAT Bib toie eee glial Cece o terry, Coon Un val les Z0Gee ea Vawl 
November, 1] 1947 eee SOG g BY Ole 244.6 C4548 216.6 219.0 2 Bie 22869 
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i aan a ee er a (hy. RG car ica pier 
Year and Month Hardware Joab Blectrical 

ares “ 3 -— Seana, SERRE 
movember, 104. se,  l@n.0 0 l@o,5° “= Tar aa Fone eet uk eee 
November, 1945 ... apes 16) UEKI AG Lita Alora 11664 LOL.Y 
November, 1945 ..,. rayAd G10) Blkee 291.7 286el 16508 16454 
November, 1946 oe. 270.1 260.9 BOT ao DOM e4: 255.4 22549 
October, 1947 wees Slesl eleeo 224.8 242.5 S29 67 776 94 
November, 1947 ... 297.9 29709 281.8 287 4 $56.8 $25.0 
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(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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Unad. ‘usted Indexes of 2etail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
cat (Figures for the aE rene are subject to final revision, 
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Pitine Proweuces ee a 
November, 104) .«... 164.8 —- wee Tela 2401 156.5 “l7Se0" eleee 
Novemher, 1946 wseee 274.4 215.0 437 04 351.0 232.0 228.6 351.5 
October, 1847 Betis! Es Yoh 227 .Y SO 294.3 249.7 232.0 Ae aed 
Nov aber, 1947 ...0. 27728 224.0 35624 $34.8 248.8 218.9 314.4 
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Woverber, 1941 ....> Viet 124.0 128.5 175.5 124.4 128.4 phe ieee! 
November, 1946 eos. 237.5 193.6 342.0 318.0 197.6 209.5 324.2 
Octower, 10147". eas. 254.1 236.8 311.9 322.1 225.1 225.5 325.8 
November, 1947 ...+. 262.9 pe ee 387.8 342.5 215.6 21730 36763 
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November, 19 
November, 1° 


October, 1947 eessee 243.6 GO.8 261.5 241,47 248.5 214.0 240.2 | 
November, 1947 .eves 278.1 215.6 642.4 289.8 261.2 20767 268.2 
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RETAIL SALES 
DECEMBER 1947 


December Retail Sales Spurt Boosted 1947/1946-Increase to 11% 


Widening the gap between sales in 1947 and 1946, which became 
marked from September on, the general index of retail sales for December 
climbed over 16% above the same month in 1946. The greater volume of 
dollar sales in December as compared with other months of the year in 
most trades brought the 12-month cumulative increase up to 11% from the 
10% figure for the first 11 months. 


The December general index of retail sales unadjusted for sea-. 


sonal factors and for price changes stood at 328.6 (on the base 1935 -— 
1939 = 100). This represented a 20% gain over the November index of 
274.4 which had almost equalled the record volume of sales established 
in December, 1946. 


Heavy Trading sa) n Household Durables 
Continuing consumer demand for radio and electrical goods was 
reflected in the 26% increase in December sales over last year. Unlike 
other store types, however, the cumulative 12-month increase was greater 
than that for the final month of the year =~ 32% over 1946. While the 
27% increase in December furniture store sales was more than that for 
radio and electrical, the 13% cumulative gain was considerably smaller. 
Hardware sales were up 14% and 10% for the month and year respectively. 


Continued Expansion in Food Store Sales 

Sales of food stores make up approximately 1/3 of the total for 
the 14 types of outlets. For this reason the large gains in food store 
sales in the past few months have heavily influenced the general index. 
In December, food sales exceeded those in the same month of 1946 by 18%, 
and in the total for the 12 months 1947/1946 by almost 13%. 


Restaurant receipts remained close to 1946 levels, showing in- 
creases of only 5% and 1% respectively for December and the 12-month 


period. 


Price 10 cents. 


ne Ii 


December buying in men's, women's, and family clothing stores re~ 
sulted in sales indexes which were 16%, 15% and 16% respectively above 
December, 1946. The gain of 10% in shoe store receipts was smaller. These 
increases may be compared to 12=month cumulative gains of 10% in men's 
clothing, 7% in women's clothing, 9% in family clothing and 7% in shoeSe 
Throughout the year sales in the three types of clothing stores followed 
much the same seasonal pattern, with the exception of the unusual upturn 
in shoe store volume in September following widespread announcements of 
impending major price increases in footwear. (See Clothing Group Charts, 
Page 4). 


Department Store Gains Concentrated in Household Durables and 
Food Departments 


ee 


The overall] gain of 22% in December sales of department stores 
represented varying movements in component departments. Largest gains were 
made by appliance and food departments, apparel sales following these 
closely. 


This bulletin contains the departmental analysis on a cumulative 
basis for the full year. The hard goods departments--furnishings, 
appliance and radio departments--contributed particularly to the 1l2-month 
gain of 15%. 


Country general stores gained 14% and variety stores 23% in De- 
cember . 


Candy stores reversed the earlier trend which brought their 
sales close tc 1946 figures and in December advanced 24% above the pre- 
vious year as compared to the 12-month. cumulative index which fell 2% 
below 1946. Furriers sales showed an increase of 22% in December. 
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RETAIL SALES CHARTS 


The charts on this end on the opposite The series (MR-1 to MR-5) will be re- 
produced in subsequent issues with 


peze complete tne series which first 
appeared in the September reteil sales more recent material plotted. 
bulletin. These grephical presenta- 

Indexes are based on dollar volume of 


tions of the trend lines for 1941, 
1946 and 1947, when brought together seles, without edjustment for price 
to form a complete record, illustrete changes or for sessonal varietions. 


clearly the major sales movements for 
fourteen reteil trades since the last All indexes are on the base--aversege 


Census year, 1941. monthly sales in 1935-1939=100. 


CLOTHING GROUP 


WOMEN'S CLOTHING STORES | MEN'S CLOTHING STORES 


ETAL May ARES? Be No AF. Mi Aco Ms lager os 


FAMILY CLOTHING STORES / | SHOE STORES 


MONTHLY INDEXES 
1I935-39=100 


Be bie M.A. M. SL od. TAs Soo ee 


Series MR-4 


HOUSEHOLD & PERSONAL 
ERBEC I> GROWL 


MONTHLY INDEXES OF 
RETAIL SALES (1935-39=100) 
OF STORES HANDLING — 
HOUSEHOLD DURABLES, 
DRUGS AND JEWELLERY. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, 


These figures are derived from a s% 


—_—_— 


December, l 


— 


- GM 


946 and December, 1947 
imple of reporting companies and are not to be 


interpreted as totals for all department storeSe 


DEPARTMENT 


eens 


=——SS 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS . 


1. Women’s dresses, coats and suits ooo 


2. Girls! and infants’ wear 


=—S 


2646880 


3. Hosiery and gloves cez.cce 


4. Lingerie and corsets 


ie Millinery €oooore ov eae av0 ) 
6. Women's and children's apparel - 


®o @ © 


(Total, 1=5) PHF OCHS ROOR9OR EG 
7. Men's and-boys' clothing and 


furnishings .. 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and 
preparations eveoece 


9. Piece goods cece. 


18. 


19. All other departments, total ... ° 
(*) Please observe that these comparisons: 
the beginning of December in the two years 


PUL WACES ws s 4.6.4 0 


Home furnishings ; 
Household appliances and electr 
SUPPLIES sive ss cee 6's 


ee ecg 


wy 
tie, 


e202o09090 


ee200000d 


9ee6¢ 00 


©7000 0900 K0070908 


92360090393 


Food and kindred products .. 
Furniture (includ? 
Md TT DeS ) scatsice cesssces 


nattresses 


2se0e 


Shoes and other footwear .. 


ov eee een 


Hardware and kitchen utensils 
Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies seeces 


e033 008 


oo: 
ica 


peoeonacde 


eaee2o0e 


eoe 


ve 
o7e@9820900000399893939900 
ee°6¢0899099 


Stationery, books and magazines soo. 


e230 ¢ 


2 


ee 
— —SS 
So —— 


are 


o 


Dece Deco % Change s 
1946 1947 1947/1946 
$ 

Jove 58,903,420 71,727,077 __ +2168 
5,409,047 6,603,760 +22.1 
2,069,902 2,468,256 +19.2 
2,890,908 3,399,119 +17.6 
2,139,357 2,627,795 +22.8 
___ 486,245 468,822 + 765 
, 12,945,459 15,567,752 © +20.3 
6,984,956 8,987,142 +28.7 
2,642,032 2,721,044 + 3.0 
3,054,906 3,699,558  +21.1 
2 .Gheue7l 2,910,469 + 78.9 
3,849,047 5,107,262 +32.7 
2,369,170 2,925,909 +23.5 
3,480,728 4,399,749. +26,4 
1,522,196 2,295,294 +50.8 
1,930,610. 2,346,506 +21.5 
1 Sea 185 1 S7Osee) “atero 
5,988,591 4,858981 423.0 
2 2657690 25355,698.. 4.4.6 
9,963,700 12,021,902 +20.7 


BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Nove30,1947 


You. 50,1046 


+1 ak 
-19.3 
+ 8.5 
+16.3 
+50.8 


. 9.0 


- 0.3 
+51.5 
- 9.3 
+7164 
+13.5 
+19.0 
+25 04 
+4564 
+47 .6 
+10.0 
+29.1 

; 
+14.6 
-10.0 


+ 5.5 


Se ae aa eee ene 
based on the inventory situation at. 


CANADA = Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935=1939 
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A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Year and Month 
December, 1941 2,0 
December, 1943 oo. 
December, 1945 ... 
December, 1946 ... 


1947 ss 
1947 wes 


November , 
December, 


es 


Year and Month 


December, 1941 ... 
December, 1943 ... 
December, 1945 ... 
December, 1946 ... 


November, 1947 «seo 
Decemher ] 94.7 


os 


@¢oo 


ee ee 


a nt 


Year and Month 


Oe SUS 


December, 1941 mee 
December, 1945 ... 
December, 1945 ... 


December, 1946 ..o. 


BNOMEMDCTS yu 94 Vacevece 
December, 1947 


te ee. 


Year and Month 


December, 

December, 1943 ... 
December, 1945 ... 
December, 1946 ... 


November, 
December, 


1941 oee 


ond —: 


a a ee = ee 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 


(bo) Based on sales 


including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


SSS 


- 
oats ane, Department Variety 
A Rom A aT A B A IE 
194.4 144,0 147.4: 125.4 Boden 145.8 341.6 LiSee 
ATAU em Ro 8) PO4. oe LO hs OC ee0ee. 145.8 359.4 185.4 
B00! LOR ee 209 sGhe LTA x2 PAB Cees aaa ie re 400.0 197.8 
28200. *2ioe4 2e0d4 LOT sd SLO er 205 2 449.4 254.6 
274.4 258.6 Zolewmee 2oUer 54852 610.6 505.5 294.3 
$2826 248.0 25505 212.8 SOT yom 240 eb 551.4 28666 
Famil Men's(a) 
Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing 
is aes es An B AG ray orn ee: 
161.6 149.1 156.4% 15500 219.5 142.5 24240 1 VLaeeOme 
LE Oo * *1 85,6 LEvisSae 17-9 A 26% oor) 182.6 280.0 183.6 
215.5 189.8 201 « Ge 12 GE ak Sliwe 194.1 $08.0 L7 B60 
224.0 208.4 205385 "200.7 Boone: 2el ¢O 556 oo 217.8 
CAS SL + BEG: Clee Ae T FO 3060 eh 27567 SOL ee 201 eo 
264.4 244.0 211.2 202.6 $94.0 255.2 410.1 249.8 
~~ Women's te . agers FSS RENE BTL 62 ‘i 
Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture 
ete ee Me eB ae A B 
2257 148.8 200 ss 15532 182. aoe T3063 CLOso 
2tago (Loogs 214.4 166.8 248.2 196.5 13456 LEoea 
005.1 196.2 VASICID dae UEP TS) PRS Ae ete oA eS, 166.7 Lr4a7ro 
SoOe l, iZemet Oe 2 259 38 BIAS MB oh aacie 
BOG 6 2S GES. Coe 3, O26 sO 3 2U0.5 240.9 224.9 
584.0 254.4 522.6) 4059 9 312.0) 248.7 267 04 2ole? 
sal Micha, — amare, \ arr Radjo and SM 
Hardware Jewellery _ . Electrical _ 
a Tie ial erie 3B A B cs 
LGe. t 161.5 411.0 156.6 169.4 127 3c 
L7O.0 P5o.6 Didso LOS <i 136.0 102.6 
Cola 210.4 677.6 266 8 200.0 156.69 
Boleo 265.52 TOLe2 Bim 52226 PASTAS 
298.8 298.8 21508 21S 65 $64.1 32224 
528.4 50001 60152 Ao ag 405.5 305.9 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sa. 
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ee 


Year and Nonth 


December, 1941 


December, 1946 


November, 1947 


December, 1947 


December, 1941 


December, 1946 


November, 1947 


December, 1947 


December, 1941 
December, 1946 


November, 1947 
December, 1947 


December, 1941 


December, 1946 


November, 1947 


Decenber, 1947 


December, 1941 .. 
December, 1946 


November, 1947 


Sales by Regions - (Average for 1955 - 1989 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 
General Country Depart- Variet read Res tau- Family 
Index General ment ee rant Clothing 
Maritime Provinces aw As 
e521 146.5. 27607 453.3 177.6 184.0)" "3.28% 
328.3 2516 55946 526.68 245.0 ZoWwe ABs T, 
277 7 ceued 556.4 Soe 249.0 PA eS 312.8 
566.6 28402 A25 24 624.6 Cl Oras 22405 480.6. 
Quebec Leds 
ieee fGueo” “colgime Socem . Lobes 157.6 a a 
27505 ZAMS Ae 669.4 485.6 jane al 207 ad 541.5 
265.6 Zodel 5.3 feel 34201 Ai ieae pea ly os 367.2 
$25.0 _ 251-6 6 449.8 601.7 20508 213.5 408.8 
bs Ontario | 
202.7 140.4 249.0 334.1 “167.6 186.0 = Z0u.8 
284.1 205.5 51862 426.4 22802 194.9 296.0 
Gia oa 2h len 342.4 289.0 260.8 206 .4 287.65 
555.2 241.5 3591.4 55061 281.5 2035 540.5 
Prairie Provinces 
ET 2 146.2 ay Soave | 44,7 137.0 > ieoueae | 
266.9 2O0 60 50162 439.5 212.5 215.8 346.9 
282.0 ZOGeo 543.8 Oa oe 258 4 22466 403.0 
505.7 247.6 6 _ 561.4 O26 61 25405 AMS) 1 394.4 
Ss As _ British Columbia 

T8l.1 134.8 cceqmey «S01. 1oUen 126.6 ery 
ASN ores: ZoOgo 347.8 596 2 despa) realest 578.9 
283.6 224.85 526.6 Lae 60 245.6 ZG se ery & 
54969 286 -]J 426 4 47941 251.4 AS 463.9 


December, 1947 
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eeeoevnd 
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ee 


o ih 


ON os 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average fx for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
‘(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 


Men's (a) Women's ; (b) Radio and 
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Hitetricet 
mah Senge Maritime Provinces 
327 67 259.6 246.2 226.4 Poet 178.2 621.3 apo es Tf 
482.1 418.0 360.9 362 ol 35904 $01.9 950.6 401.1 
$18.1 $58.35 DET eis) Catet 294.35 278.3 $4204 © 54466 
505,8 46609 _ 406.6 541.2 588.4 543.1 821.8 044.5 
oe Rul Ge Quebec Re: 
22505 225 0 21500 163.7 Lie 0 148.5 57061 L758 
$11.3 294.8 Aoye)ais! 258.3 1o1,6 244.1 638.4 5508 
296.0 eh SEO) 2eo—ed 219%.0 Cleo 50562 20469 369.0 
566.9 543.8 281.4 | 2G1.o (c) ____ 262.8 691.0 418.6 
. Ontario ae ‘gis 
2p4. 7 EL a ee | ae aa ay 41545 ov ae 
374.65 $61.9 510.7 27929 192.6 Ailes 669.7 518.8 
542 62 526.7 25402 207.4 227 «4 ral sae | Ak 61460 (au 317.6 
425 69 415.1 53462 299.8 200.0 $14.2 649.4 372.5 
Prairie Provinces _ eee oy - 
20022 LOCC Gr es pAoweee wears ©. weroloa. | 182.4 39549 Lobe dL 
301.0 289.8 199.8 SLOLG k8s.2 526.8 743.8 271.46 
380.0 $2561 255 04 216.6 26742 S290 Coe 33728 
$58.2 Dos 3 254.4 ; 3 53105 Ae 236 09 - Pose SITS Sas $85.9 
British Columbia Oe errs pie 
ost a los.0l, pewieeee 4162.0 er 155.0 160.3 ya 154.8 
32904 S2Le9 $29.8 583 066 286 02 582.3 TOoe0 557 03 
$11.6 290.8 21060 2OUaT 347 o7 390.3 327 4 506.0 
457.3 574.8 409.5 389.4 Rote, -  S0656 749 0 492 9 . 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
(c) Not available. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED | DI 


January-December, | 


ee 


These figures are derived from a sample of 


- tye 
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1946 and January~December, / 1947 


interpreted as totals for all department storeSe 


ee 
SS SS 


Department 


ENTS esas eoseeoosve soon 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTME 


Women's dresses, coats and suits cee 


Girls' and infants' wear 


eoovveo0ageeeoe 
Hosiery and gloves .scccoccccesvssce 
Lingerie and corsets weescesccoaeces 


Millinery .seccseccscccecccoocsescses 
Women's and children's apparel = 
(Total, 1-5) Terese Pee eee 
Men's and boys’ cicthing and 
furnishings vecccceccesvercee080e8 
Drugs and toilet articles and 
preparations .rscessocovoccseses 
dina w a 


Piece goods . 


ecescogeeu 2456493609 -8 


Syne POL VED: Se rnlarpialeie ik & €.5 alein ach 6/a. eis).6in 6-8) 8 


Food and kindred products . 
Furniture (including 
and springs) 


*#es0a280 878000 
> mattresses 


eS Vee eogrxvreE BOS HSUDLESES 


Home furniShings .cccceesevccocuscas 
Household appliances and electrical 
SUPPLIES ccveewesoveesces 


everuyeoe 


Hardware and kitchen utensils «ace 


vo 

Radios, musical instruments and 
BORG Gs ws hea aed toy es esc ee ee eas eee 
anees aud other footwear «ccscecsesce 


Stationery, books and magazines 4... 


All other departments, total 


eee 009 


—_— = - 


rn | tee co 
ee 


476,535,327 


Jane =DeCos 
1946 


54 ,445 ,425 
19,617 ,579 
18 


5572 ,972 


13,637,186 
35,039,112 
17 203 ,112 

3 882,891 
20,521,210 
33 ,865 ,427 
20,497 ,409 
7,747 ,916 
3S 261,572 
9,622 ,608 


58,577 ,875 


ee ee 


SO 


Jan.-Dec. > 
1947 


¥ 


—_—_=— 


547 
59,845 ,609 
22,068,785 
19,808 ,500 
19,980,508 

5 583 438 


126,786 ,840 


37,968,344 
10,063 ,864 


66 ,317 ,C0O 


ee ee 


BPARTMENTS 
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—— 


543 046 a 


reporting companies and are not to be 


ne ee ee 


——— 


% Chanze 
1947/1946 


+14.9 
+ 9.0 


+12.5 


+ GO 


+ 5,1] 
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RETAIL SALES 
JANUARY 1948 


Sales Volume Increases In All Reteil Trades 


There was no sleckening in the currently high rate of consumer spending in Jan- 
uary when dollar sales in retail stores increased 18% over January a year ago. Since 
price increases have undoubtedly contributed to this gain, it should be noted that the 
change from January, 1947 reflects the increase in the flow of dollars into Canadian re-~ 
tail stores rather than physical volume of trading. The general index for January, 1948, 
chee a for seasonal variations and price changes, stood at 2143.1 (on the base, 1935- 
1939=100). 


JANUARY SALES (IN DOLLARS) UP 18%, 
OVER LAST YEAR 


GENERAL INDEX 
14 RETAIL, TRADES 
193 5-39=/00 


& 


eee e6e00 
6, BROCE e? 
e ®ee° 


ee 
err eeeooser® 


on os ro 
weseese™ 1946 


Series MR-I 


fndexes are nol adjusted for seasonal varialion 
_..— 


= ile 


All 14 trades represented in the general index reported increased 
sales over January a year ago. Even jewellery stores, which have been 
following a downward sales trend for some time, responded to the general 
acceleration of consumer expenditures with a minor gain of 5. 


Increases For Non-durables Move Forwara 


Outstanding gains have been made by durable goods outlets--radic 
and electrical, furniture and haraware stores=-throughout most of the post- 
war period. As sales in these stores reached and surpassed levels in most 
other trades, the earlier sharp increases have given way to more moderate 
gains. As rates of increase jn sales volums of householé durables tended 
to fall off, sales increases for non-durable goods stores have come to the 
fore. Most pronounced gains in January were those for apparel and food 
storese Sales in men's clothing stores were up 31%, while women's wear 
stores increased volume by 23% and family clothing stores reported sales 
17% higher. In footwear, sales increases were less notable showing a gain 
of 13%. 


On the other hand, increase&S in durable goods stores were less 
pronounce’. Radio and electrical stores alone had an increase (21%) which 
approximsate¢ the average movement. in sales from January, 1947 to January, 
1948. Hardware and furniture store sales moved up by 13% and 10% respec- 
tively. 


Stores in the general merchandise group=+department, variety and 
country general stores--all had increases which roughly approximated the 
general increase for the 14 trades, the lowest being 14% for country gen- 
eral and the highest being 18% for variety stores. 


Candy store sales, on the basis of reports from chain companies 
only, were 10% lower in January this year compared with last. 


Population Increase Influences Trade in British Columbia 
A 28% increase in retail trade in British Columbia stands out 
among the regional results and appears to be an indication of the effect 
f the recent influx of population to that area, largely the result of 
the post-war expansion of industrial and commercial activity. Other re- 
gions reported higher sales in January this year also and all, with the 
exception of the Maritimes where sales advanced only 8%, had gains cor= 
responding closely with the average result for the country. 


Department Store Sales by Departments 


The analysis of sales by departments, which a 
en n ppears on Page 4 
indicates that sales volume was higher for most types of ieeahewa ee i 
Major increases were those for food (36%) and household appliances (43%). 


There were two departments, hosiery and radio, in which sales declined 
below January of last year. 


- 3 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, and for Re ions, by Kinds of Business 
i No 


corrections have been made for price changes.) 


a aor ~ concrete cer re ae eta 
,Comparisons are based on dollar sales. 


SOR ete ee 


Kind of Business 


S nEEnEREEnEEEeE 


GENERAL INDEX eeoeeoeeooeeo ee eo0e2coe00 +17.6 


General Merchandise Group: 
Country General Stores ....ceccesee! +1306 
Department Stores ...cccccccccccce| t1605 
Variety DUOLOS ese 4) b's 06 se 6 65-84 6.60018 +18.0 


Food Group: 
Food Stores @ee@eoerex eos eo oeoeeoeseoneoeoaes SY AAPG 
MORCAULANGS Uo sccecceetionscocccsce sl © Sed 


Clothing Group: 
Pan ive OC LOGChINe “Stores. » «<.c0.00 se eel th? od 
Men emClOCNIIIe USCOreS ree. sa sscisiete o| PO) oS 
Women's Clothing Stores ..cccecvce! +2206 
BIWGeFONOS des ssctessescecesecteesttr ics & 


Household and Personal Effects Group: 
DEUCE BS COTCSiieececsssvsecceviosinescol tiled 
PUTOLCULS Stores: sscccecs ce clespecel t Ooh 
HOTOWANG SLOTCS (6 cos siswccisic.ccee'e eee tlle 1 
Jewellery Stores ({@) .......ves ee el + 469 
Radio and Electrical Stores ....e.|+20.7 


a 


(a) Based on sales including the Federal Tax 


Soe 


Ree a nL 
January, 1948 Compared With 


January, 1947 


Mar. | Pr. {Bre 
cat. [Proy.|S%2-[ Ont Lprov.[oei. | cAYADA 
je jo jo /o () % % J % 


+ BT F1S 11'+21 


+7 {+8 1 +16 
+7 |+ 9 | +16 
+ 9 [+17-}+21 


TLEGUELE 1-450 
=torhe & pes 


+10 [+21 | +10 
+ 9 [+29 | +34 
PAC roe. Tee Tf 
+6 {+ 9 | +10 


tL OE on ON a Be) 
SUAS} Gacret RIG eae So! 
= G {+21 
“16 je 2 

"¢ 


introduced in June, 1942. 


“.l BY 


+18 
+18 
+14 


+24 
- 1 


+E 7, 
vate f 
+20 
+22 


+10 


+28 


+24 


}+28 
#25 


+32 


+21 


+47 
+55 
+14 
+27 


Jane | Dece. 
1941 1947 


\ aA o6 @35.0 


4102.7] =33.5 


| +106 .6] ~51 26 
+ 54,8) -65.7 


+i 46.4) -48.8 
12209 -49.86 
+159.8! =40.1 


+ SHG @5462 
+ 89.5] 28.0 
+156,3] -25.0 
+1616 SDF 
+100.4} ©7322 
+160.1} 29.3 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


January, 1947 and January, 1948 
e of reporting companies and are not to be 


These figures are derived from a samp] 


l. 


26 


Se 


46 


17. 
18. 


19. 
x 


interpreted as totals for all department storeSe 


DEPARTMENT 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS eoeo0eo00o Ogee0d 


Women's dresses, coats and suits eo 3,230,441 
Girls’ and infants’ wear cococcccee Leegeet 
Hosiery and gloves sscccoscecccveese 1,015,768 
Lingerie and corsets ecoccocscecccece 992 ,473 
Millinery e@eeoooeoeooe ov avoeo0nv0on0eea0g0g aogeooco 200,387 
Women's and children's apparel = 

CRO tel ce k, eiaaedic bale sxe wean 6 e/° CEM ae eoG 
Men's and boys’ clothing and 

furnishings CHOKCOHHOTOFTHOOOOTOOO000 yah POS CRS: 
Drugs and toilet articles and 

preparations oeve@oovoenogo0o0e O0O2G2eC20090 00 848,919 
Piece goods @eeaoooeooeoeoocoeo oo eoe00cg 900 2,660,491 
Smallwares e*eeoevooegovooevnoenoonooveon000oge od0 1,048,010 
Food and kindred products cecoccceses 2,762,904 
Furniture (including mattresses 

and springs) Sd ed tel NEE ETS A I 2,061 ,386 
Home furnishings COL LCELOL OOS OOOOOD00 4,010,956 
Household appliances and electrical 

supplies ©2200280800000008000000050 939,136 
Hardware and kitchen utensils 2.0.0. 1,214,294 
Radios, musical instruments and 

supplies COOHOCEOSLOO®OCOO®OLOO%CC 0000 706,678 
Shoes and other footwear .oocesscccce 1,718,848 
Stationery, books and magazines .... 545,403 
All other departments, total .cccoce 2,859,443 


a NO EO 
ease observe that these comparisons are based on the 


the beginning of January in the two 


Jane % Change, 
1948 1948/1947 
$ 


28,115,707 32,628,809 - +16.1 


yearSe 


3,668,842 +15.6 
811,821 41204 
960,017 = 5e5 


1,094,939 +10.3. 


213,685 + 6.6 


6,749,304 + 9.5 
3,069,375 +1861 

992,705 +1629 
Z ave 942" 4 Bo 
1,228,039 " ¥17.2 
3,752,041 +358 
21.33) 008 aia ay 
2,448,378 +21.8 
1,345,626 +4343 
1,421,095 +17.0 

653,058 = 7.6 
1,766,446 + 2.8 

624,848 +14.6 


3,572,960  +18.8 


ee 


NVENTORY(*) 
% Change » 
Dece 31,1947 


Dec. Sl 94 


+1603 
2207 


= Care 


+30.9 
+16.3 
21.9 


> 304 


inventory situation at 


5 an 


CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General Countr 2 
Year and Month Index ieee oe MESSE 
A B ee a A AE EH ia ee, 
January 5 1941 loos 100.7 Ves 83.9 108.3 931 L25%5 96.9 151.4 
January, 1943 ..e. MASS) 155.2 109.7 143.4 107.8 148.1 128.4 195.2 


January, 1945 ... 142.8 174.7 126.6 165.5 122.5 163.1 1359.6 221.5 
January, 1947 ... 181.2 22004 149.7 193.7 165.1 219.1 160.0 248.9 


December, 1947 .. 528.0 24265 20507 2135.0 397.4 240 62 551.2 28505 
January, 1948 ... Clee 20000 Sa 17061 214.3 192.35 254.62 188.8 277 04 


Lone Family Men's (a) 
Year and Month Food Kes taurants Clothin Clothin 
a a 


January, 1941 ee. 118.0 122.0 103.0 108.3 B82el T1957 92 ol 121.8 
January, 1943 ... 154.7 156.9 153.8 163.4 116.8 OTe? .10Ted 143.8 
January, 1945 «oo 166.2 L760 V2 179.0: e348 124.1 184.5 118.6 167.3 
January, 1947 ... 20160 206 1sled 206 02 172.4 25209 156 03 okies 


December, 1947 .. 26307 245 04 210.8 202 02 594 8 25504 406.4 247 6 
January, 1948 ..6 247 20 240.9 203¢9 21562 20225 281.3 20505 267635 


Year and Month . Clothing _ ye Messe we shed 355 


January, 1941 ... 8856 12169 74.0 104.1 118.0 124.1 83.5 124.9 
January, 1943 ... 126.5 173.6 96 4 130.9 151.€ 159.3 Sled. . Larned 
January, 1945 .o.o L55el° 186.9 98.0 141.7 L7Gs 7 187.8 100.1 151.9 
January, 15947 eo. 187.5 258.3 1301 180.8 2014 212.6 179.8 269.5 


December, 1947 wo 585 06 25402 319.1 238.5 31004 247 04 26265 223567 
January, 1948 eee 2290.9 304.9 146.3 190.8 225 06 250.9 196.8 284.1 


} Radio and 


Hardware 


Year and Month Jewellery Electrical 
A B A B A B 
January, 1941 «eo 80.2 131.1 935 131.0 111.5 133.4 
January, 1943 «we. 95.0 158.4 120.3 Li S60 Wlicree 139.6 
January, 1945 oe. MACK II 200 c2 149.9 210,0 S732 ale trek 
January, 1947 eo USGe 305.4 io eo Dah sre 240.98 287 4 
December, 1947 .. 326235 298.2 698.9 264.7 410.0 309 63 


January, 1948 we... 209.8 337 o7 187 64 262.6 290.0 546 o9 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(bo) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by 


(Figures for the cur 


— 


2. 
—— 


Year and Month 


a ae eee 


January, 1941 is tase 
January, 1947 .soce 


December, 1947 4-2: 
January, 1948 .eece 


January, 1941 .ese. 100.8 
182.3 


January, 1947 #ee20o°0o 


December, 1947 coco 


January, OA Oat etere.« 


January, 194] .eeoo 
January, 1947 csrece 


December, 1947 .eco 


ee ee eee 
Se See 


January, 1948 eosoe 218.5 


January, 1941 cocce 


January, 1947 eaeoos 
December, 1947 .s06 
January, 1948 .coce 
January, 1941 ..... 


January, 1947 .scee 


December, 1947 wee 


January, 1948 .iees 


=. 


rr 


rent year are subj 


ae 


> for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 


Regions © (Average 


ect to final revision 


———————— ee 


——————— ee ee 


General Country Depart- ge Food Restau- _ Family 
Index General ment Variouy rant Clovnsne 
Maritime Provinces fy 
Na 6 OS aris 89.2 ae) of Oe 16.4 Loose 95.1 A 
195.4 UB80c 148.9 Wea lte PANS PRS 208.1 2050 
S05~60 287.8 425.4 624.9 268.6 22159 477.9 
ait Olea E 20155 Sos 1 176 03 244.90 Loire 226:.0"" 
Quebec ye Ae 
BGcl ' “Open 10330 -» 11600 106.8 77.5 
nf VAD ol: 182.9 191.1 ZOese 199.5 164.5 
Seer 247.8 448.9 600.2 Coowe PRGTA, 405.9 
206.0 161.1 199.6 225,0 227,35 207.405 Sabgoag 
Due Ontario Tat ist 4, 
104.8 S6.7 Soper O4ege «1 26ar 102.0 86.9 
LBO.7 148.5 160.8 47 61 204.5 194.5 161.6 
Bote 9 PEIN 391.6 Gye heal 282.4 BOG G4. eo 
171.5 186.9 ee I Af for SS) 266 62 197.65 UTES 
Ke: vy rreiris Provinces 
89.6 Goch) —. Se eee OOsG 104.4 96.5 6s. 
yee oO AS MeUy, Ao yA TOO ea: 186.9 NeW pAre 194.3 
304.9 250.0 $61.4 522.0 PASI: Oui 399.2 
@O0e1 | 154.8) 190,20m) 16260 «/ 2biaon Lobes 22763 
British Columbia 
TOL, 60S GET ss 93.4 Bi sOirs Lis,our  2onen 88.9 
191.3 164.0 177.4 134.8 188.6 196.9 169.7 
S5he4 28.0 ae will 486.1 249.8 VAAL ts 472 6D: 
244.4 202 67 22060 168.3 24961 OST AS C49 ¢Oueee 


= 7 « 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 
Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Men's(a) Women's % (>) Radio and 
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Bleotrical 


eneity. a ee 


Maritime Provinces 


12055" T1250 774 127.4 8669 90.1 126.4 Sipe ce 
209.3 223.2 147.0 219.2 252.8 191.6 243.5 259.4 
507.0 468.4 400.4 343.1 381.9 335.9 808.9 546.3 
228.8 236.7 155.6 220.6 236.8 179.8 205.4 240.2 
Quebec 
eee79 55 | 7T1o.0 Pao eoe eno. ere ote 4. GS 8450) sl Oo. eae 
119.8 145.4 104.8 212.8 138.0 187.8 18161 244.3 
360.9 344.3 281.1 280.3 250.5 260.9 682.4 420.1 
155.0 178.0 aii Wa 235.7 167.6 226.5 178.2 298.7- 
ee ee  eeOw OD: LTS ee. rr eOB ete ee 
Ontario 
RT reO Hn 4hO4,Gu seller 5.6. iamellO. il aeamEOOLo. SO Be Sf eo eat” SLOG Renae 
161.3 204.8 141.6 186 .6 179.9 171.6 162.6 20769 
419.4 412.3 33061 298.2 242.4 Sl led 65201 380.8 
215.4 259.6 144.9 os 195.1 193.6 Ga 237.6 


Prairie Provinces 


79.5 81.1 poco ieee 78.8 7307 9260 109.0 
166.7 171.4 160.1 203 04 216.9 196.7 198.6 28765 
557.8 541.0 23355 52729 246 1 574.3 714.8 576 02 
210.8 20507 195.8 224.6 210.2 202 o1 210.4 561.9 


British Columbia 


96 ol 93 62 115.4 115.8 107.5 80.0 82.0 122.3 
174.2 227.8 157.2 243.7 247.35 2205 178.0 501.8 
455.6 57563 398.5 587.8 322.0 463.5 849.5 503 67 
269.4 260.0 199.9 268,1 _ 275.8 297462 210.8 424.0 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


OOS | / 
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RETAIL SALES 
FEBRUARY 1948 


Upwerd Trend Continues 


Seles of retail stores in Canada were 9% higher in’ Februery this year 
than in the same month ® year ago accerding to the composite index for fourteen 
trades. Combining the 18% increese in January with the 9% Februery gain, sales 
in the first two months of this year were 13% above the corresponding period of 
1947. The declire between Jenuary and Februsry of this year was consistent with 
the normal sessonel trend of ssles. Unedjusted generel indexes (1935-1939=100) 
ae 198.7 for February, 1948; 183.1 for Februery, 1947 and 211.8 for Jenuary, 
1948. 


Price Influence Important in Food Seles 


Food stores hed the largest of the increases for individual trades in 
the first two months of this year; sales avergsged 18% above the corresponding 
period a year ago. The 14% increase for February was not quite as substantial 
as a 23% gain recorded in January, but nevertheless ranked high among the gains 
recorded by various tredes. Price increases have undoubtedly been one of the 
major factors in this trend in food store seles. The chart below depicts the 
movement in fooé store sales in recent years. The trend in restaurant receipts 
4s also presented graphically below and illustrates the relative stability: in 


this trede over the past two years. 


FOOD GROUP 


RESTAURANTS 


So: oT ay 


RMT Hero on 
ory 


Jeanna, Me IS Ae S70 ANS Oe 


Indexes arenof adjusted for seasonal variation Series MR-2 


Department Store Increase Smaller 


Department store sales marked up a gain of only 3% in Febru= 
ary, an increase which is considerably lower than the January rise of 
17%. Sales averaged 9% higher in the two-month period. Other trades 
within the General Merchandise Group, country general and variety stores, 
reported sales up 7% and 13% respectively in February, 10% and 15% in 
the January-February comparisone 


Shoe Store Sales Rise Sharply 


A feature of the trends in the apparel group was the 18% in- 
crease in shoe store sales in February. Sales stood 15% above 1946 in 
the first two months of the year. Results varied widely in different 
sections of the country, Quebec and Ontario stores reporting February 
sales 27% and 28% higher while in other regions changes were small come= 
pared with February of last year. Clothing stores showed moderately 
higher sales in February in all three categories ++ men's, women's and 
family stores. There was a sharp reversal of trend in British Columbia, 
when declines were quite pronounced in February after apparel stores had 
scored remarkably high increases in that province in January. 


Moderating Increases for Durables 


Margin of the increases for household durables has narrowed 
considerably in recent months. February results show gains of 7% for 
radio and electrical stores, 4% for furniture stores and 3% for hard- 
ware stores. Jewellery store sales fell 2% below February, 1947 
volume. 


Candy store sales, on the basis of reports from chain com= 
panies only, were 5% lower in February and declined 7% in the first two 
months of the year. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES 


-4'= 


February, 1947 and February, 1948 
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are.not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


cn a 
= : SALES 
Febo Febs 
DEPARTMENT 1947 1948 
tip Ate, $ % 


12. 


16. 


Ls 


18. 


* 


Women’s dresses, coats and suits cee 


Girls’ and infants’ wear 


eoo0oee2G 000089 
Hosiery and gloves sscocecevcescs0es 
Lingerie and corsets occcocccoscccces 


Millinery ceoccosccecceecccvcsss00000 
Women's and children's apparel = 
GT RM Sh OS See ee ee 
Men's and boys! clothing and 
furnishings cccncccrsccccoccesosce 
Drugs and toilet articles and 
preparations ce-ccocccecveccccaccssce 


Piece goods eococvooe oove0g0g0eoc000g0 0090987980060 909 


* 
SUE WS tel clele atetetale dm aieleve ole ols vote els ete 6 


Food and kindred products cece 
Furniture (including mattresses 
and springs) ©eoesegoeaodgooeoovneaeoets e090 


©0000 


Home TUrnvenings £4 deco Ve ve seccdedae 
Household appliances and electrical 
supplies COCOOHOSSCOHROL HL X9O0500086 


‘Hardware and kitchen utensils covocce 


Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies ©020000000902000000080900 


Shoes and other footwear ceoecoocece 


Stationery, books and magazines oeco 


siededi so BEd fe OR ead salt 
Please observe that these 


eee 


cCOMparisons are 
the beginning of February in the two yearso 


3,563,512 
1,032,600 
1,257,414 
1,369,121 
256,970 
7,479,617 
3,133,297 

940,241 
3 9230,090. 
1,247,041 
2,825,946 
2,487,919 
2,917,783 
1,228,096 
1,577 ,602 


797 ,264 


"1,826 ,063 


622,175 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS occccccceces 33,887,963 34,817,950 + 


3,656 ,393 
1,027,086 
1,086 ,675 
1,339,144 

271,374 
7,380,672 
3,068 ,827 

966 ,349 
2,983,978 
1,265,813 
3,644,529 
2,550,543 
3,048,717 
1,526,198 
1,595,635 

637,818 
1,868,674 


661,76? 


19. All other departments, total ccosoce 3,974,829 3,618,430 
aséd on the inventory situation at 


AND INVENTORIBS IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


INVENTORY (* ) 


% Change, % Change, 
1948/1947 Jane 31,1948 
Jane 51,1947 
65 34,817,950  * 2.7 © ee leee eee 
+ 26 = 9.9 
= 005 - 1.2 
=13 .6 +1661 
= 202 +252 
+ 5.6 -18.0 
- 1.3 = 0.2 
= Zel +2529 
+ Zee =11.3 
= 7.6 +30.3 
+ hed +18.1 
+29.0 +30.5 
+ 2.8 + 5.7 
+ 4,5 +3526 
+2463 +50.,7 
aa ore = 264 
=20.0 +33.9 
Bet ES +16.9 
st -10.3 
+ 2c = One 
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CANADA = Indexes of Retail Sales © (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
Ao Unadjusted. Be Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General Country : 
Year and Month Index General Department Variety 
A im A B A B ) EN Pay 
eoruary » 194] ©9000 99.8 26 94 82.6 110.8 94. j 6s. : © ° 


February, 1943 ceccs 129-4 164.0 110.2 149.1 116.2 154.5 189.1 206.0 
February, 1945 cece 146.7 185.6 127-6 172.4 136.2 181.0 b51.0" 22556 
February, 1947 cocce 183.1 2353.3 152.5 204.9 189.5 25167 169.9. 251.6 


January, 1948 ceccos 211.8 * 248.6 170-0 214.1 + 192.2 254.0 188.5 277.0 
February, 1948 cece 198.7 25167 16365 21906 19561 25903 191.8 285.9 


Family Men's(a) Fi; 


Year and Month Clothing 


A B : 8 : 
February, 1941 ccoce EV7s0- L27 65 Go4e0 211y6 7668 118.7 82.0 158.8 — 
February, 1943 cccce 148.3 16104 149.1 168.9 116.0 17902 pk rs ae a As 
February, 1945 secce 16704 18203 17104 194.0 12701 19664 122.3 19407 
February, 1947 occce 197.5 215.0 183.9 208.2 16600 256.5 163.9 26008 


Food Restaurants 


January, 1948 sscces - 24303 23608 203.6 212.9 200.9 279.5 20302 264.5 
ebruary, 1948 sccos 22508 245.8 18804 2088 17704 27401 17305 27601 


Women’s : 
Year and Month Clothing ae nee cl oh al 
A B A B A B A B 
February, pe” er 80.9 135901 64.9 109.8 Moe 458 Koy ey ee IS 
February, 1943 ovece L27.0. 20260 126.5 2135.5 148.8 165.1 94.2 120.8 


February, 1945 coooc 159.1 221.3 108.7 183.7 167.8 186.1 liz.4 144.1 
February, 1947 cccce 269.) 269.1 139.0 201.1 191.4 21203 18166 252.8 


January, 1948 ccccce 22920 30306 147.0 191.7 22504 25007 197.0 284.4 


February, 1948 ..ocoe VASA PAShAAIS 140.5 237.5 BOS) Heckel PS Brean ase, 
(b) Radio and 
Year and Month | Hardware Jewellery Electrical 
A B A B A B 
February, 1941 eccce Te.0 «140.2 53.0 133.5 10% 139.6 
February, 1943 ceoce O7 et 178.9 128.4 184.3 105s] § 153.5 
February, 1945 ccoce 119.3 218.6 16861 24104 92 oT NAS Aah 
February, 1947 secoo 18567 $4062 171.0 245.6 25405 303 68 
January, 1948 cccese 210.0 35861 190.6 267.0 29004 347 4 
February», SEBS celcee 19004 $48.7 167.6 240.6 249.8 32506 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
{b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retai 
(Figures for the 


—— 


General Country Depart- yeriet Food 
eh cn Index General ment _ rant Clothing 
mee 7 Maritime Provinces 
February, 1941 ececoee 10900 aes ti, aS Fe nee ee 141.2 86el 
February, 1947 ccecree LOT oh e260 188.2 oh Olek 21226 20462 187.3 
January, 1948 ecsccoe 20968 199.1 L576 aS, 243.09 195.2 22407 
February, 1948 cssesece 199.3 ie 197.4 171.5 (177.9 Za0a0 183.5 19002 
Quebec wires 90H 
Fobruary, 1941 «+... l0lel 8409 9508 10604 1174 102.4 78.1 
February » VOLT eovoo0 185.0 149.7 204.6 199.7 ZOOS 182.9 ANY f 
January, 1948 .-cceceo 206.9 P6165 199.6 22206 229.6 20767 198.7 
February, 1948 ccsccc 202 o& 166.3 2M at 2268 Bion eS Zio) S635 
he Ontario 
February » 1941 2ec0008 GZ 84,6 95.6 99,8 Teed 96.7 Tet 
February, 1947 soecee 181.6 154.8 INS PAALS IUSISIAS, 197.0 181.3 137.8 
January, 1948 e.eocce ASL: 71.698 186.8 17 724 26562 O76 176.0 
February, 1948 .oc.eo 204.3 169.2 198.9 Dero 241.6 190.1 529 
Prairie Provinces 
February, 1941 ceccoec 88.7 7208 90.8 102 6 10463 9209 64.5 
February , 1947 eoo220 Ae) te LMiAne AMY SEARS) Gi ee 182.9 189.8 
January, 1948 eeecoooe 196.1 Mosel 190.2 MSZ ee Oi2a so VIFS 225e2 
February, 1948 weccee LN AAG, 139..8 SCA 17909 LIG.O 7 Olen 178.7 
British Columbia 
February, TGA tetete este 100.6 84.1 9709 96.0 11640 85.6 81.2 
February, 1947 oeccee 196.6 L65e0 196.9 T50.6 188.5 186.8 17964 
January, 1948 sececeoe 25800 207.0 226.0 ETO el 229 e0 25405 247 4 
February, 1948 eeecce alaeO Mea ees 216.6 168.4 Civoleo 196.0 


1 Sales by Regions - (Average for B we 
current year are subject to final revision 


1935 = 1939 = 100) 


Restau= Family 


182.5 


@ 7 «= 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


(b) Radio and 


Men's(a}) Women's 
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery plectrical 


Maritime Provinces 


106.1 94.6 VECO ZOO 98.4 80.8 130.0 ATS 

tiles) VSO oes PAW ANS; 241.2 166.0 ZoleL 22007 

Beled . 24461 MS Sicic 220.8 ZA cal . 184.7 203 06 24062 

r/O.O 198.2 NSH AS PANT Ae 209.1 164.2 184.8 IESHAA IS: 
Quebec 

ioe 83.9 54.4 NN Sieo 101.6 VUES Srey, 106.9 
2865 LOSS 90.9 196.0 162.1 197.9 156.0 20eeO 
MOS eo IAEA, INL) Bodie 168.3 222 o6 eye sal 29962 
153.1 WS AS 115.4 aaose 168.0 206.5 170.9 286.1 

Ontario 

85.8 80.3 64.4 Tee ey Gme 95.1 107.6 
167.9 WAZ iSO. oes M7 Greil 161.6 IMSS) 58) BNP A® 
214.1 eoomc 46.5 210.9 195.8 VOSe2 178.8 242.6 
180.1 184.7 144.8 x 196.6 193.35 AT TSS 160.8 ies r 

Prairie , Provinces 
Mas Cael. en 1S Tran on, cones OTL. Gare” B50” wrrlOleos ot 
Ne7SieD 163.8 WAT Cots Oe W866i 193.4 174.6 263.6 
210.6 204.9 195.9 224.5 210.5 20669 21509 SOM 
182.4 166.9 Mie o BOUronl: 171.9 179.9 168.6 5 VAC APE) 
British Columbia _ - 

CES 8202 Sirah 108.3 WSS 86 29 97.25 110.0 
Zloleg VNOA 216.5 BELO 22865 orOe li MS Seu! 26Seu 
260.0 264.7 198.8 269.2 27464 295el 210.1 411.8 
ST Ae nace 1 206.1 26002 20062 Loves Geo _ 297 62 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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Easter Trade Raises March Sales 


Dollar voiume of retail trade 
in March was 9% higher than in March, 
1947, according to the composite in- 
dex for 14 kinds of bueiness. The 
influence of Easter buying was an 
appreciable factor ina 23% gain 
over February of this year. Sales 
averaged 11% greater in the first 
quarter of 1948 compared with the 
same period of last year. Unadjusted 
indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) 
were as follows: hu 3 for March, 
1948, 223.3 for March,1947 and 198.5 
for February, 1948. 


Variety Store Increases Move Ahead 


Variety stores have enjoyed a 
rapidly increasing patronage in the 
past several months, and sales in- 
creases for these outlets have been 
quite prominent in all parte of the 
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country. March sales showed 4 gain of 24% over March a year @f0; and sales 
averaged 19% higher in the first three months of this year over last. 


Other trades in the General Merchandise Group«-department stores and coun= 
try general stores--reported gains of 10% and 7% respectively in March. 


Emphasis Shifts to Non-durables 


t~c-oo----- ee 


The balance between consumer expenditures on durable and non-= : 
durable merchandise shifted in favour of the latter a few months ago, and 
this tendency was again apparent in Merch trading. A substantial part of 
the department store sales increase was accounted for by apparel and food 
departments; variety store volume is almost exclusively in non-durable 
goods; and the greatest expansion among individual trades outside the gene 
eral merchandise group was in apparel. Family clothing stores constituted 
an exception, sales being up only 7% over March, 1947. Men's wear, ladies! 
specialty and shoe stores recorded increases ranging from 12% to 15% in 
March. 


On the other hand, there was no pronounced increase in the ace 
tivity of stores dealing chiefly in durabic goods. Radio and electrical 
stores reported sales 11% higher in March this year over March, 1947. Hard- 
ware store sales were practically unchanged, while furniture merchants sus- 
tained a 9% decline in sales below March, 1947. The margin of increase for 
jewellery stores was about the same as in earlier months of the year when 
March sales were 4% higher than last year's total for the same month. 


Food Store Sales 15% Higher In First Quarter 


ae oe 


ee 


Increases for food stores, among the most prominent for several 
months past, showed some moderation in March. “This may be due mainly to the 
fact that there wsre only four weekends in March this year and five in March 
a year ago. Sales were 11% above March, 1947: sales, and the cumulative com- 
parison showed a gain of 15% for the first three months of the year. In= 
creases recorded by food chains during the past year have far exceeded those 
for independent food merchants, Separate results for these two divisions of 
the trade are not presented in this report, but appear in the Bureau's 
monthly publication "Current Trends in Food Distribution". 


Restaurant receipts maintained an even course with sales up 4% in 
‘ got os Rares te =O ta *, Fy “ 
March and 3% in the three-month period of this year over 1947. 


ae Candy store sales moved briskly up, sales gaining 48% over March, 
« ® 


Business Holds Up Well in Ontario 


A i 


Sales in Ontario stores averaged 15% higher in March and 16% in 
the first three months of this year compared with last year. Expansion in 
the Prairie Provinces has tapered off rather sharply in recent months. 
Sales in that region were up 17% in January, the increase was reduced to 2% 
in February, but March results show no change from a year agZOo A ey er 
in durable goods sales was the chief cause of the reduced rate of increase. 


Revision - In the January, 1948 report on Retail Sales, restaurant receipts 


were erroneously reported to be 21% higher th . 
/e > an in in} Bienes 
crease should have been reported as oe January, 1947. The in 
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EP, T STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEP. 


March, 1947 and March, 1948 
These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not be be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


DEPARTMENT. March, March, % Change, ieee 
1947 1948 1948/1947 So 
_Feb. 28, 1947 
$ $ . 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTWENTS ......+.+ 45,992,614 50,401,503 __ + 926 +2065 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits. 5,917,803 6 5488 ,260 + 9.6 + 3.7 
Reo Girls? and infants’ wear @cooo0eoco 1,981,275 £126,903 Ss 7 4 + leap) 
<1 Hosiery and gloves e@eoevoo0eco0o00c C900 1,606 193 1,714,915 + 6.8 +22.7 
4. Tingeri e%and Corsets” W..s% os.c sins 1,674,722 1,946 574 +1602 +28 4 
Ss Millinery ®eeoeoscooecaodoeooaeaecoooneo es oaeo 616,796 755 5678 +18.9 -12.9 ; 
6. Women’s and children’s apparel- 
(Total, 1-5) e©eeooceooo eo ecoec0 con 08 eo 11,796,789 13,010,330 +10.3 + 8.8 
7. Men*’s and boys’ clothing and 
furnishings eoonoeco000008F 90000000 5 094,833 5»679,670 +11.5 +379 
8. Drugsand toilet articles and 
PYOPSRSUA CNS) Fess cos «soe eecleke 1,019,028 1,052,829 + Bod 49.9 
9. Piece goods ©OCOCKOSTHKHLOSORDOLCOXO090000 3665 ,247 4,097,266 +11.8 +46 .4 
BEB es Smallwares @eF7HOH9CDBHL OCC X0O0CHOOG0KO9 1,519,747 1,543,652 ct 1.6 +18.4 
11. Food and kindred products :......  %5)178,655 4,085,476 +28 .8 +3309 
ic. Furniture (including mattresses 
and springs eoeoeo0ooreo0e ec Goo eo eo 8 6 5,128,899 2 5846 , 958 a 9.0 +10.2 
15. Home furnishings ccssscecccccccce $5597,042 3,925,736 + 9ol +38 03 
14. Household appliances and ; 
electrical supplies .....ccceoce 1,552,695 1,998,970 +50 .4 +49.8 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ... £218,893 2,458,948 + 6.98 + 4.1 
16. Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies 9e2S99C OD SBCHOCOC HOCH X2OHO00 849,555 717,199 1576 +21.6 
17. Shoes and other footwear o.ccoces 5,097,483 5,543,376 +14.4 +21 2 
18. Stationery, books and magazines . 7625150 690,350 ~ 944 Oh] 3d 
19. All other departments, total .... 4,540,100 4,850,745 + 68 +10.4 


{%) Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of March in the two years. 


a) ae 


CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1945-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are sub ject to final revision) 


General Country 


Year and Month Index General Peper en’ vee 

A B A B A B A B 
MODOC 19Gb oa betes 1 Ry A ee 95.0 111.8 111.6 125.0 121.0% 250n9 
MAPGD 5 W990 iveccees 149.0 163.9 123.7 145.4 145.4 164.3 153.5, 19832 
MBECH 5) -LIEG ss os) < co sie 194.5 201.9 158.2 179.6 BOOUSD / Ske a 208.6 254.4 
March sy; LOST. és Oe 225.5 238.7 a7 942) 210.1 249.8 274.5 206 27) (255.9 
February, 1948 ..... L9EIS i 251 c4 165.1 219.2 ROS ..1 . 25905 191.8 ° 283.9 


Mapcns: LIAS OSs. bs oe 644.6 267.2 i9bs9 80225 .0 275.6 298.4 258.0 $315.1 
aaa aT I I a a reat MEP PE sient LER 


Family Men's(a) 

year end Month Ss can Oe a Clothing Clothing 

a B ea: A B A B 
March, 1941 ...cec.s Lease 12619 Ubi LISMltnnis..9 Delos 6 Belo 105.0 18006 
March, 1943 .ssecee. 166u Ss 1650000) L7MOMAETE.7 9035.0. 169.8 137.0 170.6 
March, 1945 ...eeees 201.2 188.3 196.0 196.4 217.1 228.6 207.0 218.8 
March, 1947 0.00.0. 228.5 215.4 205.5 210.0 223.9 252.1 218.9 238.6 
February, 1948 ..... 224.7 244.6 188.8 209.2 180.5 278.6 173.1 275.4 
March, 1948 ........ 253.3 260.0 213.2 215.1 239.2 268.8 244.9 279.4 


ta ee 


Women’s 


Year and Month Clothi See EMEP fu oe 

A B A B A B A B 
Nerehss 194 hl See oo 8 LI4G7 1 13567 OGrae7 8 Pe 2. lL 2566 119.8 159.6 
MAPGNs 1945: tees 3 155.6 189.2 1G5.0 192.9 159.6 162.6 111.8) Weems 
Bereh 3 LAST Sone a ts £5995 1) 26037 226.0) 9243.2 188.4 186.5 144.0 166.5 
Marek 91947 his ae os 247.2 274.4 185.4 226.3 a8, 215s 219.9) \2San5 
February, 1948 ..... 179.3 285.3 14 OR 22 237 51. 210.9 229.8 184.5 236.5 
Warch,! 1948... 03 ws 284.5 $01.5 Blaeo L04 oO 226.8. 251.0 301.5 £42.8 
Hardware (b) Radio} ana 

Year and Month Jewellery Electrical 

A a A B A B 
Mare ne019 4.1) iievers os olens 96.9 134.9 108.5 141.8 plaice sal 139.1 
WarcGh ow.943° hs 4a o he RAI? 27. 161.3 144.6 Lees 7 1lil,2 “d25Re 
Mavens) 1045 .s445 oes 167.4 230.1 a04.3 £6752 111.7 13004 
BePeh SLOG 7s oe aah ae 236.5 323.6 L9eee 251.5 267.7  Siee5 
February, 1948 .....6 ONS 350.7 167 4 24.0 .4 253 .0 327 9 
March. = 1046) sit) esse BIO cD) (SOo60 199.0 260.8 296.2 $45.9 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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Unadjusted tndexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 * 1939 = 100) 
Figures for the current year are Subject to final revision 


ee ee 
SS 


ec ee ae muss 

3 General Country Depart- yoniety Food Restau- Family 

Year and Month Sanne: Sanbent Monk ) y rant Clothing 
TE Sa eae en aie Ld i aetna IE a ee A 
Maritime Previnces 
March, 1941 wecvcccere Tes sc 98.1 11569 T5640 ACTS 162.9 105.1 
March, 1947 secccecroe 255-4 193.0 287 6 PAL ed 22964 260e0 224.9 
February, 1948 cccsoes 199.6 198.1] 7D ot Lis yee ieiye 191.8 188.8 
March, 1948 eeccooeeoes 243.9 204.2 304.7 250.4 a Mo rth PAOREA I! 238.29 
Me poly VOSS 905 oe ee ce a 
: mipyes Se ani i ca 
aren, i541 vssks Mews Tele6 104.4 T16el 135-5 157.7))~CO*=C«CC ee 
March, 1$47 e@r000200000 Aad s, 189.3 Lote t Caw 2585.6 200.6 261.4 
February, 1948 sescoce 201.9 166.4 PRA Te 2abiaG iWyects 192 a0 196.0 
March, 1948 ..c+sccees 25580) 208.1 $04.5 SWS ce, 254.9 21937 289.5 
er 0 ie 1 MR ENS OO ane O Ns Di ee ee 
March, 1941 .ccccoccece 120.8 97.0 ee wil T1765 PESOS 114.8 106. 
March, 1947 seccccvece 2408 TOee 226 4 195 <0 Mathes {i 200.56 184.3 
February, 1948 ..cosce 205.7 169.2 198.9 182.6 259.8 189s 154.0 
March, 1548 .csccccoes 247.65 190.7 _ 265n0 es Zone OU Sig 204-4 
lilaid a _Prairie Provinces 
Marche W041 «cca. WEl0e.o. ¢ Bo.e POLS ““Tiése  lle.50 |) LOO sce=mmCos: am 
March, OAT qwtesaleets'aiete Sloot Ngoeayl Cpe <0 197.8 ZLeee 214.0 2oee6 
February, 1948 wccoeece iar eras DS rahe te el aean 172.9 Oe, 177.9 192.1 
March, 1948 9104 88) 6/6016 ETT 219 6c 168.4 _ 259.4 Cole: 2eces 201.5 20763 
v3 L, British Columbia 

Maevon £104) | de chict ea wore 98.8 (iiopa: = lOoges, Lol.c 96.0 100.7 
MATCH G47" sreleres eleisie a AWS pl 205.0 Zico 174.9 2220 205.08 214.6 
February, 1948 weccooes PALE) ETS 216.6 168.4 213.6 194.4 - 194.5 


March, 1948 @eo20068000 264.4 _ oO at 294.2 204.2 24567 O19.65 20502 


ea | 


= 7T « 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions = (Average for 1935 ~ 1939 = 100) 
Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 


—— Le SN a ee 
Men'ts(a) Women's Mee Radio and 
Clothing Clothing Y Blectrical 


Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware 


Maritime Provinces 


128.5 123.0 96.4 138.3 T1067 87.4 145.3 130.9 
228.6 269.0 198.4 232.20 $11.6 212.4 20402 233.6 
170.7 195.3 7143.3 218.2 206.5 158.5 184.8 204.0 
224.6 26824 199.7 24067 O47 5 194.2 220.6 27003 
Quebec a 

100.4 105.9 85.2 126.0 1o.e | 103.5 Messe’ bask. oso 
206.9 236.2 174.5 7's 205.8 253.2 Bice 285.8 
151.7 173.5 1135 222.6 167.1 21064 eporee 283.9 

242 3 263.0 190.6 226.1 174.3 21 Be Ss 228.0 32004 

Ontario ant S 
Mimoso.  b8ll>, > 99.2 124.9 ome ero 7) 93.2 je ay Paar i 5 3 
224.6 249.8 178.7 197.4 203 6 206.9 168.6 240.8 
181.6 186.0 146.4 S77 188.5 LTT ee 157.6 213 a7. 
262.0 301.1 223.4 215.4 207.4 213.8 170.3 259.0 
Prairie Provinces 

90.6 (Wee bee. ee Cr beg, Ge, a oe 
21208 235.0 17736 219.4 2217 245.0 PAS 0) 325.4 
175.1 165.6 126.0 207.6 BrO<7 TS2er 167.7 293.3 
209.0 245.4 190.2 231.7 181.5 229 205.5 287.4 

eS ete eae TD ee se ft ee a en eee St 

British Columbia Se Cone 
Po BOyley SORE, Os. Cree Om rel lo 5 mmnammna gS aoS ct CIOS. Ok Lb oee 
224.4 275.0 254.0 249.9 273.3 333.6 194.0 284.3 
189.0 P75e) 206.8 263.0 231.6 269.4 187.9 326.8 
233.5 325.9 257.8 273.3 263.1 337.4 234.5 429.6 


a oe 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES 

by Selected Departments 
JANUARY-MARCH, 1947 AND JANUARY-MARCH, 1946 


These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


Ss 


Jane-Mare, Jano-Mare, % Change, 
DEPARTMENT 1947 1948 1948/1947 
Pra Ce Oe hs $ 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS «-ssceeesese 107,996,284 117,848,262 + 9.1 
Women's dresses, coats and suits . LeAnne 56 13,813,495 ote Olt 
Girls? and infants’ wear -cecreces 3,756,062 3,965,810 +. ‘Gok 
Hosiery and gloves $2020 F793 88808 SOLosoue aioe, OO a oie) 
Teperia ANC COFPSELS’ ce ccs eccecs 4,036,316 4,380,657 + 8.5 
Millinery cccscesscssecesssecccees 1,074,158 1,218,787 413.5 
Women's anc children's apparel = 
(Total, 1-5) @eeeevoosvreeces ede eose 25,437,662 27 5,140,506 Si Bel 
Men's and boys’ clothing and 
PU MAMLIED ss cupeecevacweceves 10,825,603 LT, Si? 872 + ee 
Drugs and toilet articles and 
J Preparations .eceocccccovecoce 2,808 ,188 3,011,883 al bt gin 
Piece goods e@eeoaoe nee eescoeaeneode se eae oops ,oco 9,954,186 at aa. 
Smallwares Oe ee ete see ne oooh aHeoa 3,814,758 4,037,504 + Bes 
BEpoa Bi Kiltired products ..cicees 8,761,535 11,482 ,046 +3161 
Furniture (including mattresses 
and springs ) ooo oP 29 RPC HOST RR ODD 7678 , 2 04 Ts (29,406 = Oe? 
REOMGMUULMIGHINES se cessvesecvecess 8,525,761 9,422,831 +10.5 
Household appliances and | 
erectrival ‘supplies ...fs...ss. 5,699,925 4,870,794 +31.6 
Hardware and kitchen utensils .... 5,010,789 5,575,678 #753 
Radios, musical instruments and 
PERSE N SS occ cece see ce ee 2,355,497 2,008,073 -14.7 
Shoes and other footwear ...:0.003 6,642,394 7,178,496 + 8.1 
Stationery, books and magazines .. 1,929,728 1,976,965 + 2.4 
All other departments, total se... 10,954,372 __11,842 ,135 + 8.1 
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RETAIL SALES 
APRIL 1948 


Retail Trade Up 15% in April 


A gain of 13% in retail trade occurred in April, 1948 com« 
pared with April, 1947, This advance conformed closely with the average 
percentage rise in earlier months of the year, sales in the first four 
months of 1948 standing 12% above those in the same period of last year. 
Unadjusted general index for 14 retail trades stood at 254.5 for April, 
1948, 224.5 for April, 1947, and 244.2-for March, 1948, 


Department and Food Stores Strongly Influence Average Increase 

Department stores continued the series of marked increases of 
the past months when sales moved 20% above April, 1947 volume. Women's 
apparel shops ranked second with a gain of 19% and‘were followed by food 
and men's clothing stores with increases of 15% and 14% respectively. 
Only these four trades recorded gains exceeding the average rise in 
sales, each of the remaining 10 trades reporting increases of smaller 
proportions. The department and food store trades have more effective 
weights than the other trades and their higher-than-average increases, 
therefore, raised the overall increase for the general index. 


‘On the whole, gains for the individual trades in April were 
strikingly similar to their average gains for earlier months of the year 
with little indication of any recent shift in the pattern of consumer 
purchases. Recently, soft goods have been absorbing larger proportions 
of the sales dollar than durables, increases for food and apparel re- 
maining well ahead of those for furniture, radio and electrical, harde 
ware and jewellery. 


Price 10 cents 
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Candy Store Results Affected by Easter Factor 
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Candy stores are not represented in the general index, but a 


review of sales for a group of chain candy firms showed sales 35% lower 


in April this year compared with April a year ego. This decline was 
largely accounted for by the difference in the date of Easter in the: 


last two years. The greater part of the customary Baster trade occurred 


in March this year when sales were 48% above March, 1947. Candy store 
sales in the first four months of this year were about the same as in 
the corresponding period of 1947. 


Widest Gains in British Columbia and Ontario 


os ee 


ee ee ee ee 
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British Columbia and Ontario continued to lead other regions 
in the extent of expansion in sales volume. British Columbia had a 
gain of 23% for April and 17% in cumulative results for the four-month 
period. Sales increased 15% in April in Ontario and averaged 18% 
higher in the January-to-April period. Gains thus far in 1948 have 
been moderate in the Maritime Provinces and Prairie Provinces, and re- 
sults for individual trades show several declines. 
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____ RETAIL SALES CHARTS ——— 


The charts in this report are the The series (MR-1 to MR-5) will be re- 
fourth and fifth in a series depicting produced in subsequent issues with 


retail sales trends since 1941, the more recent material plotted. 

last Census year. A complete record of 

major changes in retail trade is ob- Indexes are based on dollar volume of 
tained from the assembled series of sales, without adjustment for price 
charts. Other groups of stores were changes or for seasonal variations. 
covered in earlier issues of "Retail 

Sales", Unadjusted indexes, revealing All indexes are on the base--average 


seasonal fluctuations characteristic monthly sales in 1935-1939=100. 
of various trades, are used throughout. 
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DEPARTVENT STORE | SALES ANI INVENTORIES IN CANADA, P BY § SNLEC 3C TED DEPARTMENTS 


_ 


April, 1947 and April, 1948 
These figures are derived Fron a.saiple of reporting companies and are not to be 


interpreted as totals fos all department stores. 
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“SALES SSS _ANVENTORY(*) 


SALES 
% Change, 


DEPARTHENT April, April,  % Change, Mar. 31,1948 
1947 1948 eA Tare “ZL SaF 754 
> 2) 3 
TOTAL , re DEPART ENTS eereseeecne oe a6 45, 478 by lil 52 23165,997 ) +2090 5 eel 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits 5, Laeerre 6,709,295 +30,8 + 849 
fe Glris* "end infants wear seccesee 1,688,569 2,010,800 +19.6 Se 
5. Hosiery and gloves .ecesscvcecoes L ,5LaGOLS 1,661 ,364 + 9.4 +23 .4 
4, Lingerie and corsets seccecseseseee 1,536,528 1,859,461 +15 an +2264 
ay" Millinery CRSCHCOEFP FH SERESCHHOHKRES HEE 2. 6408 536 Sol, a oe +) 5S -25.1 
6. Women's and children's apparel - ca ells ak 
(Total, 1-5) ers veces ea peeve oeeseoe 10,512 mel he, 902, 696 AAP A +10.0 
7. Men's and boys’ clothing and i 
furnishings ,eee ex eevee se eee ee aoe 4,689,389 5,535,554 +18,0 SBE Ae 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and 
preparations @eeseePeeeoe see ese ez 28 953,448 1,051 Oct +10.2 4 eed 
9. Piece goods ea9etveevese ce see secu Peeve v 10S, FEL 3,843,132 RSIS: TAGec 
1O% Smallwares eseesevn ees oazrpegoeceee eae & 1,448,190 1,476 364 Tr 1.9 +19.6 
Il, Food and kindred products ....co.e 3,349,742 4,222,089 +26.4 +32.8 
12. Furniture (including mattresses 
and springs) Peeve 2 8F ORE 9H 3,091 ,O73 b,oe 3854 + MAS +1045 
Bee Ole turn SHINee tse ees heb ee ces 8,504,314 4,423,161 Hob ee +3624 
14, Household appliances and 
electrical supplies ......s ‘ 1,471,383 - 2,092,957 +422 +4121 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils .... 2,316,509 2,931,722 +26.6 +10.3 
16. Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies eeeeoce reese oeeves ae oees 707 , 858 627 ,573 =11,5 +13,9 
Lee Shoe and other footwear een osnes 3, OfEe) 5,665,769 +2195 425 8 
18. Stationery, books and magazines , 742,843 595 , 846 -19.8 + 264 
Q ft" Yi c 
sige All_other departments, total cesses 4,575,779 5,471,273 +19.6 +15. eg 
oe Compari sons are Basea on invent: ories ane “ee beginning 


inning of April in the two years. 
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CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


A. Unadjusted. 


(Figures for the current year are subject 


Year and Month 


April, 1941 
Avril, 1943 
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B. Adjusted for Number of Business Dsys and Seasonal Variations. 


General Country 
Index General 


nn a es ee 


A ae A B 


51.9 162.8 LOG92y) 11740 
165.6 163.4 i4ime. L530 
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-o final revision) 


Department Variety 
Pi tee 228 ae eee 
152.2 133 4 143.4, Sic 


Mi 0) 
IDig2) Looe) 18249 - 193.6 
2 9 
9 fal 


@#eoeaeree¢ 8 
April, 1945 wesccoes a 7 tere ei. VE ORT ele 9 Leawee 7.7 LT Lee 
April, L947 “seeesese Bates) “22900 LI Aee 1 e2Useo 26228 258.6 220e0erebe.J6 
March,s 1948 secesees 244.2 267.3 LOM i. 32458 LOC Oe oo fae Colton Wolaie® 
April, 1948 w.sesseoe steels). ap Blonlsal 207.1 221.8 Close oloee 245.1 26054 
VV he MPT Ct, 0c Re CAS ke CES | ae br] e 1 cia BMiaws fia es 7 hig 
Family Men's (a) 
Restaurant e 
Year and Month Hood ie svaur sii Ss oy othing Clothi al 
er ae one Res B. A pig 
April, 1941 secccces aieae WOO ot LVG6e8 MELAS VeGeGu, LS6<66 146.7 14332 
April, 1943 .weccosee Vie2.O Li ae8 MS eis 194.9" 164.8 L368 9 LOD 4 
Por . LEAS .seeeees ieigrou me dicisse.< 192.4) 195.9 BA CAs 166.09. L60R9 
April, 1947 «eccces 225, 2). 254.6 PAC Teoh GeO Ais Zoiine) (Cok oo Ocoee. een 
March, 1945 .cecseecs 205.2 259.9 Bue en sO Zaiee° £11. 2a5e8 Coles 
April, 1948 csececce sere. © Bsi0ven CA oe eet Oe Ne e 262166, 34645 
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April, 1948 .. 
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17 Cad. O06 147.8 “117.7 
Clogs 166.5 185.7 145.6 
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2086e  -Ci4e6 yA A a | OL WG 


Hardware Jewellery p 


56.C 

45.6 160.3 
87.0 187.) 
7026 186.7 


(a) Includes men’s furnishings. 


(b} Based on sales 
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A ER RE NE GS RRR ET HA 


A _B gees: 
VeRO 125.5 143, 0a seul 
156.8 161.8 153.8 124.2 
Vee 184.0 158.8 146.8 
202.2 210.7 221.5 207-9 


2260, 20000 203.7 245.7 
Coed Corrent 24069 214.7 


Flectrical 
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ear t STs Te 


194.7 Ge 


236.8 25.8 Ol.2 263.1 aces 
300.) 284,1 187.2 218.4 ot oe 


Luding the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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Unedjusted indexes a os 
(Figures for the current year 


of Retail Sales by Regions - {Average for 
are subject to final 
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General Country Depart- ., 


Year and iionth Tides Carona] ment 
Maritime Provinces 
April, 1941 secossecce 1381 103.6 144.2 184.1 
April, 1947 scccsccees 25966 208.1 AGaiet! 2437.0 


250.4 


Maren, 1948 ess eevue @® 243.9 204.7 304.7 
rs 241,46 


April, 1948 225.4 315.9 


o> 
tS 


eeeepe ane ee 


Quebec 


April, 1941 eS ts a 139.6 117,92 P45 26 149.2 
April, 1947 w~ccscsesee 25824 201.9 267.8 267.4 


ee are ree ee 
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Family: 
Clothing 


164.8 
23261 


124.3 
228.4 


156.5 
278.7 


24242. 
298.0 


200.4 
218.8 


244 ® o 
255,47 


218.9- 


2olee- 


289.5 
354.7 


aeeoeee tes 
; wae! rario . 

Preis G42 eavenseea. LOWS Lils2 L537 ed L3726 125.8 Lie 156.8 
Aprils CUO Gsinieieieix cees, ok hac 180.4 Conee 208.2 Zeaso 199.8 22led 

is } 1645 246 ls ; 

hLarcn., NALLY Tere lateve aie eiace 246.9 190.6 264.6 VAL ard Age RA 21460 20545 
ipril, 1948 cw Be REN Be aes oe” HA GT Os) 260.9 2e9sl Pd Soe, RSPAS Cote f 

. 2 Prairie Provinces 

Apr aS Py 1$4t #ec2eeen ee? my PE Le OES laa 14 Ae } ; Rie Lies 128.7 
RowUlisnl S47 ssiasiviie ne pel Get 166.5" fee ae) 211.2 ~216.8 speeeae 

>¢, OZR 5 a ore yt a097 Ff ory 

peri vaeG Pen eresege 220.5 168.3 269.4 229.4 BOO ot eClLawy 226.4 
Ait LOO Gites ceeute,  cooe6 183.7 210-5 222-8 208.8 205 oT 26647 

British Columbia 

ipril, 194 735 SE oe ba 
Ay a eS rere ee sg 10562 lan, 7 Piast vot Rts: Vbae 115.2 
‘Pils da AE ee eRe eeer se 224.47 Lo4 f 230 a Meet oS 215.4 PARKES”) 217.8 

> 4 TOA O 

BArGt 946 « * 264.6 224.9 2 ¢ Ae 3 y 7 

tT! 1928 @eeeseeeces ee andes c94.0 204.9 245.6 219.5 229.1 
} a Re Wittig BeBe baits ee Oed Gii ed 299.5 f jee a 250.5 Al We pe 26427 | 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions ~ (Average for 
Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


. (a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b} Based on sales ineludi ing the Federal Tax introduced in June, 194 


. oa 


1935 


- 1939 


ata’ 
wy 


—=—= I i anne ces ——— 
Men's(a) Women's " (>) Radio and 
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Mateo 
Maritime Province 
184.0 PS5 eo 159.3 1211 ele Hau ara scr anon 150.4 
Zoe: DOSee 240.8 2282.6 Shoeo 2oGe 22639 erie) 
229.4 2106 ZOOnc 240.6 245.4 194.2 22539 BU Geo 
Zhe? Sear yO 25003 _ 254. S SKOMEAG ANAS 208.3 369.8 
_Quebec eh 
L030 LP 2E4 ATS ire nee? 7 V6L.9 P56e2 PeOay ES@eS 
2940 Come 19950 Otte f We 275.9 ZOSes 276.4 
242.8 260.9 1S3.6 Po et EEO. Pathesers NONE S22er 
268.7 30509 ; 218.7 224.6 230.0 St fee Lees 266.9 r 
oe th _ orn Ontaric : 7 e . 
i Posse NepGgo LOO. So CO. Ta OoeceL Ot tle4a) ~~CO EONS “Lehy toe 
252.8 ARO AT Ci Gree MeGe 7 206.9 Coles 16520 PADS LO) 
CVA AL ORS 6, Ty Atal SE 21561 PO aa PD \Olad THA Boye ek 
Z2oled 309.5 ove {/ 20805 Ze cee POS 175.9 ARO 
a Prairie Provinces | . ce 
idoiso 147-68 144.0 119.8 HOSee =| 1 28,6 96.5 Lome 
AND ES OAG 228.8 plese 226.66 $01.9 LOR 339.6 
209.0 244.5 1906.2 . Leo VSkeo eal Zi Dee 28936 
bee PANTO 27465 | 250.8 © 2562 224e1 267 64 205.1 32529 
British Columbia 
Or OTe 156.57 perez. 9 Sato, 6 116.2 1387 98.8 158.5 
209.0 22a oS AS AM Colle © oe te $43.9 186.2 294.2 
PAS BS Ss 19. 257.6 214.8 Zl2ec Syne POSES, Beary 
Se Oo Ores PERS Pil aD SHe ae 298.9 2aea0 5Uoeo 
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RETAIL SALES 
MAY 1948 


Sales Volume Continues Upward 


Dollar volume of retail sales was 8% higher in May, 1948 than in May, 1947. 
This increase was somewhat smaller than tre average gain in earlier months of the year. 
The January-to-May comparison shows sales 11% greater in 194% than in the same period 
of 1947. Unadjusted indexes were: 267.2 for May, 1948, 247.4 for May, 1947 and 253.3 
for April, 1948. 


MAY SALES (IN DOLLARS) UP 8% 
OVER LAST YEAR 


GENERAL INDEX 
IfRETAIL, TRADES 
I935-39=/00 


1947 
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ladexes are not adjusted for seasonal varialion Series MR-! 


oe 


Results quoted in this report reflect changes in consumer ex= 
penditures in retail stores and, since no allowance is made for price. 
changes, they do not indicate changes in the physical volume of consump=- 
tione 
Active Trade In Women's Appare) Continues 

Sales in women's apparel shops have advanced sharply this year 
and the rate of expansion has exceeded that of other types of retail 
outlets. An increase of 16% in May was identical with that shown in the 
five-month cumulative results for the women's clothing traae. 


Increases recorded by department and variety stores in May were 
in excess of the average gain for the 14 trades covered in this seriese 
Variety store sales were up 13% in May and 15% in the first five months 
of this year. Department store sales gained 13% in May and were up by the 
same amount in the five-month result. 


Most Stores Have Moderate Gains 


~_S  e 


Nine of the fourteen trades had closely=grouped increases 
ranging between 4% and 9% in May. Among these were numbered not only 
certain durable goods stores, such as furniture and hardware whose ine 
creases have lessened in recent months, but also food, men's wear and 
family clothing stores which had until recently been reporting much higher 
gains in sales. Only jewellery and radio and electrical stores reported 
lower sales in May this year compared with the same month a year ago=-7% 
in the case of jewellery and 3% for radio and electrical stores. 


Candy store sales in May, based on chain store reports, increased 
4% over May, 1947. Sales in the first five months of this year were un-= 
changed from the same period of last year. 


Trend in Prairies Becomes More Favourable 


eaeenee 


— SSS a 


Four sections of the country recorded lower sales gains in May 
than in the first five months of the year. This trend was reversed in the 
Prairie Provinces where sales gained 9% in May but were up only 7% in the 
five-month comparison: Apparel trades played an important part in bring- | 
ing about this result. Women's clothing stores led with a gain of 28% 


followed by family clothing and ments clothing stores with increases of 
19% and 18% respectively. 
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(*) Comparisons are based on inventories at the eine of May in the two years. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


May, 1947 and May, 1948 


interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


—— — 


DEPARTMENT 


Women's dresses, coats and suits . 


Girls' and infants’ wear coccccooe 
Hosiery and glovéS ecoccceoercccc0s 
Lingerie and corsets ecoccccesccce 


9eeg00000 0 


Millinery cccocccasse0000 


Women's and children's apparel = 


{Total, 1=5) ©000000000000000000 
Men's and boys’ clothing and 

furnishings coscccecsccv000000000 
Drugs and toilet articles and 

preparations escosccccccccceccce 


Piece goods ogooeec onvnogo0oans 


oeogoeoooed 


SmallwaresS cocccscsovascnoccccccovce 

Food and kindred products .ccoccce 

Furniture (including mattresses 
and springs) 


©eee00 e200 9 0K OFT EC000 


Pome Fr UrnLShINes: o pan c,s6s00sn0ee 00 


Household appliances and electrical 


supplies @eero000gn D000 O0G000000009 


Hardware, and kitchen utensils oeooc.e 


e Radios, musical instruments and 


supplies eeo0eeo0ec e©fne0 CHOCO eC en OG O08 
Shoes and other footwear .... 


eeoacne 


Stationery, books and magazines .. 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS cccocoocccee 44,618,158 50,260,582 


ee ee 
Mey May » % Change, 
1947 1948 1948/1947 
$ $ 
#12.6 
5,104,222 6,093,795 +1924 
1,498,269 1,741,440 +16.2 
1,486,412 1,655,138 +1104 
1,692,370 1,884,959 +114 
___ 5185395 550,952 + 708 
10,294,666 11,926,264 +15.8 
4,434,780 5,220,912 +177 
1 0063141. 15038,971 + 343 
3,262,966 3,548,530 + 8.8 
1,396,428 1,364,747 = 203 
3,469,863 3,888,780 +120] 
3,262,215 3,443,047 + 5.5 
3,818,385 4,349,682  +13.9 
1,596,367 1,924,377 +20.5 
2,500,827 3,040,654 +21.6 
705,988 633,162 10.3 
3,136,780 3,717,442 +18.5 
648,510 579,280 ~-10.7 
5,084,242 5,584,734 + 9.8 


All other departments, total eco 


es 


MA 


Apr. 30, 1948 


Apr. 50, 1947 


d from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 


@) * 
% Change, 


+16,0 
+ 902 


<4 6.7 


es ie 


CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935 = 1939=100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General Country 5 i ‘ sue 
Year and Month _ SodGe gn) Ggnaral melee) yee oe ariety 
ae L28t a cat PEE a i cee Cae 


May, 1941 wescose 141.1 153.2 126.9 Tet Be f 134.3 129.2 159.8 159.7 
May, 1943 .secccce 165.3 15725 162.8 150.4 159.1 158.7 190.0 184.8 
May, 1945 .ssccece Lecce 176 02. 182.0 168.4 162.8 157.38 19200, .194598 
May, 1947 ..sevce 24724 235.7 25669 21167 247 8 238.4 Cute t 251.6 


Aprad, 1948 seeec 25365 249.9 206 .0 200.60 *2/8.7 27961 2451 28004 
May, 1948 ...ece 267 «2 254.5 247 03 229.5 Clover 27809 286.0 295.0 


i Family Men' s(a) 
Year and Month bik Saree wesedas es ___ Clothing Clothing 
A B A B A B A B 


May, 1941 ceococe 146.8 141.4 121.0) Liteo 145.3 138.5 155.4 1387.0 
May, 1943 .weccoes 176.7 167.1 178.8 17703 182.1 171.0 162.9 160.5 
May, 1945 .cccces 1S2.9 190.4 192.1 187.4 Leo yl 183.9 ORS ETS e 
May, 1947 .cccove 247.0 2olel 208.9 ~ 203.1 278.5 267 ol 244.8 250.6 


April, FROY AS Sah et 257 4 249.25 215.5 215.0 27945 £05 06 209 04 245 22 
May, 1948 .escces 267.0 252.4 218.4 216.5 CII eo 281.6 26001 256.5 


SS eS eee a Se ee 


Women's ; 
Year and Month —_— Clothing _ ‘ Shoes EB Drugs ieee an 
A Pant Dee Ce Ay ee ee 


May, 1941 cocvecse 141.1 133.35 LAS mw LereO ieGe0 S266) Lice? 140.2 
May, 1943 .cccrce AOL 170.4 176.8 150.9 159.3 162.4 149.2 119.1 
May, 1945 ..creee 199.3 191.2 191.1 175.6 178.2 183.5 167.02 135.0 
May, 1947 ceseces 273.5 258.4 238.5 208.1 2ll.7 21167 25901 206 07 


ecil, 1946°...., 309.0 "61,9 saicesemmuatesde” 221.4 228.4 242.2 215.8 
Mavs Wages” Sys Sie coo. 11” 259 meets) CoTeOy Nigal ay 1269.8 ameoe 


AO a a ear AS A en rs’ 
z SS SS a a 


1) Radio and 

Year and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical 
_._ FT RY a B 
May, 1941 .wcrcvsns a arenh: 128.4 De hae 141.8 167.0 A Sie 
Mey, (LOAG Sere cee o LSS 133.0 UGeee 186.8 Ny EsO, 104.7 
MAY, LOAD pees se os ZO4 eu: 154.6 POGRO ALC, 114.3 98.5 
Bey UIST | y aisles were UZ so 244 o1 243502 PATE Mesh Oi, 283.2 243.6 
Bord), 1948 «veoas ao owe 21980 189.0 220.6 PAS MEGS $03 06 
a ee ee ee 226.2 «262.1 376.7 4). 258 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal tax introduced in June, 1942. 


= § = 


ee 
ee ee 


a 


General Country Depart= , Restau= Family 
Year and Month Index General ment Me ~ a rant Clothing 
Maritime Provinces - 
May, 1941 wegoeeece 154.0 133.4 155.9 200.5 141.0 178.1 151.2 
May, 1947 w.ccccoes 27025 260.6 285.5 278.0 252 64 247.8 286.1 
April, 1948 ..cseoe 261.6 Bel ee 313.4 241.6 254.8 219.9 ZI2RT. 
May, 1948 .osecscee 277.0 262.5 3258 282-0 259.0 230.7 29600 
Quebec 
Meroe waidsdacve:  LeGed, 140ec,.. l40qiee 10,1  bildael ove boone 164.4 
May, 1947 sscsceces 261.3 261.6 289.9 520.3 244 4 214.9 315.9 
April, 1948 ...csc5 266 22 22205 310.9 304-2 261.2 229.9 33202 
May, 1948 c.secoees 27649 26861 303 »6 37202 256 26 25569 337.7 
_ Ontario 
May, L941) wecccccws 143.1 152.6. 13842 151.4 150.6 119.4 1356.5 
Bey, OAT swine cow ee 238.8 228.9 256 04 228.6 247 4 200.1 239.1 
ge 2 POI er a 249.9 205.b> 2 260e. 229.1 264.0 Pane | 231.8 
May, 1948 sccccccce 260.8 2358.4 265 66 263.1 277 4 21364 24544 
Prairie Provinces 
May, 1941 wccccccece 126.7 108.7 122.4 144.9 144.4 11835 127.4 
May, OL947 “csccsccces 259.5 214.7 230.5 250.6 252.8 212.3 283.3 
BOGE USES SNe ees 235.46 183.0 27065 221.8 255.6 204.6 265.8 
May, 1948 ..cceseee 261-0 228.5 271.3 255-6 = 263.7 21269 557 64 


Mey 5 4) Dwciiee 0-0 4 


British Columbia 
R LISSS 12626 EV Oak 


; 146.4 99.6 125.8 
Mv GOA? Gena s shee 25261 240.3 253.9 185.0 238.9 203.5 267.0 
BOOT LOAD. waren aa 273.6 220.5 299.5 191.4 251.0 208.8 262.6. 
May, 1948 ....ccee5 282.1 264.2 298.4 198.3 266.2 209.2 Side? 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions = (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 


a 


(Figures £ for the current year are subject to final revision 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
g 


— 


Furniture Hardware 


Men's({a) Women's 
Clothing Clothing pieces Brugs 
¥ Maritime Provinces 
174.8 192.7 152.9 140.1 205.5 
AT ALO) S560 268.7 226 24 379.8 
269.2 367.6 25268 PEA GT2 S0LeG 
266.8 419.8 246.5 22ca0 $70.9 
Quebec 
143'.0 146.0 TIORZ TA PUSS. 
Zoled Go) PNAS: Cle © NAS) 
Psiheal 309.0 218.8 PAB) 226 2 
254.5 SM 247 24 229.7 282.2 
Ontario 

1355.0 136.5 [45.3 128.3 164.0 
245.5 Collec 204.3 200,0 PASAY Sol 
258.4 SLOSS 254.9 2OT SS Zeal 
255466 Sus 259.6 218.0 2456 
Prairie Provinces 

2268 129.9 147.9 125.4 NaS: 
243.5 249.1 256.6 219.5 WAALS 
266.3 ite PAL A) 22109 224el 
287.8 2180 274.6 25166 213.9 
British Columbia 

LNOS?S 145.7 SS 119.3 ARS) 
257.0 297.4 288.3 obo 64 285.9 
ven! $5228 284.7 269.9 Sol 64 
Oe Sol sit 292.0 268.8 304.35 


aces a 


155.0 
520.21 


266 «9 
505 65 
20729 
$48.0 
530-8 
387.61 
174.8 
298.9 


276.5 
503 62 


146.6 


334.6 
265.5 
347.4 
145.5 


595.8 


404.8 
412.0 


(b) 
Jewellery 


119.6 
253.4 


20002 
251.5 


(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax.introduced in June, 1942. 


100) 


Radio and 
Blectrical 


193.1 
298.5 
540.8 
50567 
200.7 
27764 
271.35 
245.4 
158.2 
251.6 
25509 
256 27 
147.9 
564.2 
33309 
52561 
150.7 


518.4 


465.9 
428.8 
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RETAIL SALES 
JUNE 1948 


June Sales Increase is Second Lergest of Year 


Canadian retail merchants extended the margin of their sales increase 
over 1947 when June volume was 16% above June a year ago. This was the largest 
increase recorded since January and brought total retail trade for the first 
half of the year 12% above the same period of 1947. 


Seales were also higher than in May, although the increase was only 
1%. Normally, sales begin to recede in June when the summertime seasonal down- 
swing customarily gets under way. 


Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 269.2 for 
June, 1948; 232.5 for June, 1947; and 267.2 for May, 1948. These results re- 
flect changes in dollar sales without allowance for price chenges. 


Results for Individual Trades Vary Widely 


Outstanding gains were reported by department stores and food stores 
whose increases over June, 1947 amounted to 23% and 19% respectively. Certain 
of the apparel trades also shared in the pronounced June expansion, women's 
wear stores being most prominent with a gain of 26% over June a year ago. 


FOOD GROUP INDEX 
ale 


RESTAURANTS 


1947 


ae Sk 
ae Rane qe 


1946 


di. Eee SAS So OS Ne BD. 


a dexes arenol adjusted for seasonal variation Series MR-2 


ae 


Other trades whose June increases approximated the average re- 
sult were country general stores and variety stores which had gains of 


14% and 16% 


Sales of hardware stores were more buoyant than sales of most 
ether durable goods outlets. Jewellery stores, however, again broke 
through the 1947 level to record an 9% increase in June, June sales of 
radio and electrical stores declined 1% from last year's volume. 


Chain candy stores reported sales 12% lower in June this year 
compared with last. Sales averaged 1% lower for the first six months of 
the year. 


Regional Increases Range from 11% to 19% 


Ontario led other sections of the country in June with a gain 
of 19% compared with June, 1947. Those trades which contributed most 
towards bringing about this result were country general stores, depart- 
ment stores, food stores and ladies' wear stores, all of which had gains 
in the vicinity of 25% or 30%. June increases held up well in other 
parts of the country, the lowest. increase being one of 11% in the Mari- 
time Provinces. 


At the end of the first half of 1948, Ontario and British 
Columbia showed increases in sales amounting to 15% over the first six 
months of last year. Quebec and the Prairie Provinces reported sales 10% 
and 9% higher, while the Maritime Provinces had 6% more retail business 
in the first half of this year. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 

DEPARTMENT SLUNG SALBO AND tN ne 
June, 1947 and June, 1948 


These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are oat to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. ; 


. : ee INVENTORY (* 
hi 
DEPARTMENT June , June , = eee Teas om es 
8 47 | 
1947 1948 194 May S31. 1947 
, dh al ee 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS .cococcceccod 39,281,605 


+ 9.4 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits od ties 
ae Girls" end intents! wear iciees.ss +. = 6.95 
3s Hosiery and gloves ersee0coroceo eo eee d + 4.0 
4. Lingerie and corsets @eooeogn0eose ecoceoo0g * 807 
Bia Millinery e®eoe oo0o00coOsooenoaoanoeacegon ood -15.,0 

6. Women's and children's apparel = 
(Paradies Moma ee eek se eave seced. Gy ola enol 0 692 44a) Saree + 1.4 

7e Men's and boys! clothing and : 
furnishings ©CCOCCHFCLOOCCOeSoGCHOGLOHO9G 4,362,625 5,414,183 +241 #12.6 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and 

preparations eeecorsoevoe geo ese00004 946 , 541 1,078,039 #1329 ae 504 
96 Piece goods eoeoeoooeoeeo0ec0eeogngvea00 00g beled. 118 5,354,824 +20.0 +2004 
iG Smallwares ®Peeseesodcovoe coo ocavoceoa0d 1,249,464 1,384,038 +10,8 + 9.2 
11. Food and kindred products ..eccooed 5,051,500} 3,738,837 +2505 +138 

12. Furniture (including mattresses 
and springs ) eoeFF2e2L7OOOCODODDD004 2,941,024 5 5998,5019 414.2 = 1.1 
due Hone furnsehinge as svsaveriyers seed 3,247,494] 3,905,571 +2003 42304 

14. Household appliances and 

electrical (supplies )ccsssé0xceeed 1,573,169] 1,884,620 +37,2 +18.3 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ....! 2,065,407} 2,767,417 +34.0 + 7.4 

16. Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies P28HCOCHOHOOLOOOAD00000004 969 ,441 480 ,406 =-15.6 ce 0-55 
17. Shoes and other footwear secoccscoc] 2,855,508) 3,523,140  +23.4 +160 
18. Stationery, books and magazines ..4 557 ,113 583 ,226 + 4.7 = 4.8 
19. All other departments, total ecoooy 4,772,578 5,817,650 +21,9 tikes 


(*) Comparisons are based on inventories at Gs beginning © of June in the two years. 
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CANADA = Indexes of Retail Sales = (Average for 1935 ~ 1939=100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


June, 1941 


June, 1948 


General Country Department Variety 
Year and Month Index General 

A B A B A B A B 
UNS. | LOS) wes 6 666% 132.7 154.4 135.8 116.1 WATE 123.1 154.0 154.8 
DURA L945 oc csc eee 161.0 158.9 153.9 150.6 136.8 130.9 184.3 181.6 
June, 1945: .ecrceecce LoTel 184.7 183.5 L7 206 169 cuL 160.6 21265 193.9 
ane, LOA ode ces 252.5 254.9 215.4 216.7 2eOne 218.3 2490.7 25051 
Maye L948 5. voweess 26762 254.5 246.8 ray Ac ae) (all Sha dt 278.9 286.0 295.0 
SG LOS oc oe ce ee ZO9ee 26009 246.0 240.7 27004 298.7 288.4 284.3 


Year and Month 


e©o000000090 


ooeo00@ 090 


June, 1943 
June, 1945 
June, 1947 


@©ee00000 


eoeooo 0090 


May , 1948 eoeoeo00e0 C0089 
June, 1948 


oo0e000089 


Year and Month 
ime p NOEL, cae cce ys 
June, 1943 

June, 1945 
June, 1947 


©o0e08680000 
e©eood0000 


909900800 


May, 1948 ..2ccecos 


e©e0eo000@0900 


EA A NN 


Year and Month 


Rae 4 OSes rs ote arcrere 
June, 1943 

June, 1945 
June, 1947 


©e08000060 
@90000@800 


©00006000 


May , 1948 0009000900 
June, 1948 


eoeo0900000 . 


AS 


Food 

AR 60 Ba 
139.4 145.7 
WAG LAS 
PAL EA®) VOW ee 
25461 24347 
267.4 252.8 
BTS at 283 02 

Women's 

Clothing _ 

A B 
UGS S) 2s 
P7407 166.0 
HOMOGE 199.3 
258.9 Zoleo 
Slugs fe 296.1 
SOOT 20567 

Hardware 

wines 6 6B! 
168.9 141.9 
219.1 M8 
OMA AG 266.6 
$4567 261.9 
Sr J 


295.9 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


A B Ree B A Bis yun 
11933 TAU eOWGeu VSG ou 16764 134.8 
T7Ou5 itpoeet! RiGee L668 AUS) 166.2 
199.9 199.4 ZG ato 198.8 212.3 189.5 
20961 Bil Gree PAS SAI 263.0 eoilee 246.8 
SLT sh Cibo 299.4 281.1 PAGO\15) 256.6 
224.8 PAPAS 296.4 291.0 27400 _ 264.9 

Shoes Drugs Furniture 

A B A B iw pire 
LE Oe 130.4 2239 iO Ore Loans 4.0 
20e86 Ose? 154.2 164.0 118.5 Alea 
PASSIWA AEH ireye) 184.6 190.6 163.9 159.3 
2550 207 .fe- LObs7 ~2elel,. 23087 «. Benes 
CD680 CL9EC (EERE AG 2310 269.5 CEvion 
274.4 Zolee 22520 Bowles ASV AMS) PAL AS, 

* Radio and 

Jewellery Eleotricalune. 
Me ee OR et he, DO 

3 ro) ° cy ° ip 
Gio 176.3 106.4 TEL O 
Cooae 2ASet MEY esta) 2269 
256509 BOGar ZO 295ol 
225-8 20 lee 281.0 EM tl 
CoOoee gine 26709 290.7 


= 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1955 2 1939 = 100) 
Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 


ee EES 
General Country Depart- y,»4; Food Restau- | Family — 
STs) Oe ha Index eohacat ment eae it rant - Clothing 
Maritime Provinces _ ‘ ars 3D 
DUNG LEE] vaceess ss 143.0 108.2 147.0 19667 132.3 178.9 140.9 
Jane [oeday VR. t 245.2 224.1 230.6 9723 2351 23309 266.4 - 
Mey 7 TA068 hho eke 277.9 265.9 323.8 282.0 259.67 22851 292.2 
June PeRVas. va vedr.ve e7120 233 6 299.3 296.4 267.2 223 4 281.7 
a Quebec 
Pura WaOll sss cakves 140.0 134.4 129.0 Pleas 141.4 livee 15404 
June, 1947 e©o0oeoeoosoe 248.8 PASI ORI Oa ee OuecistS 294.6 208.5 5308.3 
Mey, Pete ps adeee ces 276.6 263.7 30347 S72 Uo 7 aS ee 33705 
use EGER. we adawee 284.3 278.67 301.5 363.6 275.0 234.6 350.9 
wots i! Soar 
WUMM SIGS) goxeke ss. 132.8 114.7 Tepes 144.5 T3601 TiS... bebe ae 
POs NO ag Woes 221.9 195.4 211,42. 228.4 224.2 20150 219.5 
My 5 BOAR Sake cacnw 260.9 238.5 263.6 263.1 CAC 8 214.0 246.3 
june, 1948 ......ss. 265.1 243.4 262.0 269.4 278.0 220.5 240.6 
Prairie Provinces 

nee cs cs dee fe4.0  10Gs7 114.5 144.0 146.8 124.0 122.8 
Le PS! eS 226.1 194.8 206 3 228.2 253.2 221.4 26662 ; 
MEV OIUGRG: sas &< Bees 261.3 229.0 271.5 255.6 263.8 215.8 33569 
Vent. Op ce a 261.9 226.2 255.6 262 3 292.9 2345, 2 312.6 


June, 1941 


British Columbia 


Saran SEN KJ < EGOS, |: Wy Ta = Sec GY se ee a ee 
128.1 11632 120.8 


coecccees 118.1 146.2 100.2 1229. 
DUNGY WLOET. eecedwssé 247 62 255.8 257.9 181.7 251.1 205.8 244.4 
MOY 9 dS ina sss oes ve 281.5 262.0 298.4 198.3 266.8 198.8 304.0 
JUNG, 1948. .cccccsee 279.8 264.8 ered 193.3 28562 alk? 


288.5 


- 7 = 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 


' (Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


b, Radio and 


Men'ts(a) Women's 
oa Electrical 


Clothing Clothing Shoes = Drugs __ Furniture Hardware 


Maritime Provinces 


17382 162.6 17631 133.67 163.5 150.8 170, fedwuestaeno 
266.4 304.1 7961 21568 351.3 306 6 285.5 311.2 
27242 419.8 244.9 224.6 362.3 316.8 243 3 305.7 
287.6 355.5 2673 216.0 | 329.2 290.7 284.8 315.3 

Quebec 

Sate DE aTen LkILy POka Sed OaeOs. |) SLO, Ol Se Ono uae Li’wotts vlobsll. ttn Looe oe 
24 s7 255.3 Sele 8 205.2 231.5 338.4 227.8 294.6 
255.8 302.3 243.01 229.6 282.2 38768 219.3 259.3 
27601 302.0 _ 23308 228.5 210.8 398.6 2 RIDA tein C270 6O> sau 

Ontario 
Miveenm til aod, 2. cldslbbsS.cehicobimnio4ceo AGlat:”~=~CLST.O Skee ae 
25661 234.1 265.3 194.5 2077.3: 28707 221.9 229.7 
255.4 310.6 25802 216 4 244.8 308.9 216.2 23802 
269.6 305.4 295.8 211.3. | 22007 32506 232 5 259.1 
7 Pee Ns IIE able: Ae MOR MEA R28 88 
126.0 Peo.e Joe, ped bese np cCsr pee LOGO T3595 129.9 128.7 
24307 208.2 239.5 215.8 199.3 30928 25307 312.3 
286.9 310.5 278.4 230.1 2139 352.8 244.4 325.0 
28504 27168 28302 231.5 206.0 348.7 27608 27820 
ce ee re a ene | ea Se pre Oe ON apy 3 OLY 6 CNR ee ee 
British Columbia atl’ dik ase 
ice e wiklSGeo 9 sof LOGwbon Elles tin ) loseaae |) 6LeOeO: Levee... Sloaeo eee 
247.7, 23501 269.0 244.8 270-1 37166 258.4 322.0 
251.2 332.1 279.7 27401 314.0 409.5 246.5 442.1 
262.2 292.08 _ 288.3 266.7 324.9 412.0 258-7 355.1 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


= Dita 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES 
by Selected Departments 


JANUARY-JUNE, 1947 AND JANUARY-JUNE, 1948 


These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


tr A I CE A A OS CLES 


RO A 


Sales 
Jan. -June Jan.-June, % Change, 
a ac 947° 1948 1948/1947 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..cccccvvces 200,011,158 268,457 ,555 +14.1 

1, Women's dresses, coats and suits . 27S OR OST. 32,204,424 +186 
oe Garis* and Aniante® wears iiss ss cees 8,124,508 9,215,004 413.4 
36 Hosiery and gloves eoevreeececoo eso eo 8,081,022 8,534,931 +5566 
4, Lingerie: aids corsets) Sasa. sa0 0% 0 8,756 ,916 9,974,689 +139 
ae Millinery @eeoegenooesconvneeeoo0cgno0og00cd 000 2,099,269 2,882,662 +10.9 
6. Women's and children's apparel - 

(Total, 1-5) eoeereoocoevoveoos oo8 54,758 ,802 (VAAL AAO, +14.8 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and 

furnishings COOP ODe cee eo OOo Oo ea O80 24,512,397 Zip 986.5 901 +15.l1 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and 

DEGDEACLONS etelsiete ¥ aa) eisreieialoreipcee cy 5,714,218 661:79920 + 8.1 
oie Piece goods See eee | Re V8, 716225 PADIS ICO ISH Ae +1006 
BOS Smallwares Seeone oeeoogne 8coooo0odnHn OOD 7,908,850 SIA eran Bias + ao 
1l. Food and kindred products ...ccovc 18,603 ,440 2o,;00L,7 62 +2504 
12. Furniture (including mattresses 

BOW. Sar Pees ec cieeties os awk 169725516 LY S857-7 15 + See 
are Home furnishings ©oeooeeceor ce ooo eo 8b eo 8 19,095,954 22,101,245 +15.7 
14. Household appliances and 

electrical isuppligs. sco vwbwsevo 8,140,844 10,772,748 +5205 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ..0. 11,893 ,532 14,115,471 +18.7 
16. Radios, musical instruments and 

supplies eeerore2OF00 FCF D00CA2FD00000 4,336 ,784 3,749,214 13.5 
17. Shoes and other footwear soccccoce 15,652 ,433 18,084 ,847 +15.5 
18. Stationery, books and magazines .. 5,878,194 3,735,017 - 367 
19. All other departments, total .soco 25,386,971 28,715,792 +1361 
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RETAIL SALES 
JULY 1948 


Sales Remain At High Level 


INDEX § Retail sales in Canada were 
14% higher in July this year compared 
with July, 1947, based on average re- 
sults for 14 kinds of business. The 
margin over last July was greater 
than the average increase for earlier 
months of the year,and volume for the 
first seven months stood 12% above 
that for the same period a year ago. 
Sales dropped 9% below June volume, 
but this is consistent with the nor- 
mal seasonal movement. These results 
reflect changes in consumer expendi- 
tures and do not make allowance for 
the rise in price levels of recent 
months. Unadjusted indexes (on the 
base, 1935-1939=100) were as follows: 
246.5 for July, 1948; 217.0 for July, 
1947; and 269.7 for June, 1948. 
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Sales Increase for Department Stores Reduced ‘ 


Department store sales took a sharp drop in July. Although sales 
were still 9% ahead of last year, the gain was much smaller than for several 
months past. The cumulative gain at the end of July was 14% for this trade. 
Variety stores, on the other hand, showed a further tendency to expand sales 
volume with a July increase of 21% compared with a seven-month gain of 16% 
over last year. Country general stores reached a 1948 peak when sales were 
10% higher in July. The January-to-July increase for these stores in rural 
communities was 9%. 


Widest Expansion In Ladies’ Wear 


Of the 14 kinds of business, ladies’ wear stores have shown by 
far the greatest expansion for several months, and the July increase of 
25% brought the severi=month rain to 18%, Sales of other apparel stores 
moved up uniformly, gains for family clothing, men's wear and shoe stores 
amounting to 11%, 12% and 15% respectively for July, and 10%, 12% and 12% 
in the cumulative comparisons. 


Food stores had a further sharp rise in July when sales were 
21% ahead of July volume last year. In the seven-month result, the sales 
gain was 15%, Most other trades had moderate sales increases. Radio and 
electrical stores, however, continued to fall short of 1947 volume, July 
sales being down 4% from last year. Candy store sales were up 4% in July, 
but declined 1% in the first seven months of the year. 


Ontario Leads Other Regions 


Business continued particularly active in Ontario where sales 
rose 17% above July, 1947, despite a sharp moderation in department. store 
volume which was only 3% higher in that province. The Prairie Provinces 
and Maritime Provinces recorded increases in July amounting to 14% and 
13%, these increases Surpassing gains of 9% and 7% for these two regions 
in the cumulative seven-month comparisons. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
July's 1947 and July, 1948 


These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 
interpreted as totals for all department stores. 


= ————_ 


INVENTORY (*) 
% Change, 
June 30, 1948 
June 1947 


| a Change, 
1948/1947 


DEPARTMENT 


ee ee er 


TOTAS. ALL DEPARTMENTS scacec ce necs 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits 


2. Girls' and infants’ wear . 


3. Hosiery and gloves ..ses.se+ces005 ce 967 3781 + 0.1 
4, Lingerie ead Gorcots ..cecvcccooest 1, 2en os 1,343 ,996 + 6.7. 
H 
5. Millinery. «ssccessn esos 208,052) 208,099] _(a) d 
6. Women's and Phd att s Jaesaral = ' 
Pinca t 18S) stemcdcandoctatceaed) 6,4 B04 aigorr 652 
7. Men's and boys’ iin tae aa 
PUPAL Gna nes Yexis's cess s 6s ants 5,651,620! 3,587,144 
8. Drugs and toilet Syisies aa 
BYORSTERA ONS, Sa acno cb ecddows codes 962,c07 964 ,263 
9. Piece goods ale oe 2,545,803} 2,715,089 
TOs Smallwares eooeaoc 8H G98 26CE0R Of age) eae 1, 146,,561 Meler > e952 
11. Food and kindred products .,..2.-¢| 3,018,748| 3,561,927 


12. Furniture (including mattresses 
and springs ) ©€eoeeoo0eoenneoo0oseo0o2n 2,249,096 VL MW Gt peo 


14. Household appliances and 
electrical supplies 4.<4scave 1,212,081] 1,439,409 

15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ooo, 

16. Radios, musical instruments and 
supplies F°7T99 00 000906900005 


13. Home furnishings Eee 2,889,051} 3,088,483 
| 1,733,465} 2,017,915 


509,444 477,756 


17. Shoes and other footwear soon 2,053 ,688 


2000 


2,176,415 


18. Stationery, books and magazines o. 489 ,977 488 ,617 
si All other departments, total . 45,438,563} 4,717,813 


Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of Ju 
(a) Change of less than 0.1%. 
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CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935 - 1939=100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General Country ; 
Year and Month Index General Department Variety 


B 
_ Fo 1be8 2 a ey eet 
Duly ewhOlS cs dais » L5S00 058.1 164.0 153.1 T1265, (144.7 183.4, 17255 
POL LOLD + csedaes 17066 189.1 182.2 176.4 1502. 179.6 196.7 203.7 
SU LOAT sadieeeds + 21720 "4255.9 22665 21250 189.3 245.4 244.8 247.5 


SuMNie >: LOLO sees ees 269.7 266.0 242.8 237.6 2I0eEr 25950 289.4 285.2 
July, 1948 esesvere 046.5 255.0 249.48 22409 206 »8 266.1 296.3 278.7 
rh 7 aa Sem) family. . Mente(ays 
Year and Month Hod a aes Clothing _—_—s— Clothing iy 

| rn B A ico hea 
ates, LOSI ees wae es 133.0 136.3 13280" 2538 Vi7s2" 156e2 11164 135.7 
Sy) LOSS. «0 sa 4% oa 16957 160.7 18850) 177.9 16242, 17807 144.1 165.3 
Ser yg VOLS era ies 178«5 188.8 206.0 198.9 iii Are Low? 153.6 194.0 
July, 1947 cssessee 218.4 225.6 22528 211.9 25525 273.8 206.5 25507 
OUNG 51948 45 weeess 279;5 284.0 22ae0 222.5 29526 29062 278.0, ..268.8 


July, 1948 ...:::5. 264.0 251.8 239.1 225.7 259.7 285.6 


ee 


200.5 26332 


a a aS 


a. 


a 


Women's 


Year and Month Clothing Shoes eS Porer vere 
ES Se ae ae ee ee OE: : 
ee ofl Gru 6 1d moos «lige leo... 127.7; 150.7 ~ lids lao 
Lye OSS” weateieaks , 1.520081 75.4 163.1 163.6 159.6 159.6 109.7 136.2 
July; 1945-ssevewss —~ 16555 20352 189.9 215.3 178.4 186.1 13469 17907 
PaLy VMOS7 tteyacte  \-2O2S1T 26) 4 207G. 228n2 2iliwBie 2LS6l 209.5 273.5 
ure menes iy. ceuntay « 297.90 pee2.S 27mm 224.0 223.3 237.6 235.8 240.9 
Bal, 1948 cc ceweae  252c2... 286.6 238.8 240.4 232.5 232.6 212.0 26255 
ee aa > hemienaanee Radio and StS 
Year and Month Hardware Jewellery __ Electrical 
A B ah AS ae B 
Buiyg 194) cwlewes ss 152.9 136.5 (2 132.8 156.9 139.9 161.4 
Bly $+ 1945) esis s 163.3 143.9 166.2 196.4 97.5 112.5 
uly, 1945. obese si 208.9 194.5 218.4 268.4 108.8 130.6 
Mal yaw Bee Toe ca eetes 296.1 268.1 218.2 257.9 255.5 294.8 
fone, -1948) os e4aes 363.3 305.3 260.0 274.2 oT4a.2 297.6 
By 1048 -( ao. ay als 324.6 285.) © 226.5) 326755 2465 284.4 


(a) Includes ments furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


Se SEE 


General Country Depart= yoriet Food Restau- Family 
a Index General ment y rant, Clothing 
Vb aaa 
Maritime Provinces ; 
Paige aascewaess 142.7 120-1 12 %ae 196.2 137.8 199.4 120.8 
July, 1947 sescs005 240.3 239.9 189.7 267.8 242535 269.6 25245 
June, 1948 . 272-4 229.5 299.85 $02.0 267 oo 220.0 287.0 
July, 1948 .scercsrsse 27007. 265.5 227 B OLS Behe 27322 286 2 
_Quebes | 
Un Lo ara &-2 eo Ofea = 100,7 elo 9 ocr 4c 
July, 1947 eeseeesee2d rat 59 25507 196 »4 289.5 193.6 21 Giese PAO ND 
June, 1948 se050: 285.4 270.1 30262 $63.3 ral: Bes 231.6 $50.1 
July, 1948 secooresce 234-7 260.6  —20keS 342.8 223.4 238-7 a 283.6 
. i Ontario 
Umea eal pase esssee., 12226 ERY ey W551. 154.6 Teen 109.5 
July, 1947 esccoses0es 20701 22009 178g Berne 216.2 205-5 198.6 
JUNG, L946 seccssvees 26504 239.5 262.0 270c9.. 7% 2tist 217.4 242.5 
uly, 1948 .. ene eee 265.9 _ 183.0 294.7 274.0 218.3 228.2 
nee __Prairie Provinces 
July, 1941 secessescs L2lel pee 97 1 152.0 148.6 141.8 109.8 
July, 1947 sescosss 221.8 201.0 183.0 238.0 258.0 251.5 255 el 
Jurie, 1948 secseccosse 26207 Babee 256.5 262.5 292.1 229.9 306.9 
July, 1948 es.cosceos 25205 22626 21254 261.5 $0402 VAsto wey § 25002 
_ British Columbia 
July, 1941 ceecseseeee 128.5 116.7 119.1 128.6 136.8 11g.c 130.5 
JULY, L947 wecccceses 25902 228.4 231.5 190.3 2eGnt 228.5 Zole0 
Sunes 1948. sesesecsee 27965 267.2 27961 194.1 283.0 208 .6 Ay ho Peo, 
July, 1948 eseesese0806 PATS Feo: _ 262.5 26527 FAQ Yee 273.6 248.0 278.9 


~ 6's 


— = 


SR > 2 
ubject to final revision 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 


amma CET 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 * 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


a et ee 
= a ne rd 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 


(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


Men's(a) Women's . ; (b) Radio and 
Clothing Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Electrical 
Maritime Provinces 

164.4 131.6 138.7 145.8 145.8 160.4 189.5 151.5 
252.4 Cuse? 253.4 (Aor f 29267 293 6 25861 293.6 
318.3 

34403 

08 ; Glo sey 106 «| ay aaa ES 

190.2 191.4 167.5 207 67 194.1] 327. 9 202.4 264.5 
27825 SOY? 241.7 228 .4 216.5 398.9 2726 27668 
201-5 _ 214-2 si 88.7 25501 __ 191. 3 9105 549.0 rie 18547 __ 25905 

Ontario 
102.4 109.4 111.3 128.3 118.0 149.9 1$Z2o1 130.7 
200.4 203 41 208.6 199.9 19753 265.8 206.5 220.0 
Bid od 500.2 297.0 210,59 22065 Sou eo 240.2 241.5 
229.6 268.0 257.8 22501 208.6 286.7 REE ae 20207 
Prairie Provinces ‘a 
106.0 1:0640.5 + 122.0 126.7 10601 137.6 127.8 EG Rr, 
21920 196.1 Booes 221.4 182.3 299.8 25500 295.7 
285.9 268.8 283 .6 232-9 207.9 $56.9 287.4 296.7 
254.8 256.6 264.7 255.0 2Uliwe $51.5 2726 295.65 
British Columbia 

yer 129.4 140.3 L2D ok 119.7 145.0 133,35 169.35 
228.0 21539 25765 Zoaes 285.8 345.0 26027 S21 ao 
263.42 29201 287.9 27208 526.5 416.7 261.9 363.8 
221.4 259.5 o0 Le 270,38 256.1 415.7 240.2 345.5 
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RETAIL SALES 
AUGUST 1948 


August Sales Increase Is Smallest of the Year 


August sales of Canadian retail stores were 7% higher than in 
August, 1947, but declined 3% from July of this year. Retail trade in 
the first eight months of 1948 was 12% above that for the same period in 
1947. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935=1939=100) stood at 239.6 for 
August, 1948, 225.9 for August, 1947, and 246.6 for July, 1948. 


Sales increases recorded for August this year over last were 
somewhat smaller than the general increase in prices from a year ago, and 
it is apparent that there has been some contraction in the quantity of 
merchandise sold. 


Non-durables Fail to Maintain Pace Set in Harlier Moaths 


One feature of the August results which stands out is an abrupt 
moderation in the increases for certain of the non=durable merchandise 
trades. Variety, food and clothing stores were chiefly affected. Among 
the four apparel trades, two actually reported lower sales in August this 
year compared with August, 1947. Percentage changes in August sales, 
with comparisons for the first eight months in brackets, were as follows: 
variety stores, + 7% (+15%); food stores, + 7% (+14%); family clothing 
stores, + 2% (+9%); men's clothing stores, = 6% (+10%); women's clothing 
stores, +13% (+17%); and shoe stores, =5% (+10%). 


Department stores recorded the largest increase of any trade in 
August. A gain of 14% over August last year was similar to the January-to= 
August increase. Results differed considerably from region to region in 
August, increases of 18% being recorded in the Maritime Provinces, Ontario 
and British Columbia, while sales gained only 8% in Quebec and the Prairie 
Provinces. 
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Increases Remain Steady for Durables 


Sales increases ranged from 2% to 10% in August for the various 
durable goods trades, including furniture, hardware, jewellery and radio 
and electrical stores. In most cases, results approximated those in the 


first seven months of the year. 


Candy store chains reported sales down 9% in August from the 
same month of last year and reduced by 2% in the first eight months of 
1948 compared with 1947. 


The general index of sales for four of the five economic re- 
gions, extending from Quebec to British Columbia, increased uniformly 
over August, 1947, gains ranging from 6% to 9%. The increase for the 
Maritime Provinces was slightly lower at 3%. 


Department Store Sales and Inventories Appear in New Form 


On Page 6 of this report is a table showing estimated sales and 
inventories of all Canadian department stores, in total and for a number 
of departmental groupings. Reports have previously shown sales reported 
by a sample of firms only. 


A publication issued by the Bureau of Statistics a few weeks 
ago, entitled “Department Store Sales and Stocks, January, 1941 to July, 
1948", contains monthly figures for earlier years prepared on a similar 
basis and is now available for distribution. 


The figures include mail order business of the departmental 
firms. Inventories are at selling value. 
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—__ RETAIL SALES “CHARIS 3333 


The charts in this report -are_ the The series (MR-1 to MR-5) will be re- 
fourth and fifth in a series depicting produced in subsequent issues with 


retail sales trends since 1941, the more recent material plotted. 

last Census year. A complete record of : 

major changes in retail trade ie ob- Indexes are based on dollar volume of 
tained from the assembled series of sales, without adjustment for price 
charts. Other groups of stores were changes or for seasonal variations. 
covered in earlier issues of "Retail 

Sales". Unadjusted indexes, revealing All indexes are on the base--average 


seasonal fluctuations characteristic monthly salee in 1935-1939=100. 
of verious trades, are used throughout. : 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES 3 AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


These figures are estimates 
Inventories are at selling value. 


DEPARTMENT 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS --+} 47,875 | 545: 


1. Women's dresses, coats and 
suits ooeee esooevse008 8306 4,568 


2. Girls' and infants' wear .» 2,006 
7 Ves 


3. Hosiery and gloves seresce 1,326 


4. Lingerie and corsets ose. +10.6 


| 
| 
5, Millinery Ae aoe, 432 | 509 | +1728 767 
=] 
: 


Lave 1,914 


13.35 


6. Women's and children's SE EME Gia 
apparel = (Total, 1-5) 10,124 


7. Men's and boys’ clothing 


and furnishings csosecses! 
8. Drugs, toilet articles and 


preparations sesesvssccct 1,149 


10, Smallwares «os Yea + 65 6,954 


| 
| 
' 
9. Piece goods seessessoves | 5,697 : 
| | 
| 
ll. Food and kindred products .} 4 ,848 419.5 4,416 
12. Furniture (including ‘ 
mattresses and springs).| 4,173 | 453 ia ettas eS lise72 
' 
j 
4 
: | 
: 
} 


13. Home furnishings .ccccosccl 4,158 | 4,718} 413.5 ESD ay a 
14, Household appliances and | 

electrical supplies et 1,863 2,600 423.5 5 5308 
15. Hardware and kitchen 

Miensie~tcowaee vo eves Zei30 Cop 429.4 8,047 
16. Radios, musical instru- 

ments and supplies ....0 738 863 +16.9 4,231 
17. Shoes and other footwear . 2,959 3,284 +11,0 11,934 
18. Stationery, books and 


MAGAEZINOA ssa same ceeees 756 


416.3 
19. All other se begs ke 


GOtaL sesces esecceend 5,843 | 85 + 7.6 
. ee ee eee eee a RE 
(*) Comparisons are based on inventories at the 


beginning of Au agaist in the two YPaER sy 


=) 7a 


CANADA = Indexes of Retail Sales = (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Department 


' General Country : Variety 


Year and Month — ties. Index General 
B A B A B A B 
August, 1941 cecose. lewaz 143.2 131.6 121.0 120.4 146.1 158.9 163.1 
Rucust, 1945 .sececee 147.0 161.8 187.2 149.5 LeOed 148.4 160.2 174.8 
August, 1945 .wsccsce Ie Bak 189.8 186.1 170.5 LSS.27, 184.7 19169 203567 
August, 1947 ..cccce 2259 237.0 228.6 Bile 204.9 250.5 25549 241.2 


July, 1948 .cccosvcce 246.6 255el 24962 22468 20725 267.0 297 05 27967 
August, 1946 .cccooe 239.6 26561 245.5 25266 25207 285.6 29220 274 8 


Family Men's(a) 
Year and Month Food Res Vaerenus Clothing Clothing 


A B ihe oe BA, B A B A B 
Dremel) ai, | ldGeO deo, J40-0me loOecin li961 1140.6, Lld,e). 44050" 
PemaaeviOtG te. acea) Lolec vGeO, LO9eemerivns?  loee8 "1735.4 “128.7°° 16ssT 
Bueust, 1945 .....0. 188.7 198.9 212.49 194.8 168.6 205.8 141.3. 190.5 
BepCSt M04) vidoe © IeckeO boven 25) ey elomd si eeigo 262.0. 196.4. 252.1 


July, 1948 ..ccccece 264.8 25206 240.1 226.67 Z59e8e2 285.0 250.4 263.45 
August, 1948 ....cco 201.1 27602 246 o1 25008 22669 283.5 183.4 202 ol 


Women's 
Year and Month Clothing 
A B A B A B A B 
August, 1941 cccwcoo 1S.) Motes «LL Se eso.) AS 25S 161.7 185.5  TSees 
August, 1943 sc.20ece 139.1 OS wi l4h dee Boao LSsybe7 156.9 gdizee | 212.) 
August, 1945 ..cceoco L6CR% = cles. l76se) 20sec, 180,09 281.2 157%.9°\ 15e.8 
August, 1947 sscsseo 185.6 233.51 201 4b 219.5 #21585 214.5 214.4 206.6% 


Shoes Drugs Furniture 


July, 1948 ssccscooe 246.4 280.0 25769 239.4 251.9 251.9 209.7 259.5 
August, 1948 ...ecee 209.8 274.8 191.0 22769 ras Eu 224.4 Celiel 221.0 


Radio and 
Year and Month Hardware Jewellery Electrical 
Sean Bio A B A B 
Beeiet. 194 4..5.s5 1. hocet 145.4 151.5 163.0 140.0 159.9 
August; 1943 .cscoce 154.8 147.4 175.1 188.7 102.0 116.3 
Brest, 1945: ..+.00- 204.0 190.6 235.6 244.5 L279 124.0 
Bucust, /104%cecesees o74.7 257.6 236.1 254.4 254.4 290.1 
Baty, 2948 buswene as 522 oT 283.4 226.7 267.8 246 .6 284.5 
Borst, 1948 .cccess 301.2 28668. MW coterun 27lel oo 120029 296 3 ii 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
{b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail 


a] 


- 8B = 


Sales by Regions ~- (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 


—— 
ee ee 


Year and Month 


August, 1941 oooogoond 


August, 1947 cecccoes 


July , LIOR 5 a cidiein Go's 
August, 1948 ccoccces 


August, Te Wht 8 eae os 


August, 1947 00000000 


July, 1948 eoo0oeco0o cao 00 
August, 1948 cocccoce 


oe 


AUguS Ty e194 sc'eloc's ao 
August; 1947 cscccvcs 


July, 1948 ©000000000 
BUPLIG terme OA Oltalacele idk irs 
August, 1941 eodgococecdao 


August, 1947 e@o0000Ge 


July » 1948 ecoo00gn e060 


August, 1948 90000000 


Wogustyrlosh wise coe 
August, 1947 


90000000 


Bw i wk as 


August, 1948 2.000000 278.1 


See emnaiitel 
A AN 


General Country Departe= 


ee ee ee ee prod 


Restaue Family 


SO A TO 


Variety Food 


Index General ment rant. Clothing 
Maritime Provinces 
151.5 126.1 13%ee 207.4 150.8 21.501 118.8 
2a7 2 238.9 223.9 Paths teal) 243.3 259.8 240.9 
271.6 254.61 227.5 310.4 28309 280.2 288.0 
254.0 244.5 26407 269.6 248.0 27501 —«2.2 94 
Quebec ‘ 
lseo7 144.2 120.1 170.9 Sls] 196. eee 
216.5 23704 21Gan 285.2 207.4 226.3 22204 
235.2 260.6 201.3 342.4 224.9 241.8 281.9 
28207 «255.5 23209 299.7 22401 263.6 236.0 
= Ontario _ é, 
124.0 13104 i2ter 16055 145.8 © 1560o> Pena ogee 
210.3 219.0 182.6 ere 229.3 228.9 203.0 
241.5 265.6 18351 295.2 274.48 217.4 228.0 
22607 236.0 21406 234 03 250.4 235.8 208.9 
Prairie Provinces 
15209. 228.0. LOTem.  -1tice 17i.C\ 13900" wetoaegee = 
23707 PO0e) 20707 223.0 289.2 239.0 228.3 
253.0 226.1 214.6 2617 305.4 269.9 250.0 
25106 23407 _ 2244 238.6 304 2 248.8 Ocha 
British Columbia 
140.8 120.8 18.0 141.2 156.6 (2004, edd ee ee 
255.7 246.6 247.0 196.1 254.5 226.6 26509 
269.6 262.8 265.9 COT ce 27 18 248.7 eTsenT 
26205 29202 20407 269.8 229.6 272.8 


a: Le 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions = (Average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Men's(a) Women's aS ee (as Pens 
; Shoes Prugs Furniture Hardware Jewelle Radio and 
Clothing Clothing : = Electrical 
Me eee Ho ye Maritime Provinces ce eee 
156.9 USO UsOac liege 145. i 155.0 22) One ODO 
243.5 270.20 2a el: 241.4 SUOso 292.8 5LOeS 29161 
29502 279: 238.6 Zoos tl 29202 SST 305.9 344.3 
___ 216.6 268.6 _ 21707 228.7 __ 500.1 289.1 _ 331.1 PASM ew f 
Quebec Bi 
116.9 120.0 Cra 2655 117.8 168.9 WG 13266 
LANL Se 172.4 Tagatl ail 214.0 183.9 29205 217.9 256.8 
ZOeO PAL Gy | 189.4 PALO 189.9 $45.4 185.7 240.4 
193.5 17565 NOS 52 22909 ___—«:176.0 __ 386 05 242.6 vent 
___ Ontario 4 
OSS ery dep: S20 143.4 145.9 145.9 Noes 
191.6 17602 195.8 20262 196.9 25709 213.4 220.38 
229.8 256.9 Zou 22004 AOL) ae 285.6 219.4 ZOdieL 
59sec 20266 189.5 203 08 belie) 246 05 Ze2Ceo 229.8 
Prairie Provinces _ ny aoa, 

92.8 NOS 119.8 LSieS 132.4 151.4 149.5 NG Giewn 
206.35 194.7 219.9 Beco 20901 290.5 26304 302.6 
Boe PASAY, 266.6 Zoned 204.0 SOORS 270.8 296.8 
VS5e4 DAS 225 04 25002 22150 $2409 27508 306.0 

Or err CUM ea aS Oram cee Oe: checkin cee DO «A ieee ees mee see 
British Columba e ro Seber ox poy i peor 
Sac 5 . ea eC Ge aaeloosG® 128.5 164.4 13604 127.0 15106 
23965 220.6 Z1Geo 259.4 $41.0 Bye, 29104 BBion: 
221.4 258.7 PATE Meats) 269.7 259.5 408.3 240.2 $41.0 
Z25e0c Ca onl, AOS 25901 349.1 41509 28802 329.4 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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RETAIL SALES 
SEPTEMBER 1948 


Retail Trade Moves Steadily Upward 


Dollar sales of Canadian retail merchants in 14 kinds of busineas averaged 7% 
higher in September this year compared with September, 1947. Sales were up 8% from 
August as the customary seasonal upswing began. The volume of retail business was 11% 
higher in the first nine months of this year compared with the same period of 1947. Un- 
adjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood st 258.8 for September, 1948, 241.0 
for September, 1947 and 239.5 for August, 1948. 


SEPTEMBER SALES (IN DOLLARS) UP 7% 
OVER LAST YEAR 


INDEX INDEX 
GENERAL INDEX iy 
300 IPF RETAIL TRADES J =) 360 
1935-39=/00 G 


i 4 ° ee° . 200 
Wen Aateate Pes, 
eoee0e?® | | 
150 od =) Hae. O 
100 1oo 


J. F. M. Ac. Me J. J. A. S. 0. N. D. 


MON LT EE 


ladexes are nok adjusted for seasonal variation Series MR-| 


i ee 
; ea 


- 2 


Women's apparel shops and food stores remained in the forefront 
among individual trades when they recorded September increases of 15% and 
12% respectively. These gains were not quite as large as those shown by the 
nine-month cumulative comparisons for the two trades. 


Store Sales Decline 


Men's Clothing and Shoe 


For the second consecutive month, sales of men's wear and shoe 
stores fell short of 1947 volume. Declines in September amounted to 7% for 
both trades. One factor affecting the shoe store comparison was the un- 
usually heavy demand for shoes in the early fall of 1947 when footwear 
prices mounted sharply. 


Department stores had a much smaller sales increase in September 
(5%) than the average gain in the first nine months of the year (1S%)% 


The restaurant trade was the only one to show appreciable im- 
provement in its relative position during September. Restaurant receipts 
increased 9% compared with September, 1947. This was the largest gain in 
many months and probably reflects increased meal prices to some extent. 
Restaurant sales were up 5% for the nine-month period from January to Sep- 
tember. 


September increases for most other trades showed some moderation 
compared with those for earlier months of the yeare 

Candy store chains recorded a 2% increase in sales for September, 
but totals for the first nine months of the year reveal a decrease of 2% 
from a year &@goe 


Regional Trends 


In the Maritime Provinces, sales were up only 4% from September 
last year. Food store sales increased only 5% and country general store 
sales fell off, but most other trades showed results which compared favour- 
ably with the trend in other parts of the country. ; 


The Prairie Provinces led other regions with a September increase 
of 10%. The decline in shoe store sales was much steeper than in the rest 


of the country, but all other trades showed higher sales than in September 4 
year ago. | 


Ontario reported an average gain in retail trade of 9% in Septem- 
ber followed by British Columbia and Quebec with increases of 6% and 5% 


Price 10 cents. 
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September, 1947 and September, 1948 


These figures are estimates of 


Inventories are at selling value. 


Department ARO Soho 
1947 1948 
Seer ed ee | (§000).. | (0am 


TOTAL, ALI, DEPARTHENTS pe cee 70,690. 


{ 
Women's dresses, coats 


Gyicl eSUD CS awiele wrevece ee sles 
Girls and infants' wear. 


Hosiery and gloves ceseeo 


- Lingerie and corsets ..-. 


My TLIMerY sietareis «0 s'a 606 015-6 
Women's and children's 
apparel = (Total, 1-5) . 
Men's and boys! clothing 
and furnishings secvccecso 
Drugs, toilet articles 
and preparations cecsses 


PLOCS POCKE aces ces esuss 
SMALLWATES cscscesecssecase 
Food and kindred products. 


Furniture (including 
mattresses and springs) . 


Home; FUPNISHINgES secccess 
Household appliances and 
electrical supplies ..... 
Ilardware and kitchen 
Py Jae le: ald ae a ae 
Radios, musical instru- 
ments and supplies .eccee 


Shoes and other footwear . 
Stationery, books and 
WAPALANOS 550 iv0,0 0 cis e005 as 
All other departments, 
TOUR d-a'6 es ahers Se ein Bie Sie ss Ka 


years. 


——————— ne 


SALES 


ee ee 


1948/47 


7,103 | 8,895 | #25.2 

3;925°| 3 gest eeees 
! 

2,410 24362 | =1290 

2,576 | 2,819 | + 904 


915 | 1,042>| 413.9 


16,927 | 18,949 | 411.9 
B[796 | 62365 [ee aco 
1,245 1,331 | + 6.9 


5,180 
@ Lb0 
4,249 


4,222 


4,841 
2 5648 
2 5478 
1,095 
5,688 
1,114 : 


6 ,648 


% ChangelAug. 31, 


an | ins 


te a ee 


1947 


ae 


($000) 


14,974 
8,188 
5,396 
6,583 


__ 1,085 


—_— ae 


eed 


($000) 


184,426 


18,348 
7,758 


5,817 


1,094 


7168 | 


total department store sales and inventories. 


sete 


re Change 


Reese uA 


36 ,226 +12.6 
23 843 = OES 
4,584 - 3.1 
15,168 + 78 
7,753 acer) 
4,564 +1562 
10,677 - 4.9 
18,990 +1308 
5,180 +14.5 
7 862 + 7.0 
4,126 -16.8 
13,780 + 602 
3,652 + 563 
18 ,747 18,094 | = 3.5 


Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of September in the two 


‘September, 1948 .... 275-6 295.5 247,2 254.4 22702 22607 226.7 200.2 


— > Se 


CANADA - Indexes of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935 - 1939=100) 
ee Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


————= 


“Generai Country : iy 
Year and Month ee? ee General PE ee Variety 
A B ANG Pe S23 


September, 1941 .... 35 4 eT A 124, Oleh looyo -Loo.o . loeua aloe weer! 
September, 1943 .... LOT. 20 1575.9 14945 239.1 T5934. 156.8 L7O.2 1 eoLe 
September, 1945 .... 167 ae 718650 17534) 16452 20146" 205.3 194.2. 200.9 
September, 1947 .... 241.0 240.4 210 gro 208.1 28726 28255 24565 262.2 


August, 1948 wescooe 239.5 26561 244.2 235.5 25209 285.8 25540 275.9 


September, 1948 ..c. __ £9828 25901 262.3 215.8 503.2 298.8 274.5 295.5 


Family Men's(a) 
Year and Month Pood)’ Res geananys Clothing Clothing 
em B A B A B A B 


September, 1941 .... 135.7, 13901 133,51 128.6 131.4 143.3 128.4 1380.4 
September, 1943 .... 154.6 160.3 186.5 179.0 160.1 176.0 154.3 165.1 
September, 1945 .... 174-5 173.7 204.4 199.5 200.5 212.8 LOOSE: 21S el 
September, 1947 ...;, 2e0en  ceoso 216.1 208.8 246.4 268.1 257.8 251.4 


August, 1948 ..ccece 291.4 276.6 2452.4 228.5 2oael, of8"0 186.5 256.1 
September, 1948 .... 246.9 256-0 25625 226.8 26208 288.9 Bae Botow 


rn 


Shoes Drugs Furniture 


Women's 
Year and Month Clothing 
A B A B A B A B 
September, 1941 oe... 164,67 144,0 nal See ‘ 
September, 1943 .... 175.5 188.2 L6FeT L596 158.1 157.8 11764 103.6 
September, 1945 .... 211.9 223.6 205.35 184.9 184.6 183.0 148.6 129.2 
September, 1947 .... 240.5 255.9 266,1 252.5 2143.8 213.4 2ovevushoued 


August, 1948 ...-coe 207.2 27164 190.5 22760 220.0 224.8 2E0 ed = ige0 ek 


| Radio and 
Year and Month Hardware Jewelle eds Flectrical 

A B A B A B 
September, 1941 .,... 157.4 133.8 147.6 163.6 156 09 140.4 
September, 1943 ..c-. 155.3 134.7 174.7 193.6 114.7 102.6 
September, 1945 .eoce elec 184.7 215 ol 248 04 125.9 117.4 
September, 1947 woe 296.8 255 035 251.8 257 oO 504.6 21208 
August, 1948 .....0-6 302.0 287.5 246 o1 267 04 260.4 29669 
September, 1948 ..c.6 516.4 27404 259.1 265.1 521.4 287.6 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 


~ ees 


nadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1955 - 1959 = 100) 


u s : s 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
General Country Depart- variety Food Restau- Family 


Index General ment rant Clothing 
Soc ee eee 


Year and Month 


Maritime Provinces 


ee a 
September, 1941 cesses 150.6 11756 149.7 202.1 147.4 191.4 1, 182.5 
September, 1947 20300 254.0 B20 299.7 PAfAs ae 241.0 Pacisy Tf 2646.1 
August, 1948 seesceoe 25461 245 08 264.7 274.8 246.1 270.8 25261 
September, 1948 ...<> 264.4 216.1 32263 293.6 254.1 - 240.692 Deemed 
Quebec 
September, 194] ..-:. 132-3 125.9 140.5 162.7 126.1 13265 135.0 
September, 1947 .es0. 233504 209.8 $3220 302-6 195.1 225.6 Se eoLe a 
August, 1948 wsescoes 251-8 25667 g0ee2 299.6 225—97 260.3 22725 
September, 1948 ..se. 245.8 208.8 326.6 336.0 21729 256.5 281.7 
_ Ontario 
September, 1941 «2.450 154.5 120.9 138.2 141.3 132.0 13307 126.1 
September, 1947 wecoe 232.0 202.0 258 6. 225.22 e2eul 21260) B.ielioes 
August, 1948 wecccccee Zolee 23561 215.2 25989 251.4 233.6 208.6 
September, 1948 eooce ASH WET i 20460 276.4 259.8 AACS, (251635 , 224.0 
Prairie Provinces 

Beptemner, ltl wcans “oG.7  =L29.6 13l.7° «148.9 146.0 129.2 halo 
September, 1947 ..... 258.1 Zedeo 295.5 eels 2499 208.0 273.6 
August, 1948 .ccecese 202 0 206.1 22404 258.8 504.9 248.8 218.8 
September, 1948 .eo.ce 285.8  — 254.5 $15.8 24562 28502 254.4 612.8 
fe ee ee ee -- BRL Esk Colmes 

September, 1941 ..... 18505 [i6.5 ° [47e5"-.182.3> "154.1 2510S some onome 
September, 1947 eccos 264.3 250.8 30661 191.6 229.6 216.8 273.6 
AUREL OEG 6 wees Bil ee 264.1 2o2e2 204.2 27055" “iczezeo 269.4 


September, 1948 ...06 atoarl 25502 82208 192.5 251.62 216.8 257.9 


=»; Fares 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions = (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


SE RE i AR a RN RE 


Men's(a}) Women's 


(b) di 
; : Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Radio and 
Clothing Clothing B Ls caer re eel 
Maritime Provinces 
EWEN) 154.4 148.5 143.9 V6Os7 159.35 200.4 - Vikeo 
Zoe 27409 MS ois: 22204 297.1 BOZRS, 285.0 $16.2 
214.1 21447 onl 200.6 Bolas $19.4 BiiGret 288.4 
250.0 SEES) ASG 22402 289.61 32469 Zlo6s $63.4 
: Quebec 
Seeder.) . a Seo. 10.0 12702 129.7 169.6 132.9 tb D Gane saa 
209.2 229.0 213509 DUBAI 2OeC 328.4 218.9 HOS: 
193.9 175 64: 152.4 25005 ADs 55660 259.5 24269 
188.0 24802 199,38 250.9 199.3 $49.5 Ae Se 289.2 
Ontario 
EAS WS Siete 56s) 129.4 739.7 Aten: LEO See 
238.2 245 61 274.4 201.3 Baek 264.6 ADS T 269.8 
165.6 200.2 190.5 202.8 Cl hee 24569 220k 25560 
216.8 284.2 260.9 210.9 228.8 272.6 25eS 282.6 
Prairie Provinces 
PAGS 132.5 ooo mo iao Page Sie 14302 WH SRE, 
278.6 225 04 Biieeeglk 220.6 AUS) is: 50d\6.6 2 al. 356.0 
MOTT ESTES Cosel 250.8 PATO) S2a6 0) 21Owo 308.8 
294.1 280.8 BOaae 244.46 221.8 Di oleel 260.0 392.6 
British Columbia 
128.5 155.7 145.8 ToT cee wien Looe: sk Wy A 9 Wap NF Hy 152.6 
264.5 265.0 BMG) I 266.7 295.7 Geode 262.0 ooOee 
249.3 258.9 252.04 AGB ol Soto 408.9 293.7 338.9 
229.0 28561 Som lL 279.7 280.6 410.6 204.5 443.8 


mesr229.0 88.885. 72.1 252662 op 27987 sy BON eee 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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RETAIL SALES 
OCTOBER 1948 


eee ae 


Dollars Flow Freely Into Retail Stores 


Canada's retail trade took a sharp upturn in October when consumers 
spent 14.5% more for merchandise than in October, 1947. Sales were up 12% com- 
pared with September. The increase in sales for the first 10 months of this 
year over last amounted to 11%. These results are based on reports from chain 
and independent stores in 14 kinde of retail business. Unadjusted indexes of 
sales (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 290.6 in October, 1948, 253.9 in 
October, 1947 and 258.8 in September, 1948. 


Department, Veriety, Women's Wear Stores Still On Top 


Department stores, variety stores and women's apparel shops led all 
other trades from the standpoint of percentage gain over October last year. 
October increases were more than 20% for each of these. The increases for 
these trades have also been prominent throughout the earlier part of the cur- 
rent year, and their cumulative gains for the first ten months ranged from 14% 
to 18% and ranked highest among trade increases. 
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Food stores reported an average sales increase of 14%, a gain 
similar to that in the ten-months! comparison for the trade. Men's wear 
and family clothing stores showed increased activity when October gains 
of 13% in each case exceeded their average increases of 9% in the first 
ten months of the year. The demand for furniture and hardware’ merchan= 
dise gained momentum, these trades having increases of 9% and 14% re- 
spectively in October as compared with smaller gains of 3% and 9% in 
cumulative results. 


Candy stores maintained an even course, an October increase of 
1% comparing with a 1% decrease for the ten-month period of this year 
over a year ago. 


Prairie Provinces Showed Highest Increase 


a 


Regional increases for October ranged from a high of 19% in the 
Prairie Provinces down to 8% for the Maritime Provinces. Between these 
were gains of 17% for Ontario, 14% for British Columbia and 10% for Quebec. 
In the January~to-October comparisons, increases varied within narrower 
limits, reaching a high of 14% in Ontario and a low of 7% in the Maritime 
Provinces. 


Notez= The November and December reports on Retail Sales will not be 
issued in their present form. The statistical series on re- 
tail sales is undergoing extensive revision and, during the 
changeover period, only a condensed summary will be issued. 
It is intended to introduce the revised series beginning with 
January, 1949. ) 
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i 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
mide 


October, 1947 and October, 1948 


These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories. 
Inventories are at selling value. 


(*) 


SALES INVEN TORY 
Department October .|October ,| % Change Sept, 50/% Change, 

1947 | 1948 |1948/47 1948 |1948/47 

TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS -.-»| 66,866 | 82,346 +2502 180,946 | +153 

1. Women's dresses, coats . 

Biita Wal tees ese 7,543 | 11,423 | +51.4 | 13,487 | 18,223 | +35.1 

2.0 Girls' and infants! wear . 3,554 4,069 22030 6 ,495 65758 + 4.0 
3. Hosiery and gloves 2,41 Zp90l | Fede 4,867 solo | Seles 
4. Lingerie and corsets . Z, 3,160 | +#35.6 | 5,582 | 7,426 1 #35.0 
Fe ES ae ee ee 992 | +25.3 | 835 829 | = 0.7 


6. Women's and children's 
apparel = (Total, 1-5) .. 

7. Men's and boys’ clothing 
and furnishings ..... 

8. Drugs, toilet articles 


16,411 22 5625 *STSO° | SL266 195 leo 425.02 


8,248 11,078 454.3 | 20,643 24 279 *17.6 


\ 
! 
| 
! 
f 
' 
t 
| 
9. Piece goods SS ne tre 4,823 
| 
f 
| 
| 
i 
' 
{ 
' 


and preparations ... 1,546 1,461.) + B55 4,413 4,371 - 1.0 
5,989 | +242 13,133 | 15,371 | #1720 

ie Oe LWares 2Fs us teed. 2,506 2,613 | filer” | Yeage ers ocs: + Bal 
ll. Food and kindred products. 9,213 5,887 sagt | 4587 -|-~ 5, S44 Seas 
12. Furniture (including ; 

mattresses and springs) .! 4,144 4,745 | +14.5 9,465 9,618} + 126 
13. Home furnishings .....-.00! 5,111 | 5,800 | +13.5 17,695 | 20,796 | +17.5 
14. Household appliances and 

electrical supplies ..... 2,703 3,187 $17.9 | 4,552 5,394 424.5 
15. Hardware and kitchen | 

utensils Cf So SFO OHOOXG8 HH 28 2,478 AAS IGE TAOS 4 Lago 7,960 +34 oS 
16. Radios, musical instru-~ 

ments and supplies ......! 1,225 | 1,439 | +17.5 3,578 | 8,083 | =13.8 
17. Shoes and other footwear .! 4,896 a,B7) bo #LSE8 11,922 | 14,721 | +23.5 
18. Stationery, books and 

MEZA LANOS. cs Ghnle bc card 933 2. ee fel oe a SoTL 3,745 411.1 


19. All other departments, H 
total © SPL COCCeeE DL A086 e9eeocdo0 ! 


7,890 | 41227 18 ,313 19,190 | + 4.8 
(*) Comparisons are based on i ventories at the be 


ginning of October in the two 
years. 


=o 


CANADA ~- Indexes of Retail Sales 
A. Unadjusted. 


~ (Average for 1935 = 1939=100) 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


DS Ar eave Pe ne ‘ ° 
Be Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 


eres cog ee 
Year and Month Index General Department Variety 
i aera ee : i Ve Sere se 
October, 1941 .....0. 149.7 156.9 132.0 117.9 16000 136.8 17520 166.2 
October, 1943 sessoes 173.8" “168.6 163.5 146.1 177.8  WS7e3 Tose tee 
October, 1945 ssssccc 203.8 189.8 TSI5 "04 -220,9 ‘Tecas 218e2 213.0 
October, 1947 sscoeee 253.9 233.8 226.9 200.8 286.2 245.2 265.1 25607 
September, 1948 ...., 258.8 259.2 33007 21443 303.2 298.8 275.5 29606 
October, 1948 ssesess 290.6 264.7 245.5 218.1 558.2 319.3 323.5. 301.3 
dite "Family Men's (a) 
Year and Month Food Restaurants Clothing Clothing 
> (OSs Peek A agi a ER B A B 
MOctover,.194T ..ssnee ie plea a) Lag aes) Ghee 146.6. . egsnei aa 
Getober, 1943 oeasooe 166.9 15955 186.9 184.7 SIbeG 175.8 19657 169.6 
Bedaber Gil 9450 sive <u IO2n 4s, 185%4 2074 eet Ome b4,)o, Leese 252.0. 215.0 
October, 1947 .escece patce, 230.4 “eee Ira wae a5. > feag rs 25932 227.1 
September, 1948 .,... G48e8 28754.  l2oBey 219.5 265.0 291.3 B2VS. 536.6 
October, 1948 .ss.00- 273.9 261.7 227.1 224.4 33409 272.5 292.7 287.5 
se ie Shoes Drugs Furniture 
Year and Month ENTE SUR SL eos Te On ee er i co ee 
A B A a RE 
Bobet, NW g rw eta ISLS. | 1451.5, 128.0) 4 141.6 158.9. 1elue iow 
October, 1943 seseace 205.1. L7Ls7 Leb vOpmuats Ge ETL? Ci64 a 123.9 103.5 
October, 1945 ssses0- 246.3 210.2 LOT gh “AG7aO! © 3196.05 100G4- 4.60 ponent aan 
October, 1947 cooese Bio a 25 1ae Dee Oo moleyAly /225.0 -2pe.e 240.0 203.7 
September, 1948 .o... 278.7 298.8 $2605 1285.6 227.6 227.1 226.0 19936 
‘October, 1948 cscooas $39.8 284.5 244.5 225.6 239.2 228.8 262.1 218.9 
Be pcerea  er e ait aauesan: Cone Cy, Radio and 
Year and Month Hardware Jewellery ___... Electrical 
RSS ES ee eS ee RR 
October, 1941 .sccose 164.9 140.6 Van aor 152.1 127.5 
October, 1943 cooss0- 160.9 Ait 179.8 201.5 116.5 101.6 
October, 1945 soccoss 228.0 198.3 229.6 247.5 144.3 121.0 
October, 1947 .socno- 312.8 273.1 223.7 Bal st 32501 27205 
September, 1948 ..... 317 02 27561 242.5 268.8 318.8 2852 
October, 1948 ...cec- 355.3 nee 236.9 265.6 Shee 298.8 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
_(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax 


4 


introduced in June, 1942. 


- oe 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions = (Average for 1955 a 1939 = 100) 
Ficures for the current year. are subject to final revision) _ 


General Country Depart- Variety Fooq Restau- Family 


Index General ment rant Clothing 


Year and Month 


Maritime Provinces 


. : 
October, 1941 aesegees 161.9 124.8 180.7 22050 154.2 185.3 T6Sia2 
October, 1947 .ecces 266.7 224.6 Ogee) 294.7 248.7 25022 295.2 
September, 1948 «eee; 264.7 ALAS) Sécs0 HOME G AL SAA) 244.5 259.8 
October, 1948 ssseoose 288.5 22002 370.8 RSS, PATAOVALOE 2T6s5 340.3 
Quebec 
Oetabere 94) suvess P5270 144.8 NG Sienr 184,4 140.7 132.3 205.9 
Octobe tee nea], eee ne 60 254.35 234,2 311.2 oeeeO Bove a 226.4 Sets 
September, 1948 ....: 246.0 208.3 326.6 Soe 218.8 204.5 205060 
October's 1048-4 <s-s60 27 -8e2 238.6 S.GGss Ome tO OO a) 244.6 244.5" = “S6tVS 
Ontario 


Qctober, 1941 286390 120.4 Ses * i Ce 
October, 1947 e@eeoene#eeeée GS odes 26leee Bal oS 248.5 2S. 6 hoe O 
September, 1948 ..... 251.4 219.5 276.3 260.8 255.4 212.6 228.2. 49 
October, 1948 ..ceee. 283.9 a Ree: 324.6 307.4 291.4 206.8 309,55. 2 

Prairie Provinces | 
Geteoern od) vs cease 149.7 135.5 154.5 7564 148.0 137.8 LTS... a 
Demo ber p04 Tong ae e-0 26902 240.6 298.4 259.2 248.5 225.3 339.8 
September, 1948 ..... 28404 2ooge 505.8 Caet 288.1 25047 Stich 
Netober,.1948 ..+-++. 321.4 272.2 Bae .e 315.6 289.3 262.6 347.9 

: British Columbia 
Gerober, 1941. .66caa 143.3 123.3 161.0 133.3 142.6 110.7 150.6 
Oerober, 1047 <.esi cs 265.2 245.3 286.5 195.8 Phe 205.7 295.4 
September, 1948 ..... 279.6 262.0 Sa2cT 192.6 249.2 23743 262.9 


October, 1948 a+..v0- 501.3 27965 556 20 213.0 269.3 214.4 294.1 


"7 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Regions - (Average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) 


Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


b) ; 
Men's(a) Women's d ( Radio and 
Me Mine Clothing Shoes Drugs Furniture Hardware Jewellery Blectrical 
Maritime Provinces 
Pore? 174.8 143.3 153.2 93.1 169.1 187.2 154.6 
266.35 314.9 242 4 2351.1 519.9 314.4 247.1 35509 
228.6 -311.9 233.8 22462 515.3 326-5 288 62 363.4 
20.0 365.6 25924 ZO Leite. Vt soboee 547.5 261.3 410.2 
Quebec 
69.6 170.7 19.35 139.1 136.35 174.8 120.9 169.5 
23538 261.4 189.4 25564 ZL oil, 345.7 aay ee) 372.5 
189.0 250.5 L971 250.2 195.1 553.9 213.2 28962 
262.0 289.2 199.1 202005 228.1 414.3 214.0 542 04 
Ontario 
L6Se1 163.4 134.2 134.9 134.9 1614.9 141.6 157.2 
250.6 27125 CAGE 207 «6 250.9 el2e8 205.7 265.9 
215.0 287.9 260.8 210.6 226.6 AE 241.4 262.5 
264.1 551.67 250.6 219.0 Pose! 294.1 220.0 28561 
Prairie Provinces _ Ie & 
T7leL 158.6 137.6 156.0 129.2 162.8 142.5 165.0 
52366 280.5 252.5 258.5 259.20 319.2 201.2 59061 
294.3 286.8 260.1 24662 PES If 324.0 264.9 ew Aral 
395.4 39267 31062 263 28 29606 $80.1 500.38 446.7 
British Columbia 
143.0 152.5 139.9 145.4 131.1 150.3 121.1 163.4 
275.5 278.0 264 6 269.35 300.9 39766 2394 385.5 
25201 284.7 32661 284.5 280.8 404.6 204.5 427.9 
290.8 530.6 296.1 280.9 326.4 414.3 262.5 436.1 


(a) Includes men's furnishings. 
(b) Based on sales including the Federal Tax introduced in June, 1942. 
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RETAIL SALES 


November; 1948 


Sales in Canadian retail stores during November were 6% 
greater than in the same month of 1947 and were unchanged from Oct= 
ober, 1948. The average increase for the first 11 months of the year 
amounted to 11%. 


Among the apparel trades, only women's wear stores showed 
increased sales volume over November a year ago» and their 6% gain 
was much below the average rise of 17> in cumulative results for the 
first 11 months of the year. Men's wear and family clothing stores 


reported sales reductions of 6% compared with November, 1947, while an 


even larger decrease of 11% occurred in shoe store sales. 


All other trades recorded sales increases, the largest being 
12% for radio and electrical and hardware stores, and 10%. for depart= 
ment stores. 


Increases by regions were as follows: 9% in the Prairie 
és. . 9 * . « ° . sy . . . ot 
Provinces, & in British Colunbia;, 7% in the Maritime Provinces, 5% 
in Ontario and 4% in Quebec. 


4, table showing comparative results appears on the reverse 
Side of this page 


Note:- This condensed summary of retail sales trends in November re- 


places the usual monthly report on retail sales indexes. Pub= 
lication of more detailed information will be resumed in the 
Jenuary, 1949 issue, after work on the revised series has been 
completed. 
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RETAIL SALES 


December, “> 1948 


Canadian retail merchants enjoyed the highest volume of Christmas 
trade on record when sales in December, 1948 were 14% higher than sales in 
December, 1947. This December increase compares with an average gain of 
11% for the full-year 1948 over 1947. 


Sharpest gains were in department stores, food stores, and shoe 
stores, all of which had increases of 18% in December. The increase of 
18% in shoe stores was particularly notable, in that 1948 sales for that 
trade were only 7% above sales in the 12 months of 1947. 


December sales increases for the three trades in the apparel 
group--family clothing, men's clothing and women's clothing-=were similar 
to the average gain for retail trade as a whole. 


Sales increases in the various regions were as follows; 16% in 
the Prairie Provinces; 15% in Ontario; 14% in Quebec; 11% in the Maritime 
Provinces and 9% in British Columbia. 


Tables showing comparative results appear on the reverse sidé 
of this page. 


Notes This condensed summary of retail sales trends in December replaces 
the usual monthly report on retail sales indexes. Publication of 
more detailed information will be resumed in the Jamary, 1949 issue, 
after work on the revised series has been completed. 
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in February. Total sales were down 5% from the January volume 
of $493,370,000, but were 5% higher than the February, 1948 
total of $444, 730,000. 


January results showed a gain of only one-half -* 1% 
over the previous January. When figures for January and Feb- 
ruery of the two years are brought together, 19/9 sales are 
found to be up 2.6% over the same period of 1948. This advance 
{ie moderate in comparison with the average monthly gain of 11% 
in 1948 over 1947 (see chart below). 


Combined sales for the first two months amounted to 
$960,270,000 this year and $935,530,000 in 1948. 


Recent price trends cannot be disregarded if chenges 
in sales are to be properly interpreted. Throughout 1948 the 
upward movement of prices outmatched sales increases in many 
lines, especially food and apparel. A levelling off in prices 
at the year's end has continued into the early months of 1949, 
and evidently this has had a moderating effect on sales expan- 
sion. Clearance sales were prominently featured by many mer- 
chants during the early weeks of 
this year, particularly in the ap- 
parel and household durable tredes. 
These probably succeeded in moving 
out excess stocks,but did not result 


¥% CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE in en apprecisble nise in cone 
BY MoNTHS sales volume above last year's level, 
1849/8 
| The fact that 13 of the listed tr- 
i. ades had increases or decreases of 


SR MB Me dere Bey eS 4% or less reflects the unusual uni- 
formity of trend among them. 


January-February increases 
of 6% for grocery and combination stores and 9% for department 


A majority of the indivi- 
dual trades had higher sales in the 
first two months of this year than 


1948/7 lest. Most increases were small, 
both in February and in the two- 
month cumulative comparison. Simi- 


larly, in the case of those trades 
which failed to equal 1948 volume, 
decreases were of minor proportions. 


stores were largely responsible for keeping retail volume a- 
head of last year. Other trades which obtained sizable sales 
increases over last year were: meat stores (11%), variety 
stores (7%), women's clothing stores (8%) end lumber and build 
ing materiel dealers (13%) . The latter was the highest in- 
crease which any of the individual trades recorded during the 
first two months of the year. 


Motor vehicle dealers! sales were down 13% in Janusry 
and Februsry this year from a year ago,failing off more sharp- 
ly than sales of other kinde of business. Reduced deliveries 
to dealers, as assembly lines turned to the production of 1949 
models, partially explaine the reduction. 


Higher sales increases were recorded in the Prairie Provinces 
than elsewhere in the first two months of this year. A record level of 
cash farm income in 1948, including large supplementary grain payments, 
provided a fund of purchasing power which was not exhausted last year 
and helped to maintain sales on a high plane in the early part of 1949, 
Sales were up 8% in Manitoba, 11% in Saskatchewan and 15% in Alberta 
during the first two months of 1949, Quebec and Ontario barely exceeded 
1948 volume, while British Columbia sales were unchanged from last year 
and the Maritime Provinces reported retail business down 2% from a year 
ALO 


The chart on Page 3 traces monthly sales for three of the 
trades covered in this publication. Other trades will be given the 
same graphical presentation in subsequent issues. 


ae er 


This report is the first in a new monthly series featuring 
dollar estimates for an enlarged number of trades. It replaces the for-= 
mer monthly bulletin which employed index numbers as a guide to changes 
in retail business, A summary bulletin giving details for 1941, 1947. 
and 1948 was issued recently. 


Results quoted in this bulletin are estimates based on reports 
filed by a sample of retail chain and independent companies. 


Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon and Northwest Territories 
are not included in the published results. 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of yf Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


oP GA SR as ee SR SE 


Kind of Business Br. 
or Store Col. 

Ip 
Total, All Trades ...s.eee * 1.6 
Grocery & Combination ....ee. +10.8 

Maat ase ae s-s wanervi peeves +13.7 (a) 
Country General sescverseesvce| * + 0.6 + 3.9 
Department cccccecccccccveseol # 16 + 8.4 
Variety scscsccreccecveccsees - 261 
Motor Vohicle sceseccs ass vctes = 603 
Garages & Filling Stations .. -12.0 
Men's Clothing vsssese+: ohn - 9.8 
Pat Ly LORMAN eleig 9:0 waige. «ony - 365 
Women's Clothing ..ccsceccces (b) -10.9 
ee Seer ree re Ares: m (a) =36 04 
PeeWee’ n'y sireW.¢9 0%, 4 siete 6 eee - 3.6 -15.6 
Lumber & Building Material .. 413.3 =24 1 
UPUIGUPE) quad sxe ot wn ol tS iol =21 4 17.4 
Appliance & Radio s..ceeeveee + 6.3 ~ Dee 
ESO MORTON na ary hele, hw Woe elke wigs = te + Tee 
BCG) ONOON cosa! wxattw eased eek +827 
Ee foabe sath Ok VL eines GN bax + 2.0 

SAE aS a (a) 
SOREAEO <i nar sus PRA Ca Mio'd Hee - 401 
= Mae fey yews waite cos ois + 4.6 


Unchanged, b cre CECE 
(e} Sales upon which comparisons are based 
level, 


included 25% Federal tax levied at consumer 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes} 


January-February, 1949 Over January-February, 1948 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


& 

BSGEL sahil MEGCOS ccvwas sol pes0 
Grocery & Combination .......1* 6.1 
PR 8 oro 1Nos os gs See te oe | FLL 4 
Cowfitry General, .cccscsccecsoot* 1.5 
Department .ecocsseccsvcescael * God 
MGV E visig ccs Sale 6 osm epee csncs| © Sod 
mopor Venicle |. sess. ess>s0] “ibee 
Garages & Filling Stations ../* 2.8 
Men's Clothing wccocsecccsave| = 068 
Familiy Clothing isu oss svor vel +028 
Women's Clothing ..s.sssesencoal t Bae 
OO ts venience eee pares season Bal 
BETUNOTE 1's asso baie lee aes peeves h Dee 
‘Lumber & Building Material ..{+12.9 
Pomel CUTS os ss ce ne sewers ow seed @ 0.9 
Appliance & Radio: ...esresaee| ~0,8 
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(a) Unchanged. (b) Sales upon 


levied at consumer level. 
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£960 1415 sO FiO.) 141667 | Fl7 oe | F29.0 t* 248 


= 307 |# 1.9 |= 102 + 8.0 }* 261 
+16.3 | + Gol |+ 6.7 +20.9 | 8.9 
* 5,6 |* 8.0 |* 9.8 6.8 |= 462 
=26,8 | =-10.7 }-1722 |° + 3.6 |-19.0 
+ 9.9 1+ 3.3 1+ 2.2 + 1,2 |= 6.3 
- 3.1 |= 4.6 |* 1.9 - 4.7 | -12.2 
- 4.7 |= 0.9 |+ 4.9 + 9,1 | (a) 

+ 7.7 \+ 8.1 1410.0 + 1.0 |- 7,3 
= 6.2 )* 928 14623 + 5.9 | -28o1 
~ 3.6 | * 65871410 + 5,6 |-15.9 
+26.0 | + 8.8 |#27.0 + 3,2 |-23.6 
= 4b [ad ole 4.8 + 1.7 | 20.9 
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DEPARTVENT STORE SAIES AND INVENTORIES , ; 
February, 1948 and February, 1949 
These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories. 
Inventories are at selling value. 
————eEE—E—— ——— oS a —— ————————— i 
SALES INVENTORY 
Department Feb. Feb. % Change Jan. 31, |dan. 51, |” Change 
1948 1949 |1949/48 1948 1949 1949/48 
Tors he eee CEN Fee GORD) Frise) ($000) | ($000) 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..{ 45,857 50,128 *' 9,5 143,231 163 ,643 414.3 
1. Women’s dresses, coats 
and 'sudte ws iv ss sewn ees 4,816 5,299 +3852 
2. Girls' and infants' wear. 1,353 teat +55 .5 ; 
3, Hosiery and gloves ....--| 1,431 | 1,438 436.5 ; 
4, Lingerie and corsets ....} 1,764 15983 +24,1 
Si Millinery 090000000308 000 ‘ : S357 399 i $25 90 
6. Women's and children's 
apparel - (Total, 1-5) .{| 9,721 | 10,646 257 ya 
7. Men's and boys' clothing | 
Std Purwishines: «.ssice 0 f 4,042 4,551 +20.5 
8. Drugs, toilet articles 
and preparations .«...s.«}| 1,273 1,337 = 3.0 
Be FRBCOL TOONS as cc sce eae’ 3,930 4,588 +26 02 
is} 
10, Smallwares eeosevegvee0anvn ae od 1eio Gr 1,798 he Leb 
11. Food and kindred products| 4,800 | 4,355 -38.5 
12. Furniture (including 
mattresses and springs).| 3,359 5,905 ~ 4.1 
15. Home furnishings ........| 4,015 | 4,584 +10.0 
14. Household appliances and : | 
electrical supplies .... 2,010 2,566 418.1 
15. Hardware and kitchen | 
utensils 92078208 8 FCCeG2O60 2,101 2 ATES * 3.5 
16. Radios, musical instru- 
ments and supplies ....0. 840 1,040 - 6.6 
17. Shoes and other footwear,| 2,461 2,653 #22.0 
18. Stationery, books and 
magazines @eeeoend0a00600 872 966 + to 
19, All other departments, 
total oS OFF OCOCE2S2O00008 4,766 5,266 #20 02 


ee 


* Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of February in the two years. 
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RETAIL TRAD i MARCH 1949 


Retail trade totalled $577,730,000 in Canada for 
March, 1949. This figure constituted a 23% gain over the re- 
vised February total of $469,520,000 and was 6% higher than 
the $546,880,000 sales yolume in March last year. However, 
due to the fact that Easter fell in Marcn in 1948 and in 
April in 1949, the true significance of March trading will 
not be revealed until April sales have been estimated. It is 
expected that after April results are known, the March-April 
volume will show a substantial gain. March sales were prob-— 
ably affected almost immediately by the generally increased 
disposable income which was in prospect when greater tax ex- 
emptions and lower tax rates were made public in the budget. 


Cumulative dollar seles 
period amounted to $1,540,620,000 
$1,482,410,000 in 1948, 
first two months of 1949 
been 3%. 


for the January-to-March 
this year, compared with 
or a gain of 4g, The gain for the 
over the same period in 1948 had 


During March, 
whose combined total represents 
sales volume, showed considerable increases. Food stores 
were up 10%, and department stores were 7% higher than in 
March, 1948. On the other hand, country general stores in- 

creased only slightly (2%), and most 
of this increase occurred in the 
western provinces. 


food stores and department stores, 
about one-third of March 


7%, CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 


BY PROVINCES 
-107% e) 


BR. COLUMBIA 


struction 


hardware trade, 
also, 


trade categories reviewed. 

largely accounts 
creases for lumber and building material 
somewhat allied with construction activity 
but dependent on other types 
showed a lesser gain of only 2% over March, 19468, 


The apparel group, which 
reacts readily to Easter 
reflected the absence of 


usua lly 
sales, 


CANADA 1948/7 Easter shopping this March and oe 
MOS: ranged from a decrease of in 

pen bar ON: Lala eben to a gain of less than 1% for 
QUEBEC women's clothing. For the same rea- 
ONTARIO son presumably, variety stores had a 
MANITOBA decrease of é¢ in sales. Milder 
weather this March can be singled 

SASKATCHEWAN out as the most pertinent factor 
ALBERTA contributing to a drop of 4% in the 


coal and wood trade. 


Lumber and building me- 
terials showed the largest single 
gain 144), among the twenty-one 
The prevailing high level of con- 

for the continuing volume in- 
retailers. The 


of merchandise as well, 


A noteworthy recovery occurred in the automotive trades in 
March. Accompanied by a sharp increase in shipments from factories dur- 
ing the month, motor vehicle dealers’ sales rose 11% over March, 1948, 
reversing the trend followed in the first two months of the year when 
sales were down 13% from a year ago. Filling station sales were 7% 
higher in March. 


Jewellery store sales were 13% higher than in March last year. 


The Prairie Provinces were still showing the largest gains by 
region. Alberta led with sales up 22%, followed by Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba with sales increases of 18% and 14% respectively. British Co~ 
lumbia had an 8% sales increase, while Quebec and the Maritime Provinces 
were down slightly from last March. Ontario recorded a moderate gain of 
5%. Cumulative sales increases by region for the first three months of 
1949 over the same period in 1948 are plotted in the insert chart on the 
front page of this report and reflect the buoyancy of trade in the western 
areas in comparison with the rest of the country. 


The chart on Page 3 illustrates the trend from 1947 onwards for 
grocery and combination stores, meat stores and restaurants. 


esce ee ee erm eae 


Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon and Northwest Territories 
are not included in the published results. 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


Merch, 1949 Over March, 449 Over March, 1948 


Kind of Business Mar. Sack er Br. 
or Store CANADA! py ov, | Ques cA Man. | Sas Got. 


et rth RN er : oF g @ 


Total, All Trades ........| + 5.6 |= 1.9 f= 0.1 
Grocery & Combination .....ee + 9.9 {+ 2.4 I+ 6.9 | 411.0 |+14.4 1416.5 T2555) (*L 1.0 
Meat seccsccescsossecosseccce| t10.1 J+ 5.1 [+ 9.7] + 9.0 }410.3 | +22.6 | +30.8 |4+ 3.3 
mauacry CEneLel sccvessaaenest Poles ba let fee? Tole be bak he hel hte Garbee 7 ae 
Popr TMOG. cciGvaey eseayceach Ten |© Gehan Oceans, o }+15.0 | 414.1 | 419.9 [410.7 
WerUe Tr hei, aly osha as soccccscee? = G62 [= 5.5 [=13.9 |= 2.6 |-12.5 |= 3.1 | +10.9 f- 8.5 
MOCCr VEHicls wo. cose vssceuus| FLO, [-04,) Ueloce 1a Sat toewk Tres .9 +2726 ae tears 
Garages & Filling Stations ..1+ 6.7 }+ 5.8 |e 4,0 
Bee CLOPNIAE 4. cocks edt smel 4d |= es -10.4 
Pm ey LOMO ie. sa cs oa caect = \Yehe te Tre Oe We Greet 
Women “a Clothing’ ..s.sscebeasl # 0.6 le 307 |= 6.3 
Shoe SPS GEMS pa Rese S wehisiescesl— 160 p= 975 [= O.7 


Hardware oa Te en Oe emg Orme aya = 5a 9 f= Sod 
(3 


ae ' 
AWG ec sso Reni vawiekecalie 425 Pleas q pane 
Appliance & Radio eigen deo [to IS | 


Restaurant Coececsecgcoceccce| Ft 3,0 (a) ce alae 


Coal & Wood ,, 


Sore oceereseecaneve 6 


Drur’ .. 


Jewellery (c) 


eoceeeaeae0n gp ece 


mn 
Tobacco ....., 


a Others cn, eee eee ae 


Unchan ged. 

(5 Not available. 

ec) Sales upon which comparisons are based includ 
consumer level, 


ed 25% Federal tax levied at 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


January-March, 1949 Over January-March , 1948 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


nr ee 


och, ALA Prades. to5% 65.0 
Grocery & Combination .occcoo 
Bea Ue ire is al nlc ahve mseu da occ oe gos 
Pammiry GOneral’ 4. sos aso % > 
BOpaUuront. ss cues cee cee 6 014 6 0 
eG as fo tata fo ant toners. ase Gisee aise 6 
MecOE ENS GLE We", satse drat o weds o 
Garages & Filling Stations .. 


Hen.’ S.WLOCHING) sao wie ste owe pew e-66 


Bani ly CLOtnianr ress-oeeceesaes|-= + 2.4] 13.5} +4 5.5 


= 


Women's Clothing stecsiogooyol # 


+ See | *25.4 | +2522 


= 


Shoe ee ml bea 
Hardware tema foe atts 
Lumber & Building Material .. 
ita re. bolum iat ete eee 6 oc 
Appliance & Radio ..occee+s+-| + 
BeOS CAUPAT Gils ase wis /0-598-4 6 6 eorenes | 
BGA SuNOOd isis ésea ob oe ceewoeL = 
EGU Ts ales die the Gieibiaih 3G as ee Goatees 
_dewellery (a) | Wee se-sean se eaaeet & 
| BSDECCO os violent doa ach oe eee Saale 


Au Others ©€29009°000000000000 a4 ty 4.9 | + 2ol u BK: 0.6 | + 006 | * 8.2 429 08 
if : senen Sa 


(a) Unchanged. 


: Not available. 


(ec) Sales upon which comparisons are based included 25% Federal tax levied at 
consumer level. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES 


March, 1948 and March, 1949 


These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories. 
Inventories are at selling value, 


INVENTORIES* 
[March | Mareh [% Change,|Feb. 29 Feb. 28 | % Change, — 
Soe es 1949/48 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS .| 4165 ,042 | 186,824 | +1508 


1. Women's dresses, coats 


BUC SULTS Wee sss Ss caisiccse | | 18,001 9,540 +14,9 19,601 #37 02 


2. Girls’ and infants' wear} 2,721 3,242 | +191 8,319 | +50.9 


3, Hosiery and gloves .oo.o} 2,194 1,988 | 64| 5,724 | 434.2 


eo 


4, Lingerie and corsets ... 2,491 2,844 | 6.,960 +3504 


eer MLL BANG TY Sig ows os ccw es 939 
6. Women's and children's 

apparel = (Total, 1-5).} 16,646 
7. Men's and boys’ clothing 


fh eo ce nce 


859 | - 8 got ee ee 


18,473 | 6433} 41,939 +37 8 


: 
On TUrMLShines 4s ses (eeor 7,103 213728 #19,.0 
8. Drugs, toilet articles j 
and preparations coon a 1,547 1,47 4,244 | € 2a 
Oe Ti@GS BOGS ois d460s00% 55242 5} 605 17 S810 | +258 
i] 
BO, Sma llwaréd:.scervdoeesas|) 15975 2,016 7,054 | +492 
11. Food and kindred produc era as 4,855 re, ORAL 6,697 4,001 | 40.3 
12. Furniture (including 
mattresses and springs) 5,642 4,274 4 +174 | 11,809 11,972 + 1.4 
Bio. Home furnishings ».sscce 5,023 5,400 } + 7.8 | 20,052 | 21,288 +662 
14, Household appliances and 
electrical supplies ... 25058 2,849; +11.4 5,880 TytOL +31 0 
15. Hardware and kitchen 
TCO SU ews, 9:95.60 bo ae 3,018 3,018 + 9,8 : 8,820 10,144 #15,0 
16. Radios, musical instrue 


ments and supplies 4.0. 918 3 942 - 1.2 


17. Shoes and other footwear 15,695 +21.9 


18. Stationery, books and 


19. All other departments, 
total 2°700C07O CF OFF eC O89 ° 6,206 7,193 FL, 9 \ 18,897 412.7 : 


-xComparisons are based on inventories et the beginning of March in the two yearso 


10 
DEPARTMENT »TORE SALES, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


January-to-March, 1948 and January-to-March, 1949 


These figures are estimates of total department store sales. 


SALES | 
Department Jan ° =to -Mar °9 Jan. =to-Mar ° 9 f jo Chan ge ry 
| 1948 Ji) edeeo 1949/1948 
cif ~ | ($000 $000} | 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..{ 155,254 + 8.4 
1. Women’s dresses, coats 
and SULTS .cocecccerscece 18,164 +1303 
2. Girls’ and infants’ ere 5,191 #15.9 
S$. Hosiery and gloves seeees| 4,946 = Bel 
4, Lingerie and corsets ....| By Tad +16.2 
ae Willinery a Oe _1,590 - _ ite 0.3 
6, Women's and children's ! 
apparel - (Total, 1-5) .| 35,652 411.3 
7. Men's and boys!’ clothing | | 
and furnishings .cocoscce| 267552 16,224 + 4,5 
8. Drugs, toilet articles 
and preparations .ccoooeo| 3,985 4,202 + 564 
Be Pisce oode. ily; .. 008. <. | 13,125 | 15,182 #1507 
10, Smallwares cococcccccccsce| 5,532 | 5,594 + 4,9 
11, Food and kindred products | 15,190 | 13 ,602 -10.5 
12. Furniture (including | 
mattresses and springs). | 10,209 11,975 417.3 
15. Home furnishings .occceooe| 12,406 135743 : +10.8:, 
14, Household appliances and ' 
electrical supplies ....| 6 ,420 7,588 #1501 
15, Hardware and kitchen | 
meena telaen tan pecs. | 7,075 | 7 543 + 6.6 
16. Radios, musical instrue- | 
ments and supplies ....0| 2,657 3,081 , #16,0 
17. Shoes and other footwear. | 9,425 9,820 + 4.2 
18. Stationery, books and | 
magazines ete wleloisiaotoehs eo |) 2,614 2,155 + 56d 


19, All other departments, 
total g9ecc O00 00 


oo0e 090000 I 
ee 


15,612 +27 {546 | | | #1204 


Sooo se 
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TOTAL RETAIL TRADE-CANADA 


MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 
Sa 


Canada's retail trade was sharply higher in April 
when sales reached $669 millions and exceeded April, 1948 vol- 
ume of $573 millions by 17%. The occurrence of Easter and the 
prevalence of favourable weather conditions in April this year 
were partially responsible for the high level of consumer 
spending. Last year seasonal Easter buying was concentrated 
in March. Tax reductions provided in the budget released ad- 
yom purchasing power which also helped to swell retail 
sales. 


Sales in the Januery-to-April period of 1949 were 
$2,211,610,900, while volume in the same period of last year 
amounted to $2,055,590,000, a gain of 84. 


The April increase was the largest recorded in seve- 
ral months and is in contrast to the more moderate gains in 
earlier months of the year, which were as follows: January, 
+1%; February, +5%; and March, +64. 


Easter's effect was felt more sharply by some trades 
then others. It was probably important in bringing about the 
considerable increases recorded by apparel, variety and depart- 
ment stores. Rather sizable gains 
for the automotive, food and jewel- 
lery stores must be attributed main- 
ly to other factors. 


In the Prairie Provinces, 


where sales have been expanding at a 
rapid rate for some time, exception- 
ally high sales volumes were record- 
ed in April. Increases in total 
trade amounted to 50% in Saskatche~ 


/ 


1948 D7 ~J 
penn eS ee a 


JFMAMJSJSIASON D 


eee esses 


wan, 33% in Alberta and 27% in Mani- 
toba compared with April a year ago, 
evidence of the promising outlook 
occasioned bv o11 well development 
and its effect on related enter- 
prises in Western Canada. Announce- 
ment in March of a 20-cent increase 
in the price of wheat, retroactive 
to 1945,gave added buoyancy to trade 
in the Prairie Provinces. Other 
parts of the country shared in less- 
er degree the prosperous April trade, 
increases ranging from 8% in the Maritime Provinces to 15% in 
Ontsrio. 


Coal and wood dealers sustained a reduction of 25% 
in April sales this year from last year. Reductions were com~ 
mon to all provinces and reached 54% in Saskatchewan. 


Removal of the Federal Tax on jewellery may be considered the 
principal reason for the abrupt upswing in sales of jewellery stores in 
April. This year, with the tax removed, sales were 35% higher than the 
total for April, 1948 which included the Federal Tax. 


Grocery and combination store sales were 14% above April, 1948 
volume, An additional factor affecting results for the food trade was 
the fact that there were five Saturdays in April this year and four in 
April, 1948. ; 


One of the larger increases in April was that reported by 
motor vehicle dealers, and substantial retail deliveries of new vehicles 
nad a decided influence on this result. Garages and filling stations 
also enjoyed increased patronage in April this year. Increases for both 
these segments of the automotive trade were in the vicinity of 25%. 


All other trades reported higher sales in April this year than 
last. In some cases, particularly in the durable household goods trades, 
the gains were small in extent. Declines appeared in some trades in 
certain areas, most of them in British Columbia. 


The chart on Page 3 illustrates the trend from 1947 onwards 
for the four trades constituting the apparel group. 
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Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon and Northwest Territories 
are not included in the published results. 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 


By Provinces and 


finds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


April, 1949 Over April, 1948 


Kind of Business Man. | Sask. } Alta. Ee 
or Store 

ea oe, - to qe 
Total, All Trades ceccoooed 449.8 | #38.0)* 9.6 
Grocery & Combination Ree +234 | *26.2)}+*12.0 
Meat Ee Oe #15.2 | #2869 } #2955 | #28.1)}*+ 7.4 
Country General .eescescoccod + 0,3 | +21.1 | #33.4 | +23.7|* 4.6 
Department coceeccccssesecocal 10.5 | #13.1 | #19.9 } #23.2 | +26.5}411.4 
Variety Pee. are $29.51 #26.1] 427.6 | *31.9 | 25.8 +3208 | 443.2 +16 4 
Motor Vehicle seccescocecseodt #2623] # 3.0( 414.1 | 424.6 | +6104 | +69.9 | +57.11 414.8 
Garage & Filling Station ..| +24.9| = 7.3)4#12.8 1421.1 | #50.9 4127.7 | +91.3]#22.0 
Mon's Clothing ..cseseecescod 13.0] #10.5/413.0 | 413.2 | (b) | #31.7 | +32.2/+% 3.5 
Family Clothing eecccccescocd #24.8| +*20,8'417.3 } +36.5 | #35.0} +58.5 | +340 + 505 
Women's Clothing ..eccccecoed 32.0] #101} 426.6 | +52.4 | +90.5 +7706 | #42,1/+11.4 
Ghog nek ce cvcesscceceecccasd 50,0) #29, 21441.1.} £25.1 | 448.01 $9020) +41.7|- 1.4 
Hardware osescee svneccceconed 12.21 * 2.21% O19) * 7.5 | +24.7 | 44602 1-a7 ci =aleo 
Lumber & Building Material .J{ + 7.8] =-13.8|+ 6.5] = 1.4 Bee: 412.6 +60.21-13.8 
Furniture ..escesescccccecesd * 2.2) (a) |* 1.314 7.5] (a). | 32.6 | © 2.4) -17.2 
Appliance & Radio csccscooccg + 204] 444.8] (a) (a) }+15,.0] (b) |= 3.3}+ 4.2 
Restaurant csscocscccccccscoed * 2.9] * Lolf + 2.9] * 0.3 | = 5.0] +15.0 |] #28.6|- 5.0 
Coal & Wood seccessccoseeeced =2408] -3103| 24-5 | -2209 | 15.5] -53.7 | -36.4| 1505 
BLUE st weiee see scsdscececees ot MH O,OIEdIOTOIE SUT te 16.0 1 +170} +2126 | #1002 #12.0 
Jewellery (c) ..cccersccccced +3500] +26.1/ #51.0] #34.4 | #38.5| +35.7 | +28.0} +1604 
TODRGOOy co ecseccecssivencesccd © 4.6) + 850% 765 | © 2071 * Ged +1lo1 | + 6.31% 401 
All Others .-coccoccsceccccccd +2508 +21 21. 9.2 +2001 | +385 +952 +41 ,91+165.9 


b) Not available, 


a) Unchanged. (c) Sales upon 
clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer 
March, 1949. - 


which comparisons are based in- 
level prior to its removal in 


oe eae 1949 Over ig oo ee 1948 


Kind ee Busines 
or Store 


Total, All Trades 


Grocery & Combination ccocoood * 903 | |+10.2. 
ME Pu thinctcs o vurd odes coco eo g 432 06 4 |#11.1 
i 
Country General cococccccvcog * SoG : 5 |= 1,9 
Departinent coocccccecovccocod F105 | ToT 


4 
) 
BPESRY Cs ayia sdvuccesvesucood # 9.8 | 410.2 ° ToT hol 2o4 


Motor Vehicle oonoegooacoog a0 00 ”*”0 & Deg 


| 
f-u7.1 |+ 4.7 | + 2.8 
Garage & Filling Station .d 11.9 : 4a 406 | + 6.8 
B® Mon’s Clothing occcsoccvosced * 208 le 107 I. 08 \* 08 
Family Clothing oe + 5.8 |. : 1o2 hll8 | 
Women's Clothing ay ite 5 Fa | +1401 : 9.0 | #1166 1415.8 
| 
Shoe one a ee + 8.5 | + 5.3] +1308 |. 7.06 
Hardware oosccocsccccvccvs000g * 58 ; 208 4 * O04 |+ Toe 


‘Lumber & Building Material .4 #12.2 | * 6.5 | + 4.5 | +15.0 
| 

t Furniture 900000000000000050 0.4 + Zot ie 38 508 
Appliance & Radio 0000000000 + 309 #37 60 + 0.7 * 269 


Restaurant 0090000000000090000 - 1.2 + Lor * So? = 1.0 


* 4.4 14+ 5.5 4.3 


\ 

Drug eevee Acre Tae Zap 1%, G07 * 5.7 
q 

Jewellery (c) ee Ri: +10.9 | 


* 5o¢ 


Seater TOS CON 0 


All Others ane * 909 oy oe ToS * 205 


March, 1949, 


Coal & Wood cooccccccvbvccecod @ 106 | 17.6 elSo4 J oll .4: 


Tobacco aha Rieter biotin Fees Moe * bot 2 1,0 by 43 Re 5.5 (a) 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces. and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


Se ea ‘ 


1505 
| #18.6 | +2107 
E 807 | #1204 
11402 | #1705 
t. 0.9} + 69 
| $29 04 | #3165 

#1903 | +6809 
(v) | *2161 
+ 0.7 | #15.6 
#462 | +4153 
+176 | #3608 
+ 7,9 | #2406 
+24,01+ 9.0 
6.9 | #1306 
11.3 | (a) 
2 4.0} * Sol 
+ 9.7 | = 405 | 
+ 8.4.) #1501 | 
430694 +2604 

* Go7 

+1753 | #5103 | 


| + 4.0 | 


} +35,6 


(a) Unchanged » (b) Not available. (c) Sales upon which comparisons are based 
elude’ the 25% Federal’ tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal 
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. DEPARTMF’T STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES 


April, 1948 and April, 1949 


These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories. 


Inventories are at selling value. 


SALES INVENTOR IES™ 
Department [April { April | % Change] Mar. Sl, Mar. Sl, [7% Change 
i 1949/48 | 1948 | 1949 {1949/48 
600 T ~~ { (g000) | ($000) | 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS . | _*15.3 | 169,143 [193,049 | #1401 
1. Women's dresses, coats | 
at “SUNS cues dediads #31.9 | 914,850 119,740 +32,9 
2. Girls’ & infants’ wear | *40,.6 | 5,539 | 8,243 | #48.8 
3. Hosiery and gloves o.oo! #2006 4. .4,617 6,054 +51 ol 
4, Lingerie and corsets ,. | +t eed 5,415 | Tgucu +31,5 
5. Millinery ceosesceccoec | *56,2 | 1,078 peso 414,35 
6, Women's and children's | 
apparel- (Total, 1-5), | 1 #31,.0 | 31,499 | 42,392 | +34.6 
7. Men's & boys’ clothing | | 
and furnishings oooce | ¥20,4: “lela 69S ceca 41559 
8. Drugs, toilet articles ) 
and preparations oo.o | + 4.7 S562 4,191 = 0,5 
Ge PIES (600s 4. csccsecen| = 228 14,673 4 18, 366 *2502 
10, Smallwares ocao0000000'F + 504 7,090 7,306 + 550 
ll. Food & kindred products) 5,040 | = 4,2 5,718 | Siebe ol soak 
12. Furniture (including | 
mattresses & springs) | 146 4, cOMe | O15 Lleseie 4 Lees (a) 
15, Home furnishings oso | 5,67 % + 3,0 20,749 21,608 + 451 
14, Household appliances & | 
electrical supplies , | 2,819 + 8,0 5,771 7, &40 +35,9 
15, Hardware and kitchen t | 
utensdlw goo eo. ook F 3,886 | + 6,3 9,043 | 9,968 +102 
16, Radios, musical instru 
ments and supplies ., 782 Sceiian “+ 5.86 3,544 3,558 + 0.4 
17, Shoes & other footwear | 4,569 5,792 #268 13,775 {16,348 +1807 
18, Stationery, books and ‘ ; i : ; 
a eee 748 855 #15.1 35,076 3,124 + 1,6 
19, All other departments, | . 4 ' 
total sorcccosescsooe | 6,819 | 8,084 | 418.6 17,533 {19,109 | * 9,0 


* Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of April in the two years, 


(a) Change of less than 0,1 per cent, 


Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures, 


RETAIL FOOD TRADE 9 


Note: Beginning with the present issue of this bulletin, results for the 
retail food trade appear in the form of estimates of total sales 
for the two segments, chains and independents, ‘The figures quoted 
below are for grocery and combination grocery and meat stores, but 
do not include totals for meat markets, 


Chain Stores 

Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 24% higher in 
April, 1949 than in April, 1948, Total sales were estimated to be 
$38,550,500 in April this year and $30,986,100 in the same month of 1948, 


Chain Food Store Sales in April, 1948 and 1949 
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a eee 
AE SOLES 


Estimated Sales % Change, 
tenga en April, 1949 


April, 2948 April, 1949 April, 1948 
9 $ 
‘ 

BAMADOR Verse ewe ose 58 6 50,986,100 38 5 590 5 500 #24,4 
Maritime Provinces ocoooe 1,251,400 | 1, 372,800 + 957 
Quebec 9osceecaogooneaeoonganea 5, 449,800 i 7,019,100 " 34,35 
Ontario ©COHODC8F HE GOO2R000 17,104,700 21,080,100 ae te 
Praivie Provinces’ voseso% Set Ok BOO 4,796 , 500 +26.8 


British Columbia ooccooce 3,398, 900 3,982,000 | +1752 


A gain of 9% in sales of independent food stores in April was 
somewhat smaller than that for chain stores, There was also a wider 
variation in the degree of the increases for different regions, gains 
ranging from 2% in the Maritime Provinces to 26% in Alberte, 


Independent Stores 


Independent Food Store Sales in April, 1948 and 1949 
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Estimated Sales % Change, 
Region error = ' April, 1949 
April, 1949 | April, 1948 


OE a a EEE 


i 
OANADARY, Gieuye5 tates 64,072,600 __ 70,024,400 


Maritime Provinces eeccco 75737 ,000 7,899, 500 ar el 
Beeb ocr lacuna ne dh maiseeiicion 22, 565, 900 23,829,600 + 5.6 
SEO PAO) Ae ware tioin tid on ace 20,487,900 22,926,000 $11,9 
BBLEODA. 4 5 ood oe'as.chscee os 2,598,000 2,974,700 le caatl 45 
Saskatchewan socosceooncs 2,515,800 2,988 ,800 +1848 
Parte. seo~ wah eaantnes 3,208,000 4,029, 200 +256 
British Columbia .ooosees 4,960,000 5,376,600 + 8,4 
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Pi to ay ees oa . MAY 


The general upward trend in retail trading during the 
first four months of 1949 was agein evident in May. Total vol- 
ume of sales amounted to 65h millions as compared to $615 
millions in May, 1948, a gain of 6.3%. The increase in sales 
for the first four months amounted to 8% over 1948, the emaller 
gain in May being partly attributable to one less Saturday in 
the 1949 month. Amongst the trades, .motor vehicle and lumber 
and building materials businesses gave heaviest impetus to 
sales. Regionally, Alberta's continuing boom was reflected in 
consumer purchases at the retail level, while other provinces 
experienced smaller changes. 


Sales in the first five months of 1949 totalled 
$2,869,530,000 as compared with $2,670,890,000 in 194¢,a cum 
lative gain of 7.42. 


May increases in grocery and combination and meat out- 
lets, which were smaller than the five-month cumulative gains, 
were influenced by the fact that the month had only four Satur- 
days as compared to five in1948. This factor undoubtedly 
affected other kinds of business as well. 


Amongst the clothing trades, men's clothing, family 
clothing, and shoe stores continued 
the tendency to slower trading. The 
levelling of women's clothing sales 
was the most notable change, follow- 
ing sizable gains in earlier months of 
the year. Although department store 


BY MONTHS sales are heavily weighted by clothing, 


gains in all regions were substantial. 
Women's departments in May, 1949 were 
up 16%; men's clothing, 12%; and shoes, 
10% over 1948 as compared to changes 


JR ML ARIMa Js J. AL S.OneN Dy 


1949/8 


of 0.2%, -4.5% and -2% in correspond- 
ing retail outlets. Total May volume 
in department stores was 11% above 
1943, unchanged from the cumulative 
increase from January-to-May. 


Increased availability of 
new motor vehicles resulted .in the 
spurt in seles of these outlets in all 
regions. This sector of the trade ac-~ 
counted for over 12% of total salee. 
Receipts of garages and filling sta- 
tions, reduced by the few weekends in May, gained 6%, leas than 
the cumulative five-month increase of 10.5%. 


Heavy gains in May sales of lumber and building ma- 
terial outlets in Quebec, Ontario, and the Prairies more than 
offset losses ‘in the Maritimes and British Columbie to result 
in a 17% advance over 1948, continuing the trend of the firet 


16-4020 


|949 


14 


four months, when sales were up 12% over 1948. Activity in this and in 
the hardware trade has been sustained by the volume of capital expendi- 
ture projected for 1949 by industry, and by the continued expansion in 
residential building. A recent survey reported 48,000 dwelling units 
under construction on April 30th. This should help maintain a persistent 
demand for builders’ hardware and other construction materials. 


Despite the large number of dwellings being completed this year — 
(25,000 to April 30th), sales of furniture and appliance and radio out- 
lets have tended to slacken off in recent months. 


Fuel dealers’ sales continued well below 1948, while drug and 
restaurant sales gained slightly. Jewellery sales, continued to respond 
to the removal of the Federal tax. ‘The gain of 47% in Saskatchewan was 
exceptional. 


Regionally, the varied changes in May figures for the Prairies 
deserve comment. Saskatchewan total sales fell slightly below May, 1948, 
although the five-month cumulative change was plus 18%. Manitoba and 
Alberta increases were smaller then the January-May totals. Ontario and 
British Columbia gained 6.5% and 6.0% respectively, with smaller increases 
in Quebec and the Maritimes. Other than the Prairies, May gains were 
consistent with the cumuletive changes in the first five months. 


The chart on Page 3 illustrates the trend from 1947 onwards for. 
the household durables and automotive trades including furniture, appli- 
ance and radios, motor vehicles, and filling stations. 


Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon and Northwest Territories 
are not included in the published results. 


MONTHLY SALES 
FURNITURE — APPLIANCE —AUTOMOTIVE 
MILLION at RADES MILLION 


DOLLARS : DOLLARS 
29S cer =e! Mees & 


FURNITURE STORES 


APPLIANCE AND 
RADIO STORES 


MOTOR VEHICLE 
DEALERS 


GARAGES AND 
FILLING STATIONS 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
ee 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


May, 1949 Over May, 1948 


Bre 


Kind of Business note 


or Store 


Total, All Trades eaeeeoo0sd + Seb 


Grocery & Combination secsccoo| + 5o0|= 605 |* 0.8 |*+ 4 


Meat eseseoeervroe oe ceonseooe eee? 


¢ 6.814 5.0 | 417.5 | (a) - 4.6 


Country General ee ° iad es 205 |* 505 |= 402 wall oc F 
Department ea ee #10.7}#15.4 | #10.1 | 411.6 + 8.4 
Variety aad + 411+ 602 |# Oo? |* 620 + ine 
Motor Vehicle Bie eea mins | $28 02141409 | 413.4 13707 5 +38.0 
Garage. & Filling Stavion . * sf 668 1 * Gol 1, 5.2 4 | 427.9 
Men's Clothing Aion 2 4,5;= 8.6 |= 602 : ? = 265 
Family Clothing .cescesceescs| = eels 2.2 )- 8.7 {+ 0.3 | #Nee 
Women's Clothing a et ¥ O.gi2 7.0 |= 8.3 [+ 3.5 + 2.8 


{ ! 
Shoe stsereseroeerocecssseres) —" 125\= 7 6d: a 1.9 | 


Hardware eoeree0ne oe be e000999308 Bet “P 450 #1 oS i + Tot 9 * + Oleh 


Lumber & Building Material 3 t L731 = 7o4 | * 6e9 | #2061 - 6.2 


Furniture escrseoeocesseoo0e000e8 Pre Hage, 


a 
e 
> 
@ 
on 


Appliance & Radio .eccovsccce] * 5671 +3505 
Restaurant Lf Des re 


Coal & Wood @eoereoeeecrne7ase sod 


ia Aer eae eee 


ORGIES £60 we vauewae cute ot 


TE BACCO 5 agave a, cide 


ore ee oeeeeeo 


ales upon which comparisons are based in- 


clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in 


March, 1949, 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds. of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 
Jan.-May, 1949 Over Jan.-May, 1948 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


= 


Total, All Trades °0eeeae00 + 7.4; * 1,0 


*11.4)¢% Gol 


Meat e@0e©e8 0030600080099 30009009060 


Country, General ..cecsocosece] + LeDf = 2.2 


Department 000900900000000009 #10,5 #14 .,7 ie 


Variety e@eeoeoooeveooocoe4 026026 2 € 6 @ 9° * 8.5 + 9.2 


——os 


Motor Vehicle 00%6090900000000 +11,4 =10.6 


Garage & Filling Station ..} #10.5)+# 0.7 


os Bork = On 
! 
Family Clothing vovcosenoosoal + 3,814 1.9 


Grocery & Combination .. + 7.9 = 0.7 
‘ 
Men's Clothing Pe be a obs 


* Seo 


| 


+ 5.74 1.9 
a 


' 


* 9.6 


Shoe eoo0gsdsGEHaH OTC OU992909R2 9FT3IT0S KOH O2 9D 


Women's Clothing “Ae +1023 


Hardware 0006270008070 9790900000 a 509 = Tad + 308 


‘Lumber & Building Material .. *ioe6) + 2.5] * 5.3 
' 
Furniture 09020000070 00000000000 as 0.2! + Low ma 4.9 * 505 a 4.0 


Mopiiance -& Radio iecsavessas 


$ 
Restaurant pes + 201 + 0.5 
5 


t 
© 
~ 

0 
fs 
~“ 
9° 
Los) 


Coal & Wood 020520800000009800 
*¢ 3.0} + 4.6 }* 7.0 | #16.5 1: 


#10,.5) + 6.8 | + 5.4 } +1320 | 423.5 | F2944 


Drug 0000090800090559%%0200808090 + 551) + Os¢ 
Jewellery (c) ©0004800900000000 


Tobacco ©eoeeo0eov2oG 00090090089 + Sian = 200 a 4,8 + 4.4 ad 1.3 By 202 


| | ' 
All Others 00008000006 00000000 +. Boat 69 bY lol * 604 [+1228 | +30.8 isa “i Be 
Ta) Unchanged. (b) Not available. (c) Sales upon which comparisons are based in- 


clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in 


" March, 1949, 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES 
et: EN 
May, 1948 and May, 1949 


These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories. 
: Inventories are at selling value. 


|e li 


a ee A 
a  eagrecenl 7 pros once 
rr 


———— 


INVENTORIES" 


Se 


Department 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS o«. 65,229 


1. Women's dresses, coats 
and suits eeoeo0sGorooeee f 


7,909 


=— 


2, Girls‘ and infants’ wear . ope0U 
3. Hosiery and gloves essecece 
4, Lingerie and corsets occee 


5, Millinery .ccccsceccsccace| 
6. Women's and children's 

apparel - (Total, 1-5) ..« 

7. Men's and boys’ clothing | 

and furnishings .occx»esce 

8. Drugs, toilet articles | 

and preparations cococescce} 


9. Piece goods 2900070000000 00 5 
105 Smallwares eoo000enecs0e0es 


11. Food and kindred products. } 
12. Furniture (including 
mattresses and springs) .| 


13. Home furnishings cacoscves 
14, Household appliances and 
electrical supplies ..... 
15. Hardware and kitchen 
utensils ,cccocccesccaccce 
16. Radios, musical instru= 
ments and suppliesS .eceoo 


17. Shoes and other footwear , 
18, Stationery, books and 

MAZEZINGS ceccccccccsecs 
19. All other departments, 


total coccescccerecvccce 8,088 +11.6 | 17,680 } 19,136 
* Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of May in the two yearse 


Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures. 


RETAIL FOOD TRADE 
Chain Stores 
Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 8% higher in 
May, 1949 than in May, 1948. Total sales were estimated to be $35,247,200 
in May this year and $32,529,600 in the same month of 1948. 


Chain Food Store Sales in May, 1948 and 1949 


NR ned 


Estimated Sales % Change, 

Region” af 93 a eRe May, 1949 

May, 1948 May, 1949 May, 1948 
a a 5 et eae 
CANADA, nsecsceerl.| . 525029,600, 0 | 55,2470200 . | + 6e4 
Maritime Provinces .. 1,248,500 veces, OOO ea oe 
Que bec 200079 800000009086 5,805,700 6 ,452, 700 *10.8 
Ontario veccccscoooes| 18,027,300 19,465,700 * 8.0 
Prairie Provinces ... 3,952,500 4,545,400 +15.0 
British Columbia vo 3,495,800 3,082,400 Lar 


Independent Stores 


The fractional increase of 0.4% in sales of independent food 
stores in May was the product of wide divergence in regional sales, 
The Maritimes fell back 7% and Quebec, 2%, while increases ranged from 
1% in Saskatchewan and Ontario to 18% in Alberta. 


Independent Food Store Sales in May, 1946 and 1949 


rere 


copes ah “at SER cee SAE 
SS SE CSN. a a 


Estimated Sales 


Region ~~ ———-----—-| May, 1949 
May, 1948 May, 1949 May, 1948 
pe le A ak pee aes 3 ! 
GANADAS ipereistels ¢ 06 67,785,700 68,080,400 ee oe 
eu J a 
Maritime Provinces .. 8,045,600 | 7,466,300 = 7.2 
Quebec cecesdsoscsgon 23,960,800 23,577,400 - 1.6 
| Ortariorts vesee ics tect Wels peo .00 21,863,900 + 1.3 
| MMO A AABAA Aon aoc 2,195,800 2,960,800 * 5.9 
Saskatchewan Ooo? 88 O 7 BD 2,902,800 2,920 4100 + OAYTE 
4,028 ,500 +1 Ted 
+ 3.6 


) Ale PCR + wicleeacore ss 4 clove 3,419,800 
British Columbia ] 5,077,600 5,260,400 


yee eaters 


Ce ae 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe 


Minister of Trade and Commerce 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INDUSTRY AND MERCHANDISING DIVISION 
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES SECTION 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


Viol xe): 
No. 6. 


2 Caples tae late: Ete JUNE 


CANADA 
MAR. PROV. 
QUEBEC 
ONTARIO 
MANITOBA 


ALBERTA 


a 
i 4 
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7. CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
BY PROVINCES 


SASKATCHEWAN Sepprescsmeemcrrnma 


BR. COLUMBIA fgg 


Retail trade continued steadily upward in June when 
sales reached $679 millions and exceeded June, 1948 volume of 
$635 millions by 7%. The June change was approximately the 
same as the average rate of increase in earlier months of the 
year. Sales in the first six months of 1949 totelled $3,550 
SEE compared with $3,306 millions in the eame period of 
1g4é. 


A considerable portion of the June increase was ac- 
counted for by a 19% rise in sales of motor vehicle dealers 
which reached $82 millions in June, 1949 as against $69 mill- 
ions in June last year, 


Of the other trades, most reported moderate sales 
increases, the largest being a 9% gain for food stores. Sales 
of fuel dealers were down 5%, and decreases of less than 1% 
occurred in the case of country generel stores, herdware 
stores and furniture stores. 


June increases for most trades were slightly lower 
than those shown in cumulative results for the first six 
months. A few exceptions deserve comment. Lumber and build=- 
ing material dealers failed to maintain the 11% margin in 

: the six-months' comperison and had a 
gain of only 3% in June. Motor vehi- 
cle dealers, on the other hand, have 
recently been expending sales ata 
rapid rate, and the June increaee of 
19% is well above increases recorded 
in earlier months of the year. The 
six-month comparison showed sales high- 
er by 13% compared with last year. 
Restaurants emerged from a lengthy 
period in which sales remained at a 
fairly constant level. June results 
showed a gein of 7% for the trade, 
whereas the increase amounted to only 
3% in the first six months of the yearn 


st acthOvem ctl Sits 


YEAR 
1946/47 

6MOS. 
1949/48 


Gains for the various prov— 
inces were more uniform than they have 
been for some time, although Alberta's 
trede continues to expand faster than 
that of other provinces, the June gain 
being 11%. Sales increases in other 
sections of the country were closer to 
the national average increase of 7%. The range of increases 
outside Alberta was from 3% in Saskatchewan to 9% in Manitobe, 


16-4020 
17 


I949 


In most provinces, decreases in sales were limited to fewer than 
five of the twenty trades represented in the series. British Columbia re- 
sults include a larger number of declines, the meat, apparel, hardware, 
lumber, furniture, drug and tobacco trades being affected in variable de- 


grec e 


The course of sales in hardware, lumber and building materials 
and coal and wood trades is traced through 1947, 1948 and the first half 
of 1949 in the chart facing this page. 


Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon and Northwest Territories 
are not included in the published results. 


Price 25 cents 


MONTHLY SALES 


MILLION 
DOLLARS 
30 


HARDWARE STORES 


LUMBER AND BUILDING 
MATERIAL DEALERS - 


COAL AND WOOD YARDS 


HARDWARE -— BUILDING MTLS— FUEL 


MILLION 
DOLLARS 
30 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


June, 1949 Over June, 1948 


et Se ee 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


a Ene 


a tn eS 
a 


Total, All Trades Rei Be een RNG Wf 


Grocery & Combination oococ.co{* 
Moat O60 6O 14666404 2.0 Pwr es ee)0 CF 
Country General coeorsceccv00} 


Department ceccoscsceccsccesvoee| 


‘ + 
Variety eoer00eo ene PHoO9HR8 0B 0H 9290090 


Motor Vehicle Shia ee sinc aidteue slave 


Garage & Filling Station ....|* 
4 


Men's Clothing @oeo00e00000 0980009 


Family Clothing 2660000020000 


Women's Clothing eccouseccesal 


= 
shoe COOCOCHOLORDTECECAULD®OLOHF® FO HOOE 


Hardware ©o0058 0090800 


oaocecad 


Lumber & Building Material ..|* 


Furniture Mates Sl eters Gio eee e 6 Glaleyoih 
bpplinnes (6 Radio sisssesssool 


Restaurant e262 COC OL OEK0OCOOO0D x 


Coal & Wood ogogoeogeo 00000 C0000 


Drug 


eeoeeo¢eoooe e2eoe700 oR 2 000008 


pemeLISEe 6) swiss cadaesbeel™ 


TORECGO ius sco e ks coh w 


oeooc00000 


All Others ©FF8©CCKHKTOSCHBAKR CH ODDO 


8 Unchanged 
3 Not available 


(c 


Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at 


—_— 


‘® 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds o 


‘Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


Jan.e-June, 1949 Over Jan.-June, 1948 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


eoeo0en000 


Total, All Trades 
Grocery & Combination ....... + 8.1 
MDEU ets sie cscles bese ssccesesces| T1096 
Country ‘General <« vsiceessiscieal > LA 
BG OA EMO Glee s aroses cave een vwa sft oe! 
ELOY Eh 5 dials ste sis's solve vsae stele] SO ak 
MOGOr VEhIGLO 165s sade 0 cleoe sol eecec 


Garage & Filling Station ....{ +10.4 


Men's Clothing ese0en0e8eo0000 eae ae ys 


Pers iyaClothinge. ssc. soesscies| F O60 


Momen's Clothing™.....scesaeal ? 200 
Shoe Mee Oe Sen ae pocahr tal 


Hardware BIE Eas hs ND PROG I ee 


‘Lumber & Building Material ..} t11.0 


Furni tur is} ecoo0ne0 eg 0002000 008 0906 = O e 6 
BPpliance & Radio .... 4. cca2| + 
Restauran t oe oe 9c eeeesee sever eo06 6 & + 


Coal & Wood 


piatersls wie we shelais: ole aks 
RMT ass fehe gt's O's, at a ero ro ate ots he 
pewellery (6) ose. oe 5s ce Seem 
Tobacco Pe BE othe ee 


Peltor GhG2 6 ous b% ate oss. oi. 0.0 aE ke Be 


(a) Unchanged 
(b) Not available 


oun 


pit. 


|+ aS) 


Warch. 


eae | Ll eo 
ire? [72048 
= 0.9 {+ 3,5 
+ 7.7 (412.3 
+10,0 (a) 
#1240) [too 56 


+ 0,3 (b ) 
+ 8,4 l= 1.7 
+ 9,6 [451,34 
+ 3,9 |*15,4 
S46 it 62S 
#13,4 {+14,0 
+ 4.2 |= 1.1 
+ 4.1 j+10.6 


666 


+22 ok. 
BS PARP 


+246 


on 2 


#14,0 
+ 5.5 
+135,5 


+ 4.2 


| +20.4 


#2640 


os Ceul 


1+ 9.1 


+28 5% 


teh F 


RS 


a 
# 7,0 


+ Ose 


+19, 


1 426.7 


<5 


} #18.5 


+18,0 
+29.1 


+28.8 


1 +10,4 


*Le—8 
415.4 
#18 ,4 
+15,0 
+2823 


+ 9.9 


}*11.2 


(b) 
+19,8 


ua VALS 


+ 5.6 fi 


#15,5 


42566 


) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied 
oanksiumer tevealr rnetar to tte removal in 9... 


Bre 
Col. 


+1267 


= 4,4 


+ Sigil} 


¢ ee 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES 


June, 1948 and June, 1949 
These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories. 
Inventories are at selling value. 


Department 


~% Change , 
1949/1948 


Total, All Departments coo) se0S)O7,200) * So {169,007 | 189,46 fol 
1. Women's dresses, coats 

PORSOLES Mls iiace 44.5 645 46 27.8 
2. Girls' and infants’ wear . #2606 | 
3. Hosiery and gloves .ecoscc.o bib i 
4, Lingerie and corsets ..... #2504 


+219 


Seu ANEGLY 5 ni.sseeisise4 ¢ site 
6. Women's and children's 
apparel - (Total, 1-5) 
7. Men's and boys! clothing 
Bud tUYnisnines sses sees 3 
8. Drugs, toilet articles 
and preparations .ccceccs 


9. Piece goods Ain, aA. | 
iO Smallwares e@oe2eoe0e00720200°86802°20230 
ll. Food and kindred products. 


12. Furniture (including 
mattresses and springs) 


Ore Home furnishings e@eo¢9000900 OF 20,758 - 607 
14. Household appliances and | t, 
electrical supplies .coool 5,758 #5997 
15. Hardware and kitchen 
utensils oeeoeveoe OO GOOO00SD0 8,971 +1004 
16. Radios, musical instru= i 
ments and supplies .c.ococo| 55787 To9 
17. Shoes and other footwear 4| 15,658 *146 
18. Stationery, books and 
| MAGAZINES .scccseccccsoce Sate . we 
| 19. All other departments 
reves ea agin ah 8s 18,157 ite 


* Comparisons are based on inventories at Phe beginning of Jue in TRE yearso 


Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures. 


10 
DEPARTMEN? STORE SALES, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
eros pete tenn mn a aR ECC A AS a aT LO 


January-to=dune, 1948 and January-to= June , 1949 


These figures are estimates of total department store sales 


ee = = ee 


SALES 
~~ Jan,=to= June Jan,~-to=dune % Change, 
1948 Tae see ee 1949/1 948 
i kT eS <a a On (F000 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS .. 348,735 582 744 Ay neal ek 
1, Women's Dresses, coats 
and SUL wlevere wiaie c ctelerets 41 ,856 49 244 +1707 
2, Girls’ and infants’ wear 1k, 962 14, 581 $2 oie 
3. Hosiery and glovesececcoe 11,078 11,558 + 2,5 
4, Lingerie and corsetSoccos 12,955 15,257 +1768 
Be Millineryssccocsseseccocs 5, fel ae 4 5296 : #1590 
6, Women's and children's — ; 
apparel = (Total, 1=5).. 81 , 512 94,716 +16 2 
7> Men's and boys* clothing’ ic : 
“land furnishingsscccecocee 36,515 40,089 +10.4 
8. Drugs, toilet articles . 
and preparationsS,.cccecece 8,058 8 5500 + 565 
9. Fiece POOUSi stele ses lc)" siatals.s 26,924 29,558 ua 9,7 
Pe MPLA LOR. os ae eb ewe ee rO7oo 11 2352 + 4,4 
11, Food and kindred products 50,407 27,608 = 9,4 
12, Furniture (including ‘ 
mattresses and springs) 25,202 25,957 411.7 
15, Home furnishings....ccccoe 28,691 30,673 + 6.9 
14, Household appliances and ~ . ‘ 
electrical supplies...... 14,001 16,208 +15,.8 
15, Hardware and kitchen ~ : 
atCRtint 1 Paws Gh satan Gis ealie 18,308 19,507 + 6,5 
16, Radios, musical instruments ‘ ‘ : 
ODd BUPPlL LSS ses 0's ss oc 4,892 5,475 +1129 
17, Shoes and other footwear 25 5444 S 
° 5, 945 + 
18, Stationery, books and : ; nae 
MALAZINCS ecccovcccvccsce 4,875 53120 + 5,0 


195 All other departments, 
t 
Dela s oiemiaiu ah Seda we: . St,016 _ 42 4178 hl ale O) 


11 
RETAIL FOOD TRADE 


Chain Stores 


Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 15 higher in 
June, 1949 than in June, 1948, Total sales were estimated to be $37,102,800 
in June this year and $32,340,500 in the same month of 1948, 


i i a re 


Estimated Sales % Change, 
Region ete June, 1949 
June, 1948 dune, 1949 June, 1948 
$ $ 
ABD EN) eis 4 o'0-s'< 52 , 840,500 57,102,800 414.7 
Maritime Provinces.. 1,255 ,200 1.2 99,000 + 3,7 
CRIS DGC S. o's os'éee 0 sara% 5,965,400 7,188,500 420.5 
ATL On's celsces cs + 17,784,600 20,173,500 +1354 
Prairie Provinces... 5,975,500 4,686,700 +1749 
British Columbiaeces 3,361,800 3,754,700 +1167 


Independent Stores 


Independent food store sales increased 6% in June this year over last. 
Regional changes showed wide variation. Gains were highest in the Prairies, 
amounting to 15% in Alberta, 10% in Manitoba and 8% in Saskatchewan. 


Independent Food Store Sales in June, 1948 and 1949 


Estimated Sales % Change, 

Region a June, 1949 

June, 1948 June, 1949 June, 1948 

a SC aia, pao era rk memes) ee es es eae 

CANADA e©e200000000 68,654,500 ~ Wed Awe Ale, + ded 
Maritime Provinces ... 7,774,500 7,844,300 * 0.9 
MGDO Ciuc ste eate's ste elec 6 6 24,133,400 25,243 ,500 ¢ 4,6 
OARELUOD crs.0 aise ove oe aie © 22,166,500 25,607,100 # 6,5 
MGM LTOUR crs es cee oe os 6 6 Zip (OO), 1 OO 3,048 ,400 #10,3 
Saskatchewan ccooocrcoes 3,088,100 3,947 ,500 * 8.4 
COS gael Wihirert Aare sage arene 2,907,200 4,101,500 #15,3 
British Columbia ....6. 5,151,500 5,419,400 ED e 
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eet OR AID Ee irre 


Sales of Canadian retail merchants were estimated at 
$664 millions in July, 5% greater than sales of $630 millions 
made in July, 1948. Seven-month totals for this year and last 
respectively were $4,213 millions and $3,936 millions, an in- 
crease of 7%. 


An abatement of the general upward movement of sales 
occurred in July, and only a few trades shared in the July ad- 
vance. Heavy purchases of motor vehicles brought about a 44¢ 
gain in sales of motor vehicle dealers. This increase account- 
ed for a large part of the $34 millions by which retail trade 
as a whole increased in July. Appliance and radio dealers have 
shown a stronger sales position in recent months with a sales 
gain of 16% in July. Very small increases were reported for a 
number of other trades, among which were food, department, 
lumber and building, restaurant and jewellery trades. 


The decreases, while more numerous, were of minor 
proportions in all cases except that of coal and wood dealers 
which reported sales 21% lower than in July last year. 


Almost all trades showed a higher dollar volume of 

sales in the first seven months of this year, furniture (-1%) 

and coal and wood dealers (-9%) being 

d the only excel eens: Increases in 

the seven-months comparisons were 

TOTAL RETAIL TRADE-CANADA uniformly moderate, only the automo- 

MILLIONS OF DOLLARS tive trades showing gaine of 10% or 
more. 


All provinces reported re- 
tail trade higher in July and also in 
the first seven months of this year 
compared with 1946. Manitoba's gain 
of 15% was the highest in July. Al- 
berta reported a gain of 9%. The 
Maritime Provinces and Ontario fell 
slightly short of the average gain of 
5% for Canada. 


Jb M AM J J A SS O)N BD 


The January-to-July compar- 
4sone show more sizable gains for the 
Prairie Provinces than occurred else- 
where in Canada. Increases were 18 
in Alberta and 13% in both Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan. Other provinces reported gains ranging from 
2% in the Maritimes to 6% in Ontario. 


2 
Sales and inventories of department stores for July 1948 and 1949 are 


given in considerable detail on Page 8 


Chain and independent food store salesin duly are shown separately on 
Page 9. 


The course of sales in drug, jewellery, and tobacco stores is traced 
through 1947, 1948 and the first seven months of 1949 in the chart facing this 


PAagee 
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Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon, and Northwest Territories are not 
included in the published results. 


Price 25 cents 


MONTHLY SALES 
DRUG—JEWELLERY—TOBACCO STORES 


MILLION MILLION 
DOLLARS DOLLARS 
30 S10 


DRUG STORES 


20 


30 30 


JEWELLERY STORES 


Pid DE ae o mn np te aa! oct a 
de ee 


NOBACCO). STORES 
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4 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Bus iness 
(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 
July, 1949 Over duly, 1948 © 
: — —————} = at : * 
Kind of Business | CANADA | Mar. nies Out: mash Seco, an 
or Store | Prov. j r 
Ce nn gy, fe O é Go g of 
Total, All Trades + Get - 
Grocery & Combination ooo | * Sol = 4.9 [+ 152 |+ 4.5] * Tol| #130214 To9 {* Bee. 


i 
ww 
° 
nS 
i 
on 
° 
fie 


at Veo t = 8,6]e (Aes) or 957 


Count ry Gener@l ccceccce000 , Roe i 6 oe 


eek ee on 1 + 3.7 |+ 309 l= Oc€ |# 0c6| + 800] + Bo7TI* 9% |+ 605 


Variety 9960020009900000000 = 0.5 


Motor Vehicle eor0eeoscso09d 43 46 


Garage and Filling Station | 


oF 
ea) 
oe 

=~ 


Meat 0000000000 000009009 = Ool =- 4,7 {= Oo7 {= uf se = 4,8 #1209 athe? 
! 


i 
Men’s Clothing 00000000060 | = 209 


Family Clothing 0000000000 a 66 
Women's Clothing 000000000 = Dol 
Shoe ©2000000009000000090000 = Toe 


Hardware ccocccecescccccoe 
Lumber & Building Material 
Furnituresscevoccsesecesoe 
Appliance & Radio eoccecne 
Restaurant.cocccoccccccece 


Coal and Wood @eoesoneen 


an 


DTU chee hs Vike ee bebe Rae e oe 


Jewellery a eduaedans eee 
Tobacco POLPO2GCOCLESECLE09D000 


All OURSrancecassaees eves 
(a) Unchanged 
(b) Not available 


(c) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at 
consumer level prior to its removal in Merch, 1949, 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


dan,~ July, 1949 Over jan.-duly, 1946 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


Total, All Trades ....0. 
Grocery & Combination ..... 
Meat 


seeeceooevgoeo 9e00c0e0 8Geo0e sto 


Country General 00090200008 


Department oe eras 


Variety Oeoeeoevo0e00gc o8 900680 


Motor Vehicle ..scccccccccce 
Garage & Filling Station .., 
Men's Clothing 0000000000000 
Family Clothing 000000000000 
Women's Clothing seeccocceces 
SHO ceccoeccceccesccscocces 
Hardware ccesaccsescrccccese 
Lumber & Building Material ,. 
Furniture ccocccscccccscccce 
Appliance & Radio veicvccovce 
Restaurant cecccccvscccccccce 
Coal & Wood coscsccccecccoces 
Drug ceoccsccccccccesccescsco 
SOWOLLOT YS (6) oes sive e's cap cle 
TObDaCCO cosvcecvccccvvcscvese 


All Others © 0 00000020 08 eeeed 


(a) Unchanged 
Not available 


| b 
yt £4 Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal Tax levied 
j consumer level prior to its removal in March,1949, 


CANADA 


| + 78 


re 1.6 


+ 607 


* lel 
* 6,0 


166 


Cae a 


+ 6,8 


Galec oes 


a, 
#15:02 


+1067 
419,94 


ie Seu 


+10,7 


5) 424.6 


2 #17 o& ( 


‘a Jo 
413,0|417.68 
41344 417.4 


#10,41724,4 


41002 
+ 4,9 
* Gel 


* 4,4 


1* 8,1 1*17od 


15,9 +1291 
15s 697 
43254 |+ 507 

(a) 


#17.5 [421.0 


#14,5 


412 62. 


+ 1.6 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES 
July, 1946 and July, 1945 


These figures are estimates of total departinent store sales and inventories. 
Inventories are at selling value. 
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: & 
Department ee ES a aes Nee ee alk: ENTOR IES 
July |July [% Change, June 30) June 30 | % Change, 
Bo be £0S8 a 188.) eee Bel US8 1949 | 1949/48 
($000) ($000) ($000 ) ($000 ) 
TOTAL, ALI. DEPARTMENTS Pe 49,895 158,184 | 180,759 
1, Women's dresses, coats a 
Bil Sulu wes oan wees 4 bases) | S022 12,194 16,194 +328 
| . ‘ . . 
2, Girls’ and infants'wear | Dae te 5,322, 6,865 +29,0 
3, Hosiery and gloves eos paar | 4,552 4,631 5 ee Ee 
: 
4, Lingerie and corsets.. Ly tg6 | 5,512 6,763 +2267 
Se MiLlINeEry «es stete vets 278 576 | 702 


6, Women's and children's 
apparel = (Total,1=-5) 9,415 
7. Men's and boys'clothing 


28,156 | 35,155 


] 
wae | 
and furnishings: 465 6% 4,792 . 4,776] = 0.3 | 18,738 25007, 415,35 
8, Drugs, toilet articles | i 
and preparations ...6. | Tey: 334 + O26 | 4,248 4,203 -~ 1,0 
eee | ! 
9, Piece soods 2600000209 | 3,62‘ 3,808! + BO | 14,755 17,;:999 422.0 
i / 
MO, SMAlAWE Pes: coa4 ale nko oy au ie) 466 = 2.6 | 6 ,833 6 , 988 + 203 
| . - * 
ll, Food & kindred products 4,758 4,150] ~13,2 | 4, 323 2,986 =50.9 
| i 
12, Furniture (including 
mattresses and springs) | 3,489 | 3,919| +12.3 10,579 12,204 415.4 
i3, Home Purni sHINES a4:6 ee 4,126 | 4,129) + 0,1 20,154 B22 659 tO 
14, Household appliances and | : we 
electrical supplies , 1,923 | 2,620! 436.2 S 
15, Hardware and kitchen , are aad ee 
UVOHS TMG beds e¥.cea sees 250967) S775 |ateeey So 
16, Radios, musical instru= 4c ‘ aa a be 
ments and supplies.ec. 638 | 615| = 3,6 3,684 4,078 410.7 
| | | 
17, Shoes and other footwear! 2,908 : 2,94 j 
On : 
18, Stationery, books and ie | ai ‘ nig ea pat 
MAGAZINES 6 sacsvevece se 653 653 3 
19, All other departments, ani, (e) ee "the . ae 
total Sad oe IY I , 
= epsstiecs totem, Gss0S 1 6,769 Rams el 816,768 lees 


Comparisons are based on inv 

entories at the beginning of J 
Canada totals do 0% include Newfoundland ripe =. OD eee 
(a) Less 0.1 per Gent, ; 


RETAIL FOOD TRADE 


Chain Stores 


Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 6% higher in 
July, 1949 than in July, 1948, Total sales were estimated to be $36,666,100 
in July this vear and $34,643,400 in the same month of 1948, 


Chain Food Store Sales in July, 1948 and 1949 


A AR A A A RN ee ee een mer ee a 
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arene ce 
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Region Estimated Sales % Change, 
2 SV ar ee ae naas ci eae July, 1949 
pom mm nae OP ee kn SU LOA ee 
$ $ 

CANADA. ele aee «is 6 54,645,400 36,666,100 + 558 
Maritime Provinces,. 1,422,100 1,390,800 = 262 
KCUGS gees sc ce eic eee 5,987,400 6,244,900 + 4,3 
OHCAYI 0% Seo ssce cass 19, 308,000 20,312,500 + 562 
Prairie Provinces 4. 4,389,500 4,952 , 900 +128 
British Columbia ... 3,536 ,600 8,765,000 + 6,5 


Independent Stores 


An increase of 2% occurred in sales of inaependent food stores in 
July. Sales were down 5% in the Maritime Provinces, and British Colwnbia showed 
a fractional decline, Higher sales were shown by other provinces for July, 1949 
compared with July, 1948, 


Independent Food Store Sales in July, 1949 and 1949 
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Estimated Sales % Change; 


Beaten eRe July, 1949 

July, 1948 July, 1949 July, 1948 
CRNAUA Lt. sot 78.71% ,200 75,012,000 ua 
Maritime Provinces... 8,458,400 7,991,200 = 50 
Quebec sesceseccecas 25,818,200 25,947,500 + 055 
OntaTiO .Scsceeceecs 23,875,200 24,754,700 + 3.6 
Manitoba speeches oes 2,992 ,000 3,147,600 + 52 
Saskatchewan ssoocco 5 271,600: 3,690 ,400 #1208 
BV DEVLG I eecc css ¢.56 3,798, 700 4,008 , 800 + 544 
British Columbia ooo 5,519,100 5,497,000 = 0o4 


we 


Ae EE EE 


for a wide range of commodity groups were higher at the beginning of 
August this year, among the largest being those for women's apparel, 
men's wear, piece goods, furniture, household appliances, radios and 


footwear. 


An analysis of food store sales on Page 9 shows that chain re- 
tailers reported a sales increase of 10% over August, 1948, while inde= 
pendent food merchants showed a gain of 2%. 


The chart on Page 3 shows sales trends in recent months for 
the three trades handling a general line of merchandise. 


eee ce es oe OS sae OT 


Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon, and Northwest Territories 
are not included in the published results. 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES 1 IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces anc and nd Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


a 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


Total, All Trades ...00 
Grocery & Combination ere 
Meat covcecccoccvcseccevcere 
Country General ..cosercece 
Department escocecscscovce 
Variety socccccceccecovcce 
Motor Vehicle ..ccccoescce 
Garage & Filling satin, 
Men's Clothing wy es 
Family Clothing .cccosssss 
Women's Clothing en 
SHG . sv itencsve sages case 
HavdWare ix sewsceeeevennes 


Lumber & Building Material 


Furniture 


@eoo00g00000 00000 


Appliance & Radio ..ocecooe 
REGtOUrant 4.654 esae04 9 0 o% 
COED. Mie MOG. aise 6 ek v0 aed 
UPUE cueiive ne tee cae ees 
oT Leal se ee eres 


Tobacco eeseooeovgg0000 00000 


All Others e©oceoeveooegongoo00 000 
a) Unchanged. b) Not ava 


#285 


#13.38 


ilable. 


a 


Once 


August, 1949 Over August, 1948 


S ee 
oo 


Man. 
% 


#139 


peas 


+29.0 
+ 6.1 


= 5.0 


+1955 


aes fe 

sow eye @) 

+1161 
(b) 


Lt 4.8 


+66 04 


Bre 
Col. 
+ 9.5 1S Bek 
+ 8.5 |* 5.8 
70 4l= Sek 
@ 2.2 |*12.5 
+ 46) 11+ 2.0 
+#18.8 | (a) 
#25.6 |*49.0 
*16.5 |+50.3 
-15.8 |= 6.7 
(a) = 5.5 
~ 2.9 t= 7.9 
je =21 51 
i+ 601 F 9.3 
+ 3.0 {= 7.5 
*13.2 !=13.5 
= $42 f= 307 
* 6,8 |* 4.5 
=50,0 (a) 
+-Gye~ [PF 2.0 
#11.8 |* 3.9 
+ 3.4 |= 2.5 
+*15.8. [* 2.4 2 


Sales upon which comparisons are based in- 


clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in 


March, 1949, 


; 
) 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
Provinces and Kinds of Business 


By 
(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


Jan.-Aug., 1949 Over Jan.-Aug., 1948 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


Total, All Trades .s.a. 
eeery & Combination 2.0. 
Meat cccccrccsccccvccevcce 
Country General .cccoces vic 
Department ccoccccccccccece 
Variety ccoccoseccccccccccces 
Motor Vehicle .ccccscesves 
Garage & Filling Station . 
Motes. U LOGIN) dic, oe o,9 an wm < 
Ham Ly CLO than gcd ewicaie oe 


Women's Clothing: ...22s« 


Shoe eoonvno0ev0g0e GOe2 e208 CH9R9009 BD 
Hardware ©0000000000000000 
Lumber & Building Material 


Furniture oeoeg00e000000 00008086 


Appliance & Beats Socek. te 
PO GOULAN C lon av ge ea deere ene @ 
BOA. TOG ee ors ac osciove. ono: ara: a 
PUNE” os 9 oles S oe oe 6 wre ato ee 
Jewellery CON a, Goud ao esc 
EDAD vs a clate coats ts.0le:t8-om ¥ 


All Others ge EOE OB 


r {a) Unchanged. (b) Not reer 


clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level 


March, 1949. 


CANADA Prov. 


Sales upon which 


+1237 


+2002 


comparisons are based in- 
prior to its removal in 


— i 


"6P6T SYOABY UT [BAOWSA S4T 0f 
Jotid [eAeT Jevmsu0o 4B peTAeT XB4 [eloped YGZ eYQ epnTOUT pessq ele suostTiedwoo yotym uodn setes (2) 


*@TQBT TBAB JON (q) 


°soindly UOYNA PUB SOTAOUTI1ET VSOMYYAION *puUBTPUNOJMoy SpNTOUT you op sT{BqZ04 BpeUBD » 


O1Z*9T OT2*OT O8P* IT 096 °S 004°9S OLT*TS 0S6°6 ORO" Tel 4 te" See ae oS See ee 
O84 o9e | O6T OST osete "| Sarec Gee. pee Ses oes es 5 te eee 

028 og¢ | (9) oes OL6°T OV LE OVS OG Gen 4 eo SSE eas Cog 

OSs*T OtO*T OF8 OAD T 06259 os*2 | 002°T |} O9%° dT hee er eas ang 
Oss Og OvE 069 | OL4°S 00s*s Cue |) OGPfOUL | PS 48% * SoS se homs Brees 
O0r‘s 003 2 Oge*T Cte" 06eF TI 019°¢ | O10*t S| Ore “v2 ee wee aa 7uUBIney soy 
e255 082 (4) 00g , mOdtee “> “Oe252 06S OgZ"Z ef reeseseSes OTpey 9 -aouuyiacy 
080°T OTL 002 ost { O9L°F Ove*s |; OF | Se WIRMe Name Magna “cM wero ES 
Oeg*T Or2's 0L38°2 oze*2 | OLP SL pesis—h. sos9 oze’og | °°° Tetazequy Sutpting p tequmyy | 
O9v*T OLP*T OL2°T 066 [| Or.*s ost’s O16 OTO*ST + ie Se, tay OE oTempsley 

0S9 Ove PROUT Ore oae*s ogse°tT 4 02s Om 2 | Se” BR eg ek? ae Se eae 

O8v*T OTL | ObP 04g 008°¢ ogi*2 st _.0e¢ QUASI | eet eere etree SuryyoTs sy uation 

OL8 09g 064 O06 Pe 0O08" So" « I yoee OPI*T , O96°OL | ertrrt P= "2 duTusar age 

O62°T ogg ogs ogg ogu*s: | oest2 <<] oF8 b-.09n ete.) tet sg tee sks ButazaTs eye 

090% 026 °2 029°? one eee Cee T fh Este “FH “OBES | ozetry ferees uorgeys Surtitg » eFeaen 

o9t’s 09rd 019°9 00°24 | paetoe— |. OP Ge a ease 096 °68 ioe eee oy STOTYSp, 104 0H 

O19 029 O0¥ OSS be OSe"e-0.) locae-.4 geet Gye ST op Meer ae ae ee ae Cea 

OSL°L OLS°¢ O6%*2 OT *s bweertit y). e0te, Se gpa OGe ar. | er Pees thse eee amoung eres 

060° + 060%¢ 020°9 ss0's =| onsets | ogafe | opota | oogtte foreeerseeeeees Tezeuen fagunop 

OL6°T A | O94 099 |. 0F0%S OZ a) Bl? Oe ek ee ye eae ee oe oe ae 

002 “6 O9L*S 000°¢ | 088°% o9gtae | Les O9L*°TIT J °°°°°e** UoTAgBUTquiCn » ATED0I1n 

OTT’ 89 | 046° 8P oes. oF 063° 2v 029° 2st z et Se Sa GTI ee 


BT qun {og 
yst4tig 


uemey od 
=7 BYSBS 


By 19eq Ly BQOLTUByy ot 189.UQ e1099 JO Sseutsng jo puTy 


(SaeTTOp Jo spuwsnoyy ut) 


pastscy 
6%6T “ATL 


SSHNISNG dO SGNIM GNV SHONTAOUd 3d - HAVUL TIVIEN OSLVNILSa 


"6P6T *UOABY UT [BAoWeT S1T 09 
Jotid [eae{[ Jeumsuoco 4B peTAST XBQ [esepeg 4ZG% Sy} epnTouT peseq e1e suostaeduoo yotym uodn seteg (2) 


"oTQeTT Bae oN (qQ) 


*sedngtTy UoyNK PUB SOTtoqT4soe] YsemygtoN * puBTpuNojmay] epnTOUT 9OU Op sTe{04 BpeUE) « 


O10’ 9T 00S‘ 8T ose8°9 OTe* eg O6T*TS | 069°6 O10 L7T tei? ee 32 SS oP ce SS eUtG Toby 
OLL 002 | O9T OLIS? 002¢°2 i O62 i O8O*s Ot Gag ta? 6 eats St aoe OSS Ee 
008 (4) O9¢ oes*2 Oge tT O2P OGL*g 2 carers mee ee. (Oe Ae peker 
OPG'T 006 OZ I 006°9 OLR 2 OTAT Ger et SOOCCECHOSBLCSCOH OOO LOCOS OH L206 2nig 
088 OTS O64 Ore*L | OLe°2 068 ose*et ORE a ee. 3 Ppoom »Y [BOD 
OSP*s 004° T | Og9“T oge* It o@l*s 080° T | ope’ se in ai iid are owe ee 
O2s (a) | O92 O6 TSS oge*2 i age o00e*2 VAMP S028 EDO OOUET | Gy 
OST‘ST O¢2 Ost OZL°? 046°2 069 0695 Oe, 2 | ES Ocenia a ats St ee eet 
O19°T OTO’¢ 062°? OOT*OT O62°2 OF8 063° cee TeTsequy JUTpPTIng » rAequmy 
OLE*T Oge*T ogg OL *> oso*e OVE OGG STL) MS ants stent eek oie ai Ae Tae aes 
09S Ol 002 O70" ¢2 Orie t OLF | O09R*S a eee 30us 
o6e°T 06% | OS? OS F 080*2 | OFS O90° OT [Oe nt tt ome PS pane, Boman 
098 fonts) i Ove oee*s oes" OTO*T OOF OT bE O° 88 eee es * Suryget sees 
One oh es (a) | O8g°% Size fh S.es {| 086°6 cocsceececsorcs ZUTYIOTO S, USH 
oe *s O6L°% 006 °2 OGe* 4) oge*s Or9*s Ove* ey ae ie ee SUTTITd @ edeten 
O*S*9 o1e*9 060° os9° 2 OST°STt 0S98°F 0¢4°99 AS SRE Rem STOTYS, 104 O}T 
08s og9s 00g | 022s Oger | oge°T OSe° IT (on ee oe Oe Aq oT ray 
ost’3s OLg°2 Ove*s 046°02 016°8 | 098°? O8t*® a SG oe ee ee Oe Oa 
00°F og8°9 O4LTSS 00g°8 OTS’s 0S9°% | 000° I? |-vereseececees [Tetsuen Aaqyunog 
068°T O94 Oe. |. 086°? 040°? OLE O28°Sl eS ee 3 oe a ae ee See 
016 °8 OSs’ > O%8 °F OFS° TP 0L9°62 068°8 OOS* POT f°°°ser*s* UoTZBUTQqUON » A1Eed0I1n 
0g0*99 Oe * PS OTS °OF O22°Lbz O9T* Lb" | | “OO GEO oor" =" "eg qyEE TTY“ 1VEOL 
oe e4.19q Ty elec BQ OU lus OT 1BIUGO Seqeny pe ,VAVIIV eso7g IO Ssseutsng jo puty 


So 


(saeT [op jo spuesnoyy ut) 


Ce eetlietiieetiient 


6v6T *Lsoonv 


a a a ee 


SSANISNG dO SANIM CNV SHONTAOUd AG - AAVUL TIVIEGY aes ae 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES 
DEPARTMENT STORE sis 


August, 1948 and August, 1949 


These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories. 
Inventories are at selling value. 


SALES INVENTORIES* 


Department Aug. [Auge % Change | July 31, [July 51, |% Change 
| 1948 1949 1949/48 1948 1949 1949/48 
«= 1&s.te ($000) | (000) } mE: ($000 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..{ 54,016 191,741 | +13.0 


1. Women's dresses, coats, 


and suits RS dete yk LS 6,286 aon 42502 

2, Girls’ and infants’ wear.| 1,969 | 2,125 * 72 +2622 
\ } 

3. Hosiery and gloves aed 1,402 1,405 * O52 - 1.9 
4, Lingerie and corsets Es 1,901 651.00 +10.6 +14.,0 
abs Millinery oe Tees 506 . he, 57 +12.8 #186 
6, Women's and children's 

apparel = (Total, 1-5) 2} 11,896 12,490 ; +* 5.0 32,655 3B ,Sa7 (i. Sloe 
7. Men's and boys! clothing 

and furnishings ooo.ssce| 45822 | 4,857 + 0.7 20,057 23,498 | +1702 
8. Drugs, toilet articles { é 

and preparations ccoccee 1,235 | 1.08 home Slate! 4,433 4,514 = 2el 


9, Piece? goods: «4. Feqags sas 15,669 | 18,454 | +#17.8 


1G. Sint twas co Meeee scent. 1,858 1,697 +>,4 "| 127 008 7,264! + 3.7 


11. Food and kindred products 
12. Furniture (including 
mattresses and springs). 


4,816 3,998 rer 4,812 3,206 | -3304 


+22 ol 10,852 12,502 #15.2 
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13, Home furnishings ..sccres 


* 2 Oma, phel Zou 25,471 |] +, 84 
14. Household appliances and 


electrical supplies ....| 2,284 3,086 +3561 6,268 7,658 | +22.2 
15. Hardware and kitchen 

MWS Pte ewechabeaey —2yt86 2,868 + 407 9,048 9,171 | * lod 
16, Radios, musical instru-~ 

ments and supplies «soe. 857 821 = 402 5,534 4,276 | *21.0 
17. Shoes and other footwear, a3 262 oY, ee + 8.1 13,097 5, 820") Seb < ae 
18, Stationery, books and 

MBPRS IO Steam <6 a shes 873 959 3,056 
19, All other departments, 

tothl Svsgesivedisacnener T6245 7,068 #1542 Wel Fo 19,702} #16.1 


* Comparisons are b 


ased on inventories at the beginning of August in the two years. 


Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures. 


RETAIL FOOD TRADE 


Chain Stores 
att Sete ceed Di 


Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 10% higher in 
August, 1949 than in August, 1948, Total sales were estimated to be 
$34,065,400 in August this year and $51,119,000 in the same month of 1948, 


Chain Food Store Sales in August, 1948 and 1949 
a BUS, 18 and 1949 


AS 
Estimated Sales % Change, 
Region August, 1949 
August, 1948 August, 1949 August, 1948 
$ $ | 
CANIDA 50.00.1820" S1,119,000 34,065,400 #905 
Maritime Provinces , 14, 2863760 1,300,200 + 3.36 
ROO Fhe osc cles 5,436,000 6,131,800 #12.8 
ORTAPLOMS ws scsecce.. 16,931,900 18,372,600 ne (les t5) 
Prairie Provinces ., 4,153,900 4,669,300 #12.4 
British Columbia ... 3,338,500 3,591,500 + 7.6 


Independent Stores 


An increase of 2% occurred in sales of independent food stores 
in August. Sales were down 2% in the Maritime Provinces. Higher sales 
were shown by other provinces for August, 1949 compared with August, 1948, 


Independent Food Store Sales in Au ust, 1948 and 1949 

ES in gust, 1948 and 1949 
Sa 

Estimated Sales 


August, 1948 


$ 


68,816,900 


% Change, 
August, 1949 
August, 1948 


Region 


August, 1949 


CANADA @ee600800 70,135,400 


Maritime Provinces . inte ,200 Toe ee LOO - 1.8 
a8 bee BaF oe das « bese 23,413,300 23,436,700 + 0.1 
Ontario Oieveleieie e eusiere 22,703, 700 25,071,500 we (Ags: 
Manitoba SONORAN 2,848,200 SLLSse SOO $e ish) 
Saskatchewan ..oo000 5,138,200 3,248,000 * 3.5 
ROI GAN 6 5 coos 6's Sees 5,838,100 4,087,600 FUG Co 
British Columbia ... 5,145,200 5,381,900 #* 4,6 
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The total of Canada's retail trade in September was es- 


timated at $685 millions, an increase of 7% over the September, 
1948 figure of ate millions. Sales were also higher than the 
August total of $644 millions. 


A rather uniform rate of increase over 1948 has pre- 
vailed over the last five months, during which sales increases 
have ranged from 5% to &%. Dollar sales for the first nine 
months of this year were estimated at $5,543 millions, up 7% over 
sales of $5,175 millions in the same period of 1946. 


Most kinds of stores reported moderate sales increases 
in September this year over September a year ago. Among the few 
increases which exceeded the average gain of 7% were those for 
Motor vehicle dealers (28%) and furniture stores (10%). The 
motor vehicle trade has maintained a consistently high rate of 
increase throughout 1949, and had a cumulative gain of 20% in the 
nine months' comparison. Further evidence of the increased ac— 
tivity of the automotive field is reflected in sales increases 
for garages and filling stations which amounted to 12% in Septem- 
ber and 11% in the January-to-September period compared with last 
year. One notable change in trend occurred in the case of coal 
and wood dealers where sales increased 12% in September, but 
averaged 6,54 lower during the first nine months of 1949. 


Deciines from September of 
last year were limited to country 
general stores, which had a 3% de~ 
crease, and to the three clothing 
trades which had sales declines of 
from 2% to 8&4. 


7. CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE | 
BY PROVINCES 

(0) +57 +107 ge 7 

1946/47 


9 MOS. 
1949/48 


CANADA 
MAR. PROV. 
QUEBEC 
ONTARIO 
MANITOBA RED SSE 
SASKATCHEWAN bespupesesnensaneenercnet 


BR. COLUMBIA cancer ees 


Provincial sales increases 
in September were remarkably consist-— 
ent with those for the first nine 
months of the year. Increases for 
the Prairie Provinces were higher 
than those for other provinces, both 
in September and in the nine-months' 
comparison. However, the margin of 
difference between the Prairies and 
the remainder of the country was 
narrowed slightly in September when 
gains were lower than in the first 
nine months for the Prairies anda 
little larger in Eastern Canada. 


In the above chart, the variation of provincial in- 
creases in the last two years is depicted. 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 


Department store sales for September and for the first nine 
months of 1948 and 1949 are compared in tables on Pages 9 and 10. Inven- 
tory comparisons are also shown on Page 9, The cumulative results reveal 
quite large sales gains for all women's apparel departments except 
hosiery, while sizable gains were also reported for furniture and house= 
hold appliances. The pattern of September increases is not drastically 
different from that shown in the nine-months! comparison. Inventories 
were 13% higher at the beginning of September, and in the following de- 
partments stocks were more than 20% above the corresponding value a year 
earlier: furniture, radio and music, and footwear. 


Tables on Page 11 show trends in sales of food stores by pro- 
vinces for chains and independents separately. Chain store increases ex- 
ceeded those for independents in all but the Maritime Provinces. 


The chart on Page 3 shows sales trends in recent months for the 
three food trades. 
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Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon, and Northwest Territories 
are not included in the published results. 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 


By , Provinces ; and Kinds of Busi ness 
(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


September, 1949 Over September, 1948 


a —— se 
Kind of Business 


| Mar’ 
k.| Alta. 
or Store | CANADA | Prov, Que.| Ont.| Man, | Sas Cole 


i a a 


Meat cooscveccevcscsvecvrece + £.0 
Country General ceccccececce 
Department cecccrcscescveeccs 
Variety ceccesccccvesses00 000 
Motor Vehicle. .cceoosccccccce 
Garage and Filling Station. 

Wen’? s Clothing secsccscseses 
Family Clothing coccsecccece 
Women’s Clothing .coccescecce 
DHE [ss alee w ea eu es weet oeoceee 
HAYAUWATE sesccccccccvervvece 
Lumber and Building Material 
Purniture cescovscccsscceves 
Appliance and Radio ..ccocce 
Restaurant 


eseseo00ec0oe@200980090 


Goal and Wood fo.«e. 


e0e0000 


Drug @oseoe80 


oeecoseeoeve ses oo0go + E59 


+ 4,7 | 415,0] + 1.0}= 4.5 
Jewellery aay cide deanna eh « 


+ 
iss) 
[7] 
~ 


414,58 +2768) T1600 1? Dee 


LD ane ee, Se eee + 4.7 412.5 |2- 9.514 5.7| (a) 


All Others fh EEE MME DIE A So + es KS) Sas + oe 8 +105 0) 5 ce 9 + Org @) 
(a) Unchanged.  (b) Not available. (c re Sales upon which comparisons are based in=_ 


clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to.its removal in 
March, 1949, 
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Kind of Business 
or Store 
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Man, | Sask. “Alta 


Total, All Trades 


Grocery & Combination .... +15.0 


MEAt .eccvccccccsecccvcres 419.0 ben Cs 
Ceunvry General wisecoctsc £05.38 
Departient) 's. 05's ce etse sss] 8.5 + 7.4 
WEPAGCY Seccccsecsncceseest +.6,.9 5 i aa 6 
Motor Vehicle .ececccovvcest +20,0 UA Des) 
Garage & Filling Station..}| +10,8 +20,.5 
Men's Clothing cecccceccee| + 0,6 = 3,0 
Family Clothing seccccececes + 0,8 + 0.4 
Women's. Clothing cesscccest + 4.6 are ol 
SHOC eocosscccccccsvcccces| + 3,7 “12.2 


Hardware eoCHaSOPOHOHFGSFFFCHHH OD + Ceo ee) oO, = bale 


Lumber & Building Matorial 415.3 1+ 5.4 1416.9] = 8.5 
Furniture eeceoeoaeeOoed0082 he Bee + 6,0 412,56 -11,8 
Appliance & Radio @0e08000 AST: (a) + 9.9 1 0,3 


Restaurant eecooeeecose0008 


t Sek [TF 860 Peo eo ereeee 


Coal & Wood eoeeeovo sou eed @ 
PIT Ge aPsle-8 ieee ee sis 8 0.4.0 810-3 6 9 6 
Jewellery (c) eccescesosed 


Tobacco @eeHoo0ee F898 0980 S008 


All Others @eeveeaoeet?e 200860 SRA Px tate canoes A — 
) Unchanged. (b) Not available. Sales upon which comparisons are based in- 
clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in 


March, 1949. 
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These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories, 
Inventories are at selling value, 


— ee ne re ae ne ae ee ae 
ee : 1 A a et a eR eh a A a ec ee 
. . —— Ce ec cca emo 


Q 
Department vicina amare lol __ vemos 
Sept, | Sept. | % Change, Aug.31,| Aug.3l ie Change, 

1948 1949 [1949/48 , 1948 


Re AN BOM GH To loo MM MAG Goh Mfc SM NE "Soo | 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS | 70,707 | 76,172| + 7.7 {183,180 


1. Women's dresses, coats, 
BN SULTS scovccssaccese S097 Sry AC ee Te, 2¢0 


' 
@e Girls* and infants'woar.| 3,832 4,564 Tet hg TE 


6 
ear 
oa) ‘@ 

(ea) 


Dey enosiery Gnd “PLOVES | ws. 2,965 | 2,459 | + 4,1 5, ¢16 5,559 
4, -Lingerie and -corsets: +. 2,820 | 


De Millinery @é¢eeo008 RD O27 OH HOG Ly 042 


7. Men's and boys! clothing 


Peuments aid.enuidrouts lo... | | Me eine Co fl Se etrRr al il ; 
apparel ~ (Total,1-5)..| 18,954 | 20,792 | + 9.7 40,508 147,693 | 41797 
and furnishings ....+e.| 8,365 | 8,968] + 7.2 | 23,612 | 26,887 | 413.9 
8. Drugs, toilet articles cs a 
and preparations 5 .s<e. 1, ool 1,435 5 oval Get 4,413 4,284 ) = 2.9 
+ 
ed EROCG COCs “secs 6.6% tees gor SerOo te nasO 16,249 [18,754 | +1554 
| | 
Os Smallwares evxOCHXESFxX0000 2,098 | 2,162 ar Soe 7,694 7,849 | +r Zao 
11. Food and kindred products 4,887 4,536 | 11,98 5 220 3.4546 =6,0 
12, Furniture (including mat | oe | 
tresses and springs )...| 4,164 4,741 | +509 10,082 Taran enSii 4220 
35° Home furnishings .seeese 5,145 { 5,402 +7 5,0 21,468 ZO, 108 | +104 
14, Household appliances and | ' 
electrical supplies .e.| 2,971 $,009 ] *29,9 5,852 6 , 842 417.5 
15. Hardware and kitchen , 
MUONS ES) odes ed «66 16 6406 2,846 2,951 T'S 8,858 8,589 + 266 
16. Radios, musical instru= 
ments and supplies ..o. 1,020 1,105 | * 3,5 3,407 4,170 422 44 
17. Shoes and other footwear 5,005 | 5,290 | a all 9 Pd / 14,541 17,631 421,35 
18. Stationery, books and , : 
WECAZINOG. gy cen cee wees 3 1,298 1,405] + 8.2 3,818 3,834 054 
19, All other departments, . ‘ 
POCA Sew ego w hoes ee nes 8,018] +14.0 UL STS). Legos +177 


K Comparisons aré are based on inventories at the beginning of September in the ‘two years. 


Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS- 


January-September, 1948 and 1949 


Provinces 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS 


Women's dresses, coats, 
and Suits ccocccccecces 


Girls’ and infants‘wear, 
Hosiery and gloves coce 
Lingerie and corsets oo 


Millinery .coecccesccccec, 
Women's and children's 
apparel = (Total,1-5), 
Men's and boys!’ clothing 
and furnishings <<» 
Drugs, toilet articles 
and preparations .ocoes 


PISCE FOOdS) sceocecssos® 
Smallwares ©009000000008 


Food and kindred products 
Furniture (including 
mattresses and springs. 


Home furnishings e.ecceoce 
Household appliances 
and electrical supplies 
Hardware and kitchen 
MUON SIVS waa es cacen sess 


» Radios, musical instru= 


ments, and supplieseece. 


Shoes and other footwear 
Stationery, books, and ~ 
MAZAZINGS sevcceccacecs 
All other departments, 
total 


@e090 CHRX VOKHBOHOO090 


1948 


($000) 


521 , 581 


ee 


61 ,626 
18,997 
16,135 


19,472 


5 5547 


Lei ,ttT 


54,294 
11,912 
40,493 
16,018 
44,868 
35,186 
42 ,648 
21,179 
26,588 

7,407 
34,619 


7,699 


1949 


Agena) 


565,991 


70,229 
22 ,656 
16,420 
22 ,295 
62559 

137,959 
58,690 
12,625 
43 ,439 
16,559 
40 ,072 
39,868 
45,021 
25,773 
28,099 

8,016 
37,700 
8,137 


64,033 


% Change. 


1949/1 948 


‘0 


+ 8,9 
aR 


+ieao 
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RETAT. FOOD TRADE 


Chain Stores 


Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 14% higher in 
September, 1949 than in September, 1948, Total sales were estimated to be 
$37,061,300 in September this year and $32,561,500 in the same month of 1948, 


Chain Food Store Sales in September, 1948 and 1949 


Estimated Sales 


% Change, 


Region rare a ape 28 ate eee September, 1949 
September, 1948 September, 1949 September, 1946 
Sut Laser we Be See Le aes 
CANADA @©ecveeo08 ©6006 __ 325561 ,500 eS 4 57 3061 , 300 + at 36 8 


Maritime Provinces . 1,240,300 1,266,300 foo 
EE DOCH aegis s+ se ols ere 5,967,700 7,203,000 42067 
tease eA OM eis ola sieve, ae 17,685 ,200 19,996,700 +1351 
Breiy,ie Provinces... 4,291 ,700 4,922,900 +14,.7 
British Columbia ... 3,278,600 3,672,400 Oey 


Independent Stores 

An increase of 3% occurred in sales of independent food stores in 
September, Increases were recorded in every province with the exception of 
British Columbia which showed a fractional decrease, 


Indopendent Food Store Sales in September, 1948 and 1949 


(oe ee ee 
Se 


i i rR a 
ES 


Estimated Sales % Change, 
Region bach ences ee September, 1949 
September, 1948 eptember, 
3 co A Sere 


CENKDAI Pee ee 70,492 ,600 72 ,856 ,200 ot 504 
Maritime Provinces ... 7,670,600 8,215,200 tel Gy 
OU OC i ireulelale eigceeiele'e 3/6 25,744,700 24,552 ,000 + 3,4 
TREO LLOL cee swivie sa oes 23,245,500 24,012 ,600 + 3,3 
MrT] GOUG! 5's s 5 4's ete wien 9'e 3,074,600 3,185,500 + 356 
Saskatchewan ooocovvvos 3,437,100 3,485,200 + 144 
BEMOTUR) Comb wiergrersieei oie 0 4,064,400 4,166,000 +.2.5 
British Columbia ....s 5,255,700 5,259,900 = 0,5 
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Canada's retail trade in October was estimated at $696 
millions, a moderate 2.2% increase over the October, 194% total of 
$682 millions. Sales were also up slightly from the September, 
1949 total of #685 millions. The October increase was among the | 
smallest this year. Sales in the first ten months of 1949 were 

.5% above those in the similar period a year ago. The moderate 
increase of October, 1949 sales over the same month a year ago may 
be attributed in some degree to the particularly large volume of 
trade in October, 1948 when sales were 12.4% higher than October, 
1947 sales. Changes in sales volume in October were probably un- 
affected by seasonal factors since there was the same number of 
shopping days and Saturdays in this month in 194@ and 1949, 


Twelve of the 21 trades had sales increases in October, 
and these ranged from +0.3% for grocery and combination stores to 
#14.7% for motor vehicle dealers. October increases for some of 
the more important trades, with January-to-October gains in brack- 
ets, were as follows: grocery and combination stores, +0.3% (+ 6%) ; 
country general stores, -2% (unchanged); furniture, -1% (+0.4%); 
hardware, +2% (+3%); drug stores, -1% (+4%); restaurants, +z, 
(+44) Practically all trades making up the retail sales total 
showed evidence of moderation in October. Sales increases did not 
reach the high levels of the January-to-September cumulative in- 
creases, and sales decreases, particularly in the apparel group, 
exceeded the declines in sales recorded in the same period. 


Provincial sales increases 
varied considerably. Alberta and 
Saskatchewan recorded the only large 
gains over the same month a year ago, 
with increases of 7% and 11% respec-— 
tively. Most other provinces reported 
gains approximating the average gain 
of 2.2% for Canada. 


TOTAL RETAIL TRADE-CANADA 


MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 


In the first ten months of 
1949, Manitoba and Onterio recorded 
gains of 12% and 6% respectively over 
the comparable period of 1948, while 
their October, 1949 increases over 
October, 1948 amounted to only 14. 
Alberta's gain of aie during the Jan- 
uary-to-October, 1949 period was much 
higher than the 7% increase recorded 
for October, 1949. Sales gains for 
October in other provinces did not 
attain the proportions of those re- 


corded during the first nine months 
of 1949, 
, . Department store sales and inventories for October, 1948 


Ze 
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and 1949 are given on Page 8. Sales in October, 1949 showed a 
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slight increase over the same month a year he with the selling value of 
inventories at the poeta e of October 11% higher Stocks were higher 
for most lines of women's and children's clothing, shoes and household 
durables. Food department inventories showed the only large decrease 
(37%). This decline may be accounted for, to a large degree, as result- 
ing from the elimination of food departments by several large department 
stores. 


Retail food trade sales for October, shown on Page 9, increased 
. - a 
4% in the case of chain retailers, while independent food merchants showed 
a decrease of 2%. 


The chart on Page 3 shows trends from 1947 onwards for the four 
trades constituting the apparel group. 


Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon, and Northwest Territories 
are not included in the published results. 


Price 25 cents 


MONTHLYS SALES 
APPARELASTORES 


MILLION 
DOLLARS 


DOLLARS 
20 ny 
SHOE “STORES 


ee 
WOMEN'S CLOTHING STORES 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 


By Provinces and Kinds of Business 
(Without Adtustment for Price Changes ) 


October, 1949 Over October, 1948 


Kind of Business 


Bre 
or Store CANADA! Prov. Que. Ont » Mane Sask, |Alta.icol, 


a | he) ee 


Total, Ati Eredes .delaeves BZ 28 | * 142 2 O07 + 1.1 es +il oc + hes + ry / 


eeseeoeeceoaveee 


Grocery & Combination ....00} * 3 | = 005 = 008] > 0.4] + 1.4] + 2.7/4 502] + 5,3 
Meat EROa hs uke. = 342 |'= 265 = 6,5| = 0.5| + 7o4 | -13,1/* 2.5} = 4,8 
Country General cecccccecsec| ~ Zel | = 635 | > i = 660] — 4,3 | + 6, 91450.5] & OS 
Department Pisaciies Peae PRS | (a) | - 3.0| = 2.21 + 5,0 1+ 1.6) 959) © 6.7 
Variety Po ra: hes ara re | (a) | + 3.2) = 9.1.)< 2,1/41525| = 9.6 
Motor Vehicle .oeseseoseeece| t14e7 | +2947 #1763 | + 8.7| -10.8 | #18.2\+38.4| +16,8 
Garage & Filling Station am +20 ed | + 9,4 + 5.0 | + 9,8| + 3,8 | +15.017* 0,4) Pee 
Men's Clothing eee “11.4 | -17.9 | 121] 12.8] 15.1 | (a)/- 6a] - 9,6 
Family Clothing 1 ae eee -14.7 | =12.9 | =15.6! -17.4| -1091 ua = 8,7| =10.2 
Women's Clothing ; eee fel =136l | o13,7 =19,.9} =15.5 | = 9,8 - lecl= S461 = 4.9 
| 
Sides) Shit) ae... cy ee biieel rane | ~ 1.91) +10.8 | = 3.8] 2 ayaa ope ee 
Hardware igi deee reed i | = 4,8 Seance BS. 5iF 250 = en 
Lumber & Building Material .| + 1,3 | =15,4 | = 64 | + 0.3] + 8,2 | +10,6|< 0.5) = 0.6 
Furniture Lae aes ee = 1,3 % 1.2 +15 |. #6ge z 565|> Teli = 4e8 
Appliance and Radio seacubieat + 0.9 | sapere = 8.8 a aA TS : (b) |- 4.1] = 2.6 
ROSUAOTANS Geedxecaeak vs a + 4,2 = 4,9 © 5.1 + 7.5} (b) |= 0,6/+ 6.8] + 0.7 
Rol NOON Sees avidswees vue ie Os | 4e4 | = 5.5) = 4.7) + 8.9] (b) [= 405] #2566 
MOOG (Ag vanes cunt meneth eS | = 167 4 (a) | + 0.5) = 1,8 ke Zelj= leSiwe Lee 
Jewellery (c) he ey uae a | = 3,0 | = a + 604 + 2,6 #2191 |+10,0 + 3.0) 
\ i 
Tobacco Aneaduttaassadnssenal + 6,8 | (a ) hae 8,1} + 9,0 (a) e 9,51+ 5e7| = 13 
| 


All Other ....., +5.5 [+24 | +0.7] + 4,5] + 3.4 
(a) Unchanged. (6) Not available, 


include the 25% Federal 


+29.9|+ 6,8] + 4.0 


: (c) Sales upon which comparisons are b 
Tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in March, 1 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


Jan,-Oct., 1949 Over Jan,~-Oct,. ,1948 


et 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


CANADA 


% 
Total, All Trades ... +65 


Grocery & Combination ...« TW 68 
MOU Ss cca scccencccceves | T 6,5 
Country General cecsecoce \ 
DSpPATEMONT, sees ciedc cesses 

ME MONS «iin beeeie te lee «cle. | 
MOUOT? VON TCL. eiereieieve's-e'e-e's | 
Garage & Filling Station. | 

Mer" is CVLOUNINE!, ss 'n0' 6 06 | 
POM VéCLOCHING ee<-60 sre | 
Women's: Chothing ws.5'. sss | 

NGG? Tine & ory o's «bin leree sis 6 66 | + 2,5 
HA OWE LS Fy 6 a ysis ove 9-0 ¥eine oy) of Poet 
Lumber & Building Material 
Furniture: .csssrsreessews 
Appliance and Radio .esee 


+1.8|/4+6.7 + : #15,1| + 2.5 


BESURUTOUG Sees cree ereaee | T S6S + Teo 
Moat Guid IWOOU- Jecscvseess - 5Se7 =15,2 = Go} +6. = 5,0) = 261 tue 
BROE res to teks csr veer wees ik tt Oeo + Tei 
Jewellery Lore, + 6.4 + 8,9 PE Lt feet = F29—e0) 4° 2,61 Fo) 


+ Se4eh 25 - 226 


HO go Mi te Oly +10.8; + 4.9; + 1.4 
Tobacco C9OKL7OCHHSO LHF HOH HR OOD 


+19,4) + 5,5 


Bi POUNEYS. oes csep tes cnes + 5,8 }+10,.q4 +22.7 
a) Unchanged. Sales upon which comparisons are 
based include the 25% Federal Tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in 
March, 1949, 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTOR IES 
October, 1948 and October, 1949 
Lied al Meats es hac 2 SL Bead iba 


These figures are estimates of total department stor: sales and inventories. 
Inventories are at selling value, 


Department 


INVENT OR IES™ 
October] % Change,| Sept.30,| Sept.30,|% Change, 
1949 | 1949/1948} 1948 1949 |1949/1948 
($000 ) 


q ($000) ($000) % 
82 , 938 + O.c 180, 986 201 ,082 ml ee Ul 


18,227 | 22,638 | +242 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS 


1, Women's dresses, coats, 
and SUITS cceocccseccccs 11 ,417 12 OTS 


2. Girls' and Infants! wear 4,067 4,590 6,754 8,565 426.8 
3. Hosiery and gloves .eceoe 2,980 2,854 5,922 5,420 - &,5 
4, Lingerie and corsets eee 7,428 8,247 +116,.0 
De MiLLinery secssacccodesss 829 933 +125 


6. Women's and children's 

apparel =- (Total, 1-5). | 22,614 | 22,523 
7e Men's and boys'clothing 

and furnishings «.ccece | 11,075 10,638 
8. Drugs, toilet articles, 

and preparations .weeceoe 1,460 1,499 


39,160 | 45,801 | +17.0 
24,285 27,010 +1142 
4,371 “Sey Joni oT 
9, Piece goods ..ceccccesee | 55987 5,882 15,377 17,270 412.3 
10, Smal lwares Sc aan 2,612 2,561 7,925 Valen = 2,5 
11, Food and kindred products] 5,884 4,928 


12. Furniture (including mat- 
tresses and springs)... | 4,742 5,304 


5,345 3,375 | =36.9 


9,620 11,659 +2142 


15, Home furnishings .ceccee oy ror 5, 981 


20,800 20, 961 +10,4 
14, Household appliances and 


electrical supplies ... 3,186 3,948 5,394 5,990 i AS 8 
15, Hardware and kitchen 

McGag 308 ea emis dene en % 2,986 3,105 7,960 8,014 + 0.7 
16, Radios, musical instru= 

ments and supplies .... | 1,439 1,404 3,086 4,109 +331 


17, Shoes and other Pootwear 5 5568 5,655 
18, Stationery, books, and 


magazines CFCC OCHO 290 1,073 1,095 
19, All other departments, 


total SCOSFSF SF FF eL eee BO 7,886 8,415 


rib 14,724" }°27,241 | at7 el 


sae 3,745 3,754 | + 0,2 


& Comparisons are based on inventories a 
Canada totals do not include Newfoundla 


t the beginning of October in the two years. 
nd figures, 


RETAIR FOOD TRADE 


Chain Stores 


Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 4% higher in October, 
1949, than in October, 1948, Total sales were estimated to be $38,414,000 in 
October this year and $36,860,800 in the same month of 1948, 


Chain Food Store Sales in October, 1948 and 1949 


Estimated Sales 


October, 1948 


% Change, 
October, 1949 
October, 1948 


October, 1949 


CANADA .wwcce 56,860,800 ___ 38,414,000 ae + 4,2 
Maritime Provinces... 1.,6595200 1,337,400 =- 1,6 
MODOC He cco cs eas 4 0.0 6,856, 900 7,014,600 +256 
OMGE FLO. siaieice.e s ¢ osieie's 2056 2.4100 21,087, 300 + 4,1 
Prairie Provinces ... 4,676,900 4,956,000 +7650) 
British Columbia ..oo 6,715,800 4,018 , 700 + Bee 


Independent Stores 


A decrease of 2% occurred in sales of independent food stores in October, 
Sales were up 4% in Alberta, 1% in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Lower sales were 
shown by other provinces for October, 1949, compared with Uctober, 1948, 


Independent Food Store Sales in October, 1948 and 1949 


gl ne Sa rae ng ee rer eee eae 


| Estimated Sales % Change, 


Region SNS ol RO OE Tt PE Sire Foon I October, 1949 
| October, 1948 October, 1949 Gerrans ae 
ee BS See rn ee ee ee me 
CANADA ..... | _72,836,600 » ie 522 400 oP Nar, 
faritime Provinces .. 8,104,000 8,071,600 = 0,4 
GuSbhoPat sec dcssdesun tebe696 100 25,186,600 = Ce 
giterso ee see. ee | 22,418 ,800 22,411,800 stars 
Meni tobatsch tect, vs tee | 30116 2500 3,134,200 + 0,6 
Saskatchewan s..ecees | 3,218,200 3,260,000 41.3 
Arbera, cM were ele 3,938,100 4,087,700 + 3.8 
British Columbia s.e6 | 5,445,900 5,440,500 aout 
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Canada's retail trade in November totalled $661 millions 

a modest 2% above the November, 1948 total of $650 millions, but 
down 5% from the October, 1949 total of $697 millions. Evidence of 
the moderation apparent in the previous month was continued in No- 
vember. Dollar sales in the first eleven months of 1949 were 6% 
higher than in the corresponding period of 1948. There was the 
same number of shopping days and Saturdays in November of both 
years. 


Twelve trades reported increases and nine, decreases in 
November. With few exceptions, these percentage changes fell with- 
in a narrow margin of the overall increase of 2% for all trades. 
Largest increases were those of 15% for coal and wood yards, 12% 
for shoe stores and 9% for garages and filling stations. 


The sharpest reversal occurred in the case of motor ve- 
hicle dealers. Their November sales were practically unchanged 
from the previous vear, a result which contrasted with the large 
gains recorded throughout the earlier part of 1949, The explana- 
tion lies in the fact that shipments to dealers fell off during 
November as a result partially of strikes affecting motor vehicle 
production and the slowing of production in some plants as a re- 
sult of assembly—line changeover. 


; 


November's retail trade in- 
creases by provinces were all fairly 
close to the 2% increase for Canada 
% CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE as a whole. This was a result which 

By MoNTHS contrasted with the rather widely 

varying trend in recent months. Four 
provinces recorded increases, ranging 
from Manitoba's 1% to Ontario's 4%. 
The other three provinces showed de- 
creases, the largest being 3% for the 
Maritimes. Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta recorded increases of 114, 
13% and 13% respectively in the Janu- 
ary~to-November, 1949 period over the 
same 11 months of 1948. These were 
in all cases much higher than the 
gains shown by November results. 
° British Columbia's 1% decrease in No- 
SEM Ba MODs le Ne Sg Nee Des vember also represented a decline 
compared with the 5% increase for the 
first eleven months of 1949. On the 
other hand, the Maritimes recorded a 
3% decrease in November and a 2% in- 
crease in the January-to-November period. Quebec and Ontario sales 
in November showed little chenge from the increases reported in the 
first eleven months of this year. 


1949/8 


=) 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 


Department store sales and inventories are compared on Page 8, 
The selling value of inventories at the begiming of November was 14% 
higher against an increase of 4% in sales for November. Stocks for most 
lines of wearing apparel were considerably higher. Women's and children's 
apparel, shoe, furniture, appliance, radio, and music department inven- . 
tories were all up 20% or more over the corresponding value a year ago. 
Food department inventories showed the only extensive decrease (30%), this 
being mainly accounted for by the curtailment of food departments by 
certain of the larger departmental firms. 


Retail food store sales are reviewed on Page 9. There was a 10% 
increase in the case of chain retailers. Independent food merchants! 
sales declined 1% in November. 


The chart on Page 3 shows trends from 1947 onwards for furniture, 
appliance and automotive trades. 


etme en clo ee ee 


Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon, and Northwest Territories 
are not included in the published results. 


Price 25 cents 


MONTHLY SALES 
FURNITURE — APPLIANCE —-AUTOMOTIVE 
MILLION T RADES MILLION 


DOLLARS DOLLARS 
20 


20 


FURNITURE STORES 


APPLIANCE AND 
RADIO: God ORES 


MOTOR VEHIGBE 
DEALERS 


W® a FAL) 
L ‘ 

60 %. 60 

ae \ 

rae \ 
Le. = ae +50 

wo GARAGES AND 
FILLING _ STATIONS 


4 PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
rovinees and Kinds of Business 


P 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


November, 1949 Over November, 1948 
ee LEC LEAL LLL LI ALLS L ISIS LD 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


% 
Total, All Trades ....--+} +1,.7] = 3.2 
Grocery and Combination ..04 +2.5] = 647 
MGR: Vobeubbsdieeenaceseeccal. Siadst. | * Del 
Country General eesccccecess @ Sel | — Tol 
Department secccoscccescccep * 5e8 | *10.1 
TROIS cde teeGurenssiseeset F Onl Putas 
Motor V@hicl6 Jescescevveces + 0,2 | =15,8 
Garage and Filling Station ,j + 9,1 | = 2,9 
Men's Clothing scecscccssecd = 465°] = 6,5 
Family Clothing eeesecercced = 208 | = 0.7 
Women's. Clothing .weccscscesg = 8.5 | = 1,5 
GEIS ae nA ORES CRS Case niae eg Tine Dm Bel 
HArdWAYre sescecccesccccccced = 506 | = 88 
Lumber and Building Material] = 2,9 | -18,4 
PUTIN aiid un Panidtes cased ~%-Oahivilewel cA 
Appliance and Radio .eesescod - 1.3 | = 2,6 
Restaurant ..cccccccccceeseg = 0,5 |- + 6,0 
Coal and Wood .eeccoseseceed 414.6 | + 1,9 
PROM Gs GsuiaWeielpcbed chsekated flail (a) 
Jewellery (co) coreccocccsced + 254 (a) 
HMORO | iaisina san Can veda vesnd + 460 (a) 
a oe ree oe 36 
(a) Unchanged (b) Not available 


are based include the 25% Federal T 


March, 1949, 


I 
+ 2o1 
* 6.6 


a 642 es) 


1.5 


+ 7,4 


(c) Sales upon which comparis 


ax levied at consumer level prior to its removal 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


Jane-Nov., 1949 Over Jan,=Nov., 1948 


Mar. Br. 


ind of Business 
PEE yeaa ms CANADA| pyoy, | Ques | Ont, | Man, | Sask, | Alta, 


or Store 


PoOerei) Adie Fades i's se ses 
Grocery and Combination .eo. 
Meat socceecccrevvccceccsees 
Weurary \FSNSrTel | pecs ees sieve 
Department .secccccescescsco 
Variety cecccceccvccscvscccce 
Motor Vehicle eeccoccoccecs 
Garage and Filling Station,,. 
Men's Clothing? Sdecaseeessss 
Family Clothing sesesscecse| - 165|- 105] = 3.4/1 41.6 ]- 6.5| = 3.6| + 2.4] = 3.5 
Women's Clothing esescvocscece tiie | = 0.6 - 2,01 + 1.8 | #16,0] 410.4] + 3,2 f= 3,4 
SHOG  seccescccsescecscvcees + 3.5} + 0.6) + 9.0; + £47) + 5.9] + 7.6) 414.91 912.7 
Ares EieetussesceKsnese lt titel | =seeel Pel | Peer Tegner 1 y0 [ot Bes 
Lumber & Builcing Material , 42 tO bt Oe ae cop OMmerinigas © Gyo | T1O, Staten hag 
Priore El sat es.os dae Wiese ee 20,7 = bee her ee ee Soe #66) to B.C Cee 
Appliance and Radio® teecece! + See| Toe VOT F Tee; 456,57 + 5.6) + 2.1} * 4.915% Ose 
Restaurant! cecscscscasasoe |. ¢ tek] S10G8) FO.7 irl, ecl + Go) eG) B4g5 | Pie 
Coal and. Wood? dsleceecccet are Col | Steam = Tek ela. Ot Sy4)— 6b =2,9). thee 
DYUES Ue fe costs Se cuesSek@ao ees |e 5.3 | Folate Ree ih. G pero 4.68 410.0 |. 4 45 |. toga 
Jewellery Co) eseseoe| * 6.0] + 7.9] + Oo | + 6.1] 416.1] 426.4] + 2,8] + 8,5 
TODAECO . odeiececcevcertavess|. + 506| * Sal} + 6,2] # 8.5] + 2,3] - 2,8} 410.6| = 540 


All Others ©6€06090000900080900 + Gent + S.6 | + He SC al + 5e4 + 9,4} +22 04] 417.8] te Layrat 
(a) Unchanged (b) Not available. (c) Sales upon which comparisons .are 
based include the 25% Federal Tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in 
March, 1949, 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTOR IES 
November, 1948 and November, 1949 
a LO EC CD 


These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories. 
; Inventories are at selling value, 


Department 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS | 


Women's dresses, coats, 


and SUitS wvegcecesesed 
Girls' and infants! wean 
Hosiery and gloves seced 
Lingerie and corsets .oog 


Millinery @eeeo0eot@ e000 @ 


Women's and children's 


apparel = (Total, 1-5)d 


Men's and boys’ clothing 
and furnishings eooscecd 
Drugs, toilet articles, 
and preparations ..cco, 


PISCOLEOOGE Weiaws sees a 
Smal lwares Ce OCCCeee2 206 0¢ 


Food & kindred products, 
Furniture (including 
mattresses anc springs 


Home furnishings .eccccd 
Household appliances & 
electrical supplies .o4d 
Hardware and kitchen 
utensils @2eSeO9%2000008 
Radios, musical instrue 
ments and supplies soo 


Shoes and other footweay 
Stationery, books, and | 
magazines 


OFO9SB 299000004 


All other departments, 


total 


SCOP SSC HHZTO0E HOD 


November | November 


1948 


89,664 


11,460 
3,706 
3,309 


3,251 


22,530 
11,000 
1,960 
5,601 
3,142 
6,495 
4,595 
6,177 
3,301 
3,008 
1,618 
6,219 


1, 907 


ee VOCAL“. de) 1.2511) 
& Comparisons are based on inventories 


($000) | &% 
93 ,045 pat: 
11,490 
4,333 
3,574 
3,535 
842 
23,574 | 
11,686 
1,970 
5,595 
3,071 
5,325 
4,707 
6,453 
3,885 
3,070 
1,604 
6,792 
1,933 + 1,4 


13,380 | +10.5 


: SALES by INVENTORIES” 


($000 ) 


% Change/Oct, 31,] Oct. 31, 
1949 1949/48 ‘1948 1949 


211,874 


% Change 
1949/48 


he 


+13,7 


+23,1 
+32.0 
- 0.9 
+17.9 
+17.0 
+19.7 
#1341 
+ 6,3 
+10.8 
- 2.3 
29,9 
#2607 
+ 9.1 
#2354 
sale 
42.942 
#19.5 
+ 6.3 


+20.9 


at the beginaing of November in the two yearse 
Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures, 


RETAIL FOOD TRADE i) 


Chain Stores 

Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 10% higher in November, 
1949, than in November, 1948, Total sales were estimated to be $37,712,400 in 
November this year and $34,418,500 in the same month of 1948, 


Chain Food Store Sales in November, 1948 and 1949. | 


Estimated Sales % Change, 
Region eT a November, 1949 
November, 1948 November, 1949 November, 1948 
$ $ he 
CANADA .s.eescss | __ 34,428,300 | 37,712,400 + 9,6 
Maritime Provinces ... 1,263 ,800 1,280,200 Hoes 
QUEDEC cocccesccoscose 6,578,500 6,997 ,200 + 9,7 
DUCATI TO Tie 000% caw sine 18,873,900 20,807,600 +10.2 
Prairie Provinces coo 4,285,800 4,857,000 413,35 
British Columbia secoo | 3,616,300 | 3,770,400 + 4,3 


Independent Stores 


Independent food merchants" sales declined 1% in November, Maritime sales 
were down 8%, while in Saskatchewan and Manitoba sales were up 4% and 5% respectively. 
Other provinces recorded little variation from November, 1948 sales. 


Independent Food Store Sales in November, 1948 and 1949 


% Change, 


Estimated Sales 
Region cl etch ni sso es Nieto OVS OT 1) ee 
November, 1948 November, 1949 November, 1948 
t $ I, 
CANADA 29000 67 ,898 , 900 67,207,200 = 1,0 
Maritime Provinces eee. 7,856,800 7,209,900 - 8,0 
Quebec 6000060000099 9680 23,575,500 23,764,100 + 0.8 
Ontario COFCO HFO8HHOLOOE 21,558,600 21 »192,100 = 1.7 
Manitoba ees Svea Re 2,905 ,400 3,050, 700 +°6.0 
Saskatchewan o,esececes 2,801,800 2,899, 900 + 3,5 
IRUDOTtR Tos cc0s 000.000 0's 3,792,600 3,792 ,600 (a) 
British Columbia  oeecoo = 2e4 


5,428,200 5,297,900 


(a) Unchanged 


eo Ok 


OTTAWA 
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RETAIL TRAD Piste Ge aee vy DECEMBER 1020 


More dollars were spent in Canada's retail stores in De- 


cember, 1949 than in any previous month. 
3% higher than the 


to $791,420,000, 


$770,450,000 in December, 1948. 


Total retail trade 
previous all-time 


amounted 
record of 


Last year saw a new peak established in annual volume of 


retail sales also. 
above the 1948 total 


A preliminary estimate 
of $7,276,720,000. 


of $7,695,340,000 was 6% 
Sales were higher in all 


months of 1949 compared with 1948, although the rate of increase moder- 
ated slightly during the last few months of the year. 


Christmas buying, 


cember sales, 
stores, 
trade, 


wear stores, 44; 


was as active in 1949 as in the preceding year. 

customarily popular gift centres, 
although sales fell slightly short 
Decreases in the three types of clething stores were as follows: 
women's wear stores, 5%; 


on De- 
Apparel 
did a flourishing Christmas 
of those in December, 1948. 
men’s 
and family clothing stores, 


always an important influence 


7h. Merchants of durable goods ended the year with substantial Decen- 


ber sales increases. 


Appliance and radio stores 


showed a gain of 23% 


in sales, while furniture and jewellery stores marked up advances of 7% 


and 6% respectively. 


In most other trades, 


results for December were 


close to the average gain in total retail trade (3%). 


7 CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 


BY PROVINCES 
Oo  +5% +107 


+157% 


CANADA 
MAR. PROV. 
QUEBEC 

ONTARIO 

MANITOBA 
SASKATCHEWAN |apsrsuserssesmmeerenem — 
ALBERTA 
BR. COLUMBIA = fgg 


where. 


from 2% to 5% higher. 
for Quebec and moderate increases else- 


Sales in 1949 exceeded 
1948 volume for 16 of the 20 individ~ 
val trades covered in the series. In 
the four cases where decreases occur- 
red, namely country general stores, 
men's clothing stores,family clothing 
stores, and coal and wood dealers, 
they were quite moderate and repre- 
sented no real diminution from the 
previous year's level. Apart from 
the 17% increase for motor vehicle 
dealers and al0% gain for garages 
and filling stations, the increases 
enjoyed by the majority of trades 
were of moderate proportions. 


All gh a reported 
higher sales in 1949 compared with 
1948. The Prairie Provinces profited 
from increased cash farm income and 
industrial expansion brought about by 
he extension of oil developments. 


t 
Retail trade was up 12% in Alberta and Saskatchewan and 11% in Manitoba. 


In other provinces, sales were 
in sales showed a 1% decrease 


December changes 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 


Department store sales for December and for the full 
years of 1948 and 1949 are compared in tables on Pages 9 and 10, Stock 
comparisons for December are also shown on Page 9. The cumlative 
results reveal that largest sales gains were those for women's apparel 
departments (except hosiery), furniture and household appliances, 
December, 1949, increases did not differ greatly from the pattern for 
the full year except the music department which reported a December 
gain of 12% as compared with a cumulative annual gain of only 7%. 
Inventories were 11% higher at the beginning of December, 1949, from 
the same date of the preceding year. Household appliance and radio 
and music departments reported stocks more than 20%:above the corres- 
ponding value.a year earlier. 


Retail food trade sales for December, 1949, shown on 
Page 11, increased 17% in the case of chain retailers, while independent 
food merchants showed an increase of only 1%. . 


The chart on Page 6 shows trends from 1947 onwards for 
the hardware, building material, and fuel trades. 


@Qeeeuosora 


Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon, and Northwest 
Territories are not included in the published results, 


Price 25 cents 


MONTHLY SALES 
HARDWARE-— BUILDING MTLS,- FUEL 


MILLION MILLION 
DOLLARS DOLLARS 
3,0 


aie di Se ore 
HARDWARE STORES 


@e 
de] 
° 
Oe og Nn ee Co eg te ® 
a ee 
eee 


LUMBER AND BUILDING 
MATERIAL DEALERS 


Bees ie 
e 
oo 


° 
ee 
ee 
aeeeveeeoee oe oe o 
eoee ® 


° 
OOO Oh tacwy Oe 


COAL AND WOOD YARDS 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 


By Provinces and 


inds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 
December, 1949 Over December, 1948 


Mar. i 


ates CANADA | prov, | Que Ont. Man. 
os a ak |e ee 

Total, All Trades .......| + 267] + 1.7/~ 1.4 [+ 5.0 | + 8.2 
Grocery & Combination ......| * 5.9] + 5e4/+ 2.5 |+ 7.0 + 8.4 
MeB EW ee cisco wie ons Seedy else [FOOSE beet Ope oeG) Malneiiewons 
Country General ...eceseesee| — Le? | -10.8/— 5.9 |= 2.5 | = 1.2 
VGPAruMeNt sci dcccacnscsnyace | * 4e5] + 5.5) —0 Sno Pr CeO ELO lg 
PEEL eh y Gre aeAnnwiceuimenicce bt .049), 2. Shey ut Mie, Lele, 
BOMOY (VEHi Cle swesenspaseees.| *AsG) + 707) ebb e6! eloe8 | FLOcb 
Garage & Filling Station ...| # 9.9/ +10.6 #18.8 #0 | = Get 
Men's Clothing s.sccseccsses | = 4el = 4,.8e12,7 (05.2 1425.7 
Family Clothing .....se.scoe| = 704| = 8.0] -12.4 |- 448 | (a) 
Women's Clothing s.sssceesses | — 405] a) |=99,4 | - 6.6 |e Ose 
BIOS ect eeneeevetavcenescees | = 769) = 4,51 =1108. = 9a) leleeo 
WEP CWENG Isis cece dain wthasssecs| + 157] «. 5,0) — 228 1+ 8.5 eeaes 
Lumber & Building Material .| - 8.3] + 1.9] -13.1 |-22.7 | 417.8 
PM EUTE ey Seer hence gad ss ge’ + Tell * 6 climes +120 «| RO CO 
Appliance & Radio ..........| +22.5| +#17.4 elie }r28, One Lone 
ie Lui ho 0 sens ee + 0.6) + 1.0)= 4.1 | + 5.3 | + 4.3 
RING a BiG Neu ck ea eeh.ol © Sak #12,2) 418.7 1+ 5.7 loeiawe 
Gey er eeeek oie nae «Ss aech peel ee OLT (a) | + 2.0 | #°0,6 (a) 
BEG noice secwy ews | *-600 | 1¥ GOCE et te het ver 
PODES COD dare wie were dive arena ec ae | tn Oe de L Fgh AG eA bond Fld BRS 
Ail Othere ..... + 2.9/ + 0.1 + 0.2 igee 


(a) Unchanged, 
(b>) Not available. 


(c) Sales upon which comparisons are base 
consumer level prior to, its’ removal 


Sask. 


+290 
412.5 


+L ee 


+37.5 


Alta. 


+18.3 


+24 .8 


-14.6 


d include the 25% Federal tax levied at 
in March, 1949, 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


Jan.-to-Dec., 1949 Over Jan.-to-Dec., 1948 


Ki f Busi Mar . Bre 
iia dl 
fo % vi qe qe fo qe 


Moelle PRACO'S scl ccc 0 


+ 5.0 


Grocery & Combination ....../| + 5.9| - 0.21% 4.7 |*+ 6.6 |+ 8.6 |410.7 |+12.6 | * 5.95 
Meat .esccccces Se eecitaea eres | Fs | PT Oe 
Country General ....... oe Soa ho 1 Os =e ee 
DOPE Gent Bo s-dsseoesesees| * 6.6) + Fe 


Variety .ececcses a whlete 9.515. PP bec ol ees 


Mo GOre VEG Cr sistietelc clears 00s Pa es el on oa allie ate at 


Garage & Filling Station ...| +10.4] + 5.5 


Men's Clothing .....ceeescee| - 14 | - 4-2/- 4.4 |- 169 | (ob) [+ 2.9 [+ 0.7 | - 5.5 


Family Clothing 9000080859009 es = 200 


Women's Clothing ©02e00000000 + OL, = O20 Cae Me On 


Shoe ees ecere oe eo rsoe2027000 00 809 + 2.0 = O.2 


Hardware 0000000807886 0000 oo°e MEAS = 2 ol 


Lumber & Building Material . 
Furniture cescrcceccssccsoce 
Appliance & Radio .ecvscescoe 
Restaurant Hh Reema setae 1215 
Coal & Wood .occccecccecesce 
Drug cccoscceccccssccccveses 


Jewellery {c) s.scccecsceces 


Tobacco eeneo0000000009090009°90 oa Mead cp RELL 


NL Others oeo0e 008 G06 @ aeoaon2ed ° + a. + 4,8 0 2 9.4 plese 
(a) Unchanged. (b) Not available. Sales upon which comparisons are based 
include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal 


in March, 1949. : 


Be a 
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0%6°8 


oso‘ et 082‘8 000°¢ OST‘*9P OLL‘ OE O9TSL OSE GEL | 279" eso o* ee serena 
OTL OLP O6T Ost 066° 06S°zZ els 082° SS PS ee ee ae ee ee Ore 
O22 O8s 092 OS? OgL-2 OPP *T ose ose’9 Oe teimeitiewetn(g) AiS ema 
09g*T O20" T OFS 0Z0*T 099°9 OS *Z Ott’ ft OSL FI | Sete eine es ee 
OZ0E1 Ove 096 068 °T 062°6 os9*e o89°T OS2°ST |e *kagee tee Ses POON eee eOn 
OLg ‘2 OLE’? OST ‘os2°T O08 °6 06g °¢ 088 O16‘ TZ ora * 5 ie * Ste * Ue ae en 
0%8 09% (4) 06% OS > 06 °T ose ose’s vseeecceo otpey 7 eouet tddy 
ose’ Tt OS6 062 Ost O16 °S 6TS*¢ Oe. 006° 2T ge SE See es noes eae 
069 ‘°T Ogt’s 086°2 0G6‘°T 000° 8 ote *T Ov9 OST*O? | °Tetzeqyeq dZutpting 7 s19equny] 
ose*T OOLET OLE°T OS6 000°S ose*c OS6 O89 CTL [err en os Dee 
06S O82 OFT 022 ose*s O64°2 OL> ose*s ke be oe eee 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND STOCKS 
December, 1948 and December, 1949 


These figures are estimates of total department store sales and stocks. 
Stocks are at selling value. 


SALES STOCKS* 
D 
AR AQ 949 a 949 49/48 


($000) | ($000) ($000) I 


TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..}109,540 |114,467 é ; 201,049 mat Gr 
1. Women's dresses, coats, 
GUAR SULCUS Tea a deaciccssces| LOLOOT 10,493 Dy» 18,847 +18.2 
2. Girls' and infants' wear. 3,825 4,581 A 6 (Gos +2260 
Se Hosiery and gloves ...... Sens 5 ens ' a dbo tf 
4. Lingerie and corsets .... 4,396 4,896 : ‘ ; 422.4 
BRL ELIOT Y (cen hied es ee oes 677 729 + 3.38 
6. Women's and children's . 
apparel - (Total, 1-5) . A 25,600 : : Pp +16.7 
7. Men's and boys' clothing 
SNe hUrud Shine 8 5 5.06 eee | 4 O00 14,848 + Se eeotole 24 , 220 cf bibs f 
8. Drugs, toilet articles 
and) Preparations cscs 5,725 3,752 + O17 55757 pte ila HORS 
9. Piece goods @esoer?e22328026900830 5,455 5,098 Ce ie aya sis 16,243 + Ye r8) 
is OUR EIWAYOS ./csans css ss ¢ 4,183 4,220 + O69 (8,405 8,124 - 3.3 
ll. Food and kindred products 7,939 6,536 -17.7 6,685 4,374 34.6 
12. Furniture (including 
mattresses and springs). 4,043 4,391 + 8,6 SSE SS) 115794 419.2 
Po, Home furnishings « <é's <0. 6 4542 6,830 + 4.4 20,165 Ze pL 98 +106) 
14. Household appliances and 
electrical supplies .... 3,469 5,833 *10.5 5,507 +26.95 
15, Hardware and kitchen 
utensils eoeoetveo oe eed 8 Oe 8 5,973 Oi, Olee + aaal , 0.9 
16. Radios, musical instru- 
ments and supplies ..... 2,247 2,018 eliza +30.5 
17. Shoes and other footwear. 7,598 7,489 +15.5 
18. Stationery, books, and 
THE MAT ANOSI s\shele:> ole sisters. fers 3,083 3 fo es 


19. All other departments, 
total @eoeceoeoovoeovo0ee 0280 G 0 & 18,422 20,000 


* Comparisons are based on stocks at the beginning of December in the two years. 


Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures. 


“sv zm 
‘ . 


10 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
January-December, 1948 and 1949 
These figures are estimates of total department store sales, 
SALES % Change, 
Department 1949/. 948 
1948 1949 
($000) ($000) fo 
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS .. 803 ,092 856 441 + 606 

1. Women's dresses, coats, 

SEER icuics ooles seh a2 95,200 105,290 oe 
2. Girls' and infants' wear. 30,595 eR AUG cal Saf 
5. Hosiery and gloves ....06 Cl ge Za too E20 
4. Lingerie and corsets ose SOSo7F 35,941 Bl eb 
De Millinery @2O9O7G0 OC KH9RZeG@ OHGCHGO 8,020 S96 + lleee 
6. Women's and children's 

apparel = (Total, 1-5) . 191,629 209,656 + 9,4 
7. Men's and boys’ clothing 

end furnishings 2.4066. 90 ,420 95,862 £36. 
8. Drugs, toilet articles, 

and’ preparations, .. es... 19,057 19,846 + 4.1 
Be BASCOM EOOIS 6 iwecbetecuse 57 5556 + 160,509 + 5.2 
10, Smallwares ...cssaceccces 20,955 26,411 + 1.8 
ll. Food and kindred products 65,186 56,861 -12.8 
12. Furniture (including ) 

mattresses and springs). 48,566 54,270 ae Gd 
13. Home furnishings ..cececs 61,164 64,285 + Og 
14. Household appliances and 

electrical supplies .... $1,135 37 5439 +2002 
15. Hardware and kitchen 

utensils FoF SFO FCOK KD BOO H Se 96,155 57,886 + 4.8 
16. Radios, musical instru- 

ments and supplies ..... 12,711 13,542 + 6,5 
17, Shoes and other footwear. 54,004 57,636 + 6.7 
18. Stationery, books, and | 

oS hi nn ie 14,262 14,880 + 4,3. 


19, All other departments, 
total Seseeceeeeoceeceeeseoe ayo ibys 107 ,358 412.6 


ll 


RETAIL FOOD TRADE 
Chain Stores 
Sales of Chain grocery and combination stores were 17% higher 
in December, 1949 than in December, 1948, Total sales were estimated to 


be $44,820,300 in December this year and $38,348,500 in the same month 
of 1948. 


= 


Estimated Sales % Change, 


December, 1949 
December, 1948 | December, 1949] December, 1948 


$ $ eo 


38,348,500 44,820,300 


Region 


CANADA o©028%°600000298000 


Maritime Provinces eccocose 1,907, 780 1,565 ,000 + 3.8 

PURUOC es clss ees see cca 8 : Ve bOo > DOO 8,755,600 +224 

OME MOG) 4oow bo OGh CRIOO COT 21,537 ,400 24,619,000 +1524 

Pranliue  MGoOvanGes! se. oe cle “102 ,600 5,008,200 icicle 

Syouieaneay CO wilete 45 Gen one 4,247 ,500 4,577,500 oe this! 
a 


Independent Stores 


Independent food merchants' sales increased 1% in December. 
Quebec sales were down 3%. Maritime and British Columbia sales were both 
up 3% while Saskatchewan and Alberta reported gains of 6%. Ontario sales 
were practically unchanged from Degember, 1948. 


Independent Food Store Sales in December, 1948 and 1949 


Estimated Sales % Change, 
= December, 1949 
December, 1948] December, 1949] December, 1948 ° 
pemnan r 


“—$ r 
78,498,600 


CANADA oon ee007899 60056 6 78,139,000 


Maritime Provinces ..coe. 9,003 ,100 9,300,200 308 
Hato Cleric his os Gist oe ed 28 , 233,200 27,527,400 Shy: 
Ghats weske) GoossoanobD Oooo ODS 24,714,900 24,640,800 =- 0.3 
Ma TOID Attest cette s/c ot scenetene cies 3,138,900 3,024,100 ao 
MAG LEGG OHO Wal lemeis ciatstctelerers' ons 3,065,100 3,242,900 + 5.8 
IMM GH oo OOD CO ODTOLnO UG 5,997 ,900 4,273,800 ae (Sist% 
British Columbia ...-.cc0¢ 5,985,900 6,189,400 + 3.4 


ao Was 
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RETAIL TRADE 


January, 1950 


The total of Canada's retail trade in January, 1950 increased 
2% over the same month in 1949. 


Motor vehicle dealers accounted for the largest gain, with 
sales up 36%. Garage and filling station sales were up 8% Coal and 
wood dealers recorded the only other substantial increase (16%). The 
three trades in the apparel group all failed to reach their January, 
1949 sales volumes; men's, women’s and family clothing store sales were 
off 13%, 14% and 14% respectively. Hardware stores reported the only 
other large decrease in January, 1950 compared with the same month a 


year ago (15%). 


Changes in sales volume in the different regions varied little 
from the overall Canada increase gf 2%, ranging from a 4% increase for 
Ontario to a 4% decrease for both Alberta and British Columbia. 


Tables showing the comparative results appear on the reverse 
side of this page. 


NOTEs This condensed summary of retail sales in January, 1950 replaces 
the usual monthly report on retail trade. Publication of more de= 
tailed information will be resumed in the Pebruary, 1950 issue, followe- | 
ing a complete revision of retail trade estimates. 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 


Frice .25 censs 


hall a 


ERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE © 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN KetALY Oe 


By Provinces and Kinds of Business 
(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


January, 1950 Over January > 1949 


Kind of Business Mar. Bro 
or Store CANADA Prov. Que. Ont. Man. Col. 


wee ee ee 


Total, All Trades .ecocoe| * lo? | = Oo9{F 125: 463 [4 (SS 1* Soe 


54 Yas} aca OBO 


Grocery & Combination o.ccc0c| * 203] = 5o8|* 2ol |* 309 |* 3.5 |* 5.8 
Meat cecciaccccocweccecsccccs| = 1e9| = 6.5 |* Opble Le2iienO woe) vee 
Country General .ccsocccesee| * 506] = 607 \= 569 l= 409 j= 2.0 |= 307 
Depertaent, bs <edees eds svese! > 104 (> =2Cus aol oie 3.0 |* Ss60)%) 520 
Variety 0s Giiet cscs sSeceeie| = S584) 752] = Be Oneie all panes 21209 
Motor Vehicle cocccoccesccce| P3601 | #2401/435.0 |t44.1 [45404 1455.8 
Garage & Filling Station .o./ + 7.5) = 6.2|/*22.1 |*+ 407 |= Soke | Phegk 
Men's Clothing cocccoccccece| L205 | =2509|—2906 |= 6.9 j= Bo2 |= Gol 
Family Clothing .ccocsceccoes| 15.6] = 7665|/=21 ,Gl-lle5 |= Gol |* 4.0 
Women's Clothing cooccecccee| 1506] # 9.5)-15.7|-18.5 |= 8.3 =10.9 
Sho) acess cccseds pose soceces| & 0.91 + Seki Oc0|= 2ed gem lace 


Hardware eooo002LHeL7OHL OHO eOCOOe =14,9 @15 4 @=10.2 =18.9 14.5 | =156 


Lumber & Building Material .| = 6.2] = 4.3/-12.0|/> 508 | (a) |* 7o4 


Furniture ccccscoscscvoeeses| = 9,2) 654/228 58)/% 55S p22es0nieoeane 


Appliance & Radio @e020000000 - Coo 14,7 =18.8 #11,.0 = 8.6 =1852 


Restaurant ©COLCCLOLCOOKCODOOOR0O ae jas @-10,0 = 469 + 1.4 = 30 4,7 


Coal & Wood @a2cr00% 02709000000 *16.1 *17.6 424.4 +136 *15.0 +402 


Drug ©eereoeoo0oOoe coo 0 FOO oOo ee eo 8 oO 8 


os 260 + 0.9 + 558 = 450 + ples ba = VES 


Jewellery (c) COLFFOLOCOL OOK DOO = cle) o 4.8 = 944 te PH f =11.5 +4030 


Tobacco ©2990 820 09200 C0OCOe20 00000 * S04 + 8.3 * 6.6 an 308 (a) -ll.1 


= 
opne = = = A o 4 2 a 214,969 hecd 


(a) Unchanged. (c) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25 
Tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in March, 1949. 
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RETAIL TRADE 


FEBRUARY 1950 


Canada's retail trade in February 1950 recorded the largest 
gain since April 1949, with total sales up 9% compared with February 
1949, 


Motor vehicle dealer sales played a significant role in 
this large overall gain, The extremely large sales increase (102%) 
reflects the very high sales of new passenger cars which accompanied 
the introduction of new models in the first two months of this year, 
when unit sales numbered 44,119 compared with 14,252 in the same two 
months a year ago, Garage and filling station sales were also up by 
a substantial 21%. With motor vehicle dealers' sales omitted, retail 
trade in February 1950 was virtually unchanged from February 1949, 


Coal and wood dealers reported sales up 14%, this large 
increase being accounted for by the generally colder February through- 
out most of Canada this year as compared with February a year ago. 

The apparel trades continued to record decreased sales volumes, with 
women's, ments and family clothing store sales off 9%, 12%, and 13% 
respectively. Consumer commitments for automotive purchases have 
probably caused some moderation in sales of other types of consumer 
goods, although much of the volume reported for that trade represents 
deferred cbligations. 


The decreases in lumber and building material and hardware 
sales (-8% and -9% respectively) may be related to a similar decrease 
in construction contracts let in January 1950 compared with January 1949, 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in February, 1950, replaces 
the usual monthly report on retail trade, Publication of more 
detailed information will be resumed at an early date, following 
a complete revision of retail trade estimates. 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section. 


Year's subscription, $2,00 


Grocery and combination store sales increased 5% 


Generally, changes in sales volume in the different regions 
varied little from the overall Canada increase of 9%, the one exception 
being a decrease of 1% in Saskatchewan, 


Cumulative sales for January-February 1950 were up 5% com= 
pared with the same period in 1949, Most trades showed changes quite 
similar to those reported for February 1950, 


A table showing the comparative results for February, 1950 
appears on page 3 and the Janwry-February 1950 cumulative results are . 
on page 4, 


A 


B 


Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


February 1950 Over February 1949 


Kind of Business Wes 
or Store CANADA | Prov, | Wee | Ont. | Man. 
fe | eek dh Gl 2% 

Total, All Trades ..cecce 8.9 | 412.7 + 6.6 +30.2 |* 
Grocery & Combination seecoe 5.1 pa 15) + 3,6 + 6.4/4 
Meat ceoccccccccccvcsevccres 1.2 | 412.8 | + 5.1 |+ 2.1 
Country General cocccccccce 165} = 2.5 |= 6.4 |+ 2,4 |= 
Department ceccesesressoers 021+ 0.7 | + 4.8 |= 3.8 |= 
Variety oe ceccvcceccccvcccce Oo4 |= 9.1 |= 5,6 /+ 5,4 
Motor Vehicle cecoccccecene +102,4 +] 45,8 +90.7 ;41142 |+64,8 
Garage & Filling Station .o. +20,9 | +16.3 415.5 +26,5 |+36,5 
Mente Clothing cccecocccecos -11.8 | -16,1 =16,0 |-13,7 |= 8.1 
Family Clothing .ecsccccoce -13,.1 | 2 5,8 | -19,2 |-12,6 
Women's Clothing ceccescoce - 868 | -14,5 | -21.8 |- 8.0 |- 
GHOST PR Use. Sethe vcs Sees Loy | TENN AL Gta ee E5)) 
Hardware eocccccsce cece cee - 92 “11.5 = 6.6 = 600 & 
Lumber & Building Material . = ToT “1704 “11.9 “16.8 
Furniture ececocecscscoeces ~ let} = 908 | = Se7 [= 1.6 
Appliance & Radio ceesceres + 9.5} ° 9.1 | 1001 #1605 + 
Restaurant eecccscrcccccocs = 19é (a) v 009 - 5.6 “g 
Coal & Wood cecccceescsercs 414.1 | + 765 | +2502./42109 nll 05 
Drug ceoececcecccessresc0ece = Vel| = 009 + 207 = 3.6 + Ze1 
Jewellery (6) ‘Seecsceseses + 4,0] +1005 | = 6.6|* 78 |- let 
TObAaCCO eocescccsevccccscos tees a a 24 (a) 
All Others €000900090900980 - 5.4; +1.6 |= alee + 1c 
(a) Unchanged, (b) Not available. (c’ Sales upon which comparisons are based 


include the 25% Federal Tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in 


March, 1949, 


PERCE 
By Pr 


GES 


inces and Kinds o 8 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


January~to-February 1950 Over Jan =to=Fe 
Kind of Business CANADA a Que, 
or Store es 
are a ai: Z 
Topal, ald. Trades... | + 5.2 | + 5.7 
Grocery & Combination ... | + 3.7 | = 1.0 
Meat secccccccscsccecsese | ~ 0.8 | + 2.4 96 
Country General .ooccecce | = 206 | = 406 1.2 
Department serceccecacse | * O68 | + Ook + 1,5 
Warioty’ Scctatctcetveoove| ©2530 [= 756 4.5 
Motor Vehicle .ecccescee | *6666 | +78,4 +496 
Garage & Filling Station. | +13.8 | + 5,6 +17.8 
Men's Clothing cecoscese | ~ll.2 | -19,7 = 5,8 
Family Clothing .eccccce | L304 | = 668 3.4 
Women's Clothing .cocccee | “10.8 | = 46 9—2 
SHOO | Gevessemcesccisas ces |O> Os7) leo lay: = 4,2 
HAYGWATO © gececccceseece | 71253) | =12,6 9o7 
Lumber & Building Material] = 7.6 | =13,0 1.9 
FUrNIVUTe” seeeeveccsesee |=: 456) | m12,5 =15,0 
Appliance & Radio .essoe | + 2,3 | —11,9 2.8 
Restaurant seecoseseseoe | = 109 | = 3,3 0.5 
Coal & Wood discs sclunes'ee’ |: t15,0 ) 422.5 2 al) 
DYES nie wee ome’ icles cee! | IEA — OLS 1,6 
Newollery | (GO) tesksiested {hte hs 228 7.5 
PAR COD Mi atl) sos fesin occ) |\\ Syl (a) (a) 
mee OGMO re: Gos sid stic goes = Seal pf + OF (a) 
(a) Unchanged. (b) Not Available, 


(c) 


Sales upon which comparisons are based 
consumer level prior to its removal in 


include the 25% 
March, 1949, 


% 


+.4.7 
-11,0 
- 1,1 
+ O42 
= 7.7 
+45,0 
+14,5 
- 1,5 

(a) 
= 9.3 
-10,.5 
~18.1 
+ 7.9 
=16,1 

(b) 
+148 
+25.7 
+-O.7 
420.7 
= 8,6 


=23,8 


me Wb se5 


+46,8 


|+ 3,2 


+ 6,9 
- 4,1 
= 5.4 
#10.8 


=11,l 


- 1.5 
+14,6 

(a) 
- 8.2 


Federal Tax levied 


= 4,4 
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RETAIL TRADE 
MARCH 1950 


For the second successive month, Canada's retail trade 
recorded a marked gain, with total sales in March 1950 up 7% com- 
pared with March 1949, However, this 7% gain was achieved as a 
result of large increases in only a few kinds of business, 13 out 
of 21 trades showing decreases in the month under review, 


The sustained high volume of new motor vehicle sales 
played a major part in the March increase, dealers! sales being up 
51% over March last year, Coal and wood dealers reported sales up 26% 
above March 1949, while other large increases were as follows: 17% 
for garages and filling stations, 10% for appliance and radio dealers, 
and 7% for food stores, Food store sales increased mainly on the 
strength of a 16% gain for chain stores, independent food merchants 
reporting sales up 3%. 


Apparel store sales did not respond very convincingly to 
Easter trade promotion in March 1950. Although the traditional 
Easter stimulus to retail business occurred earlier this year than 
last, all four of the apparel trades reported decreases in March 
1950 ranging from 2% for shoe stores to 17% for men's clothing 
stores. Department store sales decreased 3%. Jewellery sales were 
off 11%. 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in March, 1950, replaces 
the usual monthly report on retail trade, Publication of more 
detailed information will be resumed at an early date, following 
a complete revision of retail trade estimates. 
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Increases in sales volume in the various regions were 
quite uniform, gains in the Maritimes and British Columbia alone 
(13% and 4% respectively) varying appreciably from the overall 
increase of 7% for Canada. 


Cumulative sales for the first quarter of 1950 were up 
6% compared with the same period in 1949. Changes in most trades 
corresponded closely with those recorded in March 1950, with 
consumers spending more on motor vehicles and durable household 
goods and less on other types of merchandise than they did a year 
AZO o 


A table showing the comparative results for March, 1950 
appears on page 3 and the January-March 1950 cumulative results 
are on page 4. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 
March 1950 Over March 1949 


Kind of Business ont. | Men. 
to th 

Total, “All-Trades~......%% Go?) it- 268 
Grocery & Combination ....-0.° 8.4 a 7 od 
MOAT Secccencisccccesevecvece 166.415.2239 
Country General ee eee Besos te Wed 
Department wsrscsecveseseeses 4.9 |+ 0.3 
WarLeGGYy-<'s's cess so cewee gee see's 4.8 I= 3.6 
Motor Vehicle. csc wccesssvcces +38.0 |+86.9 


Garage & Filling Station ... 
Men™erCLOth ings oy siete ete: Nels 


Family Clothing e@eoeonoeveve0c 2 0@ 


Women’s’ CLOTHING” >... sie-0's 0s as 
Shoe e©eeoeoecoedveoveeteeceeovoenovoedvd eve 8 6G6 80 
Hardware eeeooea Cceaonue0n0eg0c00 86909 88 86 0 


Lumber & Building Material .. +15. 61027058 


POUT GOUT Ore otetgtete ete cketereretoreletetede 


Appliance & Radio ....cecereee 


Restaurant ..cccccccccccccccs 
Coad & WOO Bred. 2 obsess 0 ose 
DT UD Revols stele  sketeteleie |e efereislalsioleieiels 
Jewellery Sow ns htlal ot 


e : 
Tobacco oCeCe Ce HC eKDHFE2FF7HHHH HEE Ee 


fll Others! ‘Selah dB. Bek + 3.9 |= 604 |-1207 


(a) Unchanged. (b) Not available. (c) Sales upon which comparisons are based 
include the 25% Federal Tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in 
March, 1949. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 
January to March 1950 Over January to March 1949 


; : a J 
Re Rated buat si lela: beh 


% 
+16 .0, Riss 7 


+ 524) peee2u9 


Total, Alivtracesy ws sh se oe 


Grocery & Combination ....... 
NGG oo gee ees Sats se ethe te wees “S056 |, 2.64 1401) = O56) Sead 
COUNEYYVGSROPAY 46.0 lealn ec Saieieae “Keel |~.Gsl Wl ROek leeoe eae ee 
DOPALPUMENT: =.lew ceca ee widwle ele e ole |- 0.6 =O Selb ese |= moa 
NEPEOCYS isis wie ep ons Caes ec hawes =— O56 36 OMi~25 564 | 94, 5¢ cae 
Motor-Vehicle, 22%... cece sae see! (+57. 7°° | H6SGRN +5199 459.1. 164.57 
Garage & Filling Station ... 414.69 + 6.5 +1861 +16..6 AL 752 
Men teuCLocC hime, $0.02 ae «deo 2 3% “1530”, | S16..98)-1848- |=12650 |=.7.6 
PRMLY VOLO CRBS. wees eas : “12657 | 5 Oe POA 758r (99.65) 4555 


Wometcae Ciothine 4.2 ies. d Ta") |S S.5eh-bois {3056 “13.7 


HePpdware %.eia3.s Ateiee ee Genk “L0.5" |~.9.44)-)3%8- 1-22.6 J-11.4 
Lumber & Building Material .. “PBeD" 13,9 44-3055 1-15. oie See 


Burni tise shand<; «os Bae. oie «* [mi Sel") |e. 3.7) 8948+ |4) 309 Jagser 
Mppiience & Radio .§.%... 6%. ehh (F25Rie! |) 0825 Ph S38s 4152S l= 54 


POR GRMIRGNE - Senke oS ela oh Oh ie aelk ia! HLO.98|-BOL ls |= 2.5, j= oe 


OOGL MGR Tt. Gaede lek FBS +20.5 |+24.7 |+22.5 |+ 0.2 
Drug CEES SSE SO RUE eo OENE. OG: e whdreg =P 19 aS eco Deo P, Sel. 


Jewellery (c) Siw! go WOSera stb eevee ~Sed" PHIRI! |=290 9 |=. 3.6. |-13.1 


PRPEREOM ca oiteiine hes cnahan sell. HeSty red OF BLS? 11.2.4) fa) 


All Others wate oie © ee ote, 6% Cie. 6' stare ~Loa rT 5.0 ~ ele = 135 Le 2 et 


(a) Unchanged. (b) Not availabl 
A e. (c) Sales upon which is 
include the 25% Federal Tax levied a : nal eas a 


aS hee t consumer level prior to its removal in 
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RETAIL TRADE 
APRIL 1950 


Canada's retail trade declined 4% in April 1950 compared 
with April 1949, but total sales for the first four months of 1950 
increased 3% over the same period in 1949, 


Only two trades reported gains of any magnitude, A gain 
of 14% in motor vehicle dealers' sales was moderate in comparison 
with much larger increases reported for earlier months of the year. 
This result was undoubtedly affected by curtailment of distribution 
caused by a strike in the United States plants of one of the larger 
companies. Coal and wood dealers’ sales were up 40%, reflecting 
generally cold April weather in most parts of Camda. The slight 
increase in food store sales (+1%) was due to the marked gain of 7% 
recorded by chain food stores, Independent food store sales were down 
11%. 


Fourteen of the twenty-one trades reported sales declines 
in April this year compared with last, and in ten cases the decreases 
were in excess of 10%. largest among the decreases were those for 
family clothing stores (-19%), jewellery stores (20%) and women's 
clothing stores (-27%). All trades in the apparel group continued 
the downward sales trend which has been in evidence for some months, 
Department store sales dropped 10% from April last year, 


With one exception, changes in sales volume in the differ- 
ent regions varied little from the average decrease of 4% for Canada 
as a whole. Saskatchewan's retail trade declined 20% in April 1950 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in April, 1950, replaces 
the us.l monthly report on retail trade. Publication of more 
detailed information will be resumed at an early date, following 
a complete revision of retail trade estimtes, 
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compared with April a year ago, and almost all trades participated in 
this large decrease in sales volume, 


Cumulative sales for January to April 1950 were up 3% com= 
pared with the same period in 1949, In a number of trades, the April 
comparisons were considerably different from those shown by cumulative 
results, The following examples illustrate the rere tmportant of 
these changes, cumulative comparisons being given in brackets; coal 
and wood dealers +40% (+21%), motor vehicle dealers +14% (+41%), 
garage and filling stations +1% (+14%), and jewellery stores ~20% (=9%). 


A table showing the comparative results for April 1949 and 
1950 appears on page 3, and the January-April 1950 cumulative results 
@re on page 4, 


) 
| 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


PERCENTAGES CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 
April 1950 Over April 1949 


Br 


Total, All Trades ooo | 


Grocery & Combination oo 


Meat ccoccccvvccsr0s0000 
Country General .eccooe 
Department ..cceccesccce 
Variety cecosccocesesee 
Motor Vehiclé seccoccee 
Garage & Filling Station 
Men's Clothing ee0e000 
Fami'y Clothing oecscce 
Women's Clothing ccoccoce 
Sho@ seceosscvceceeccsee 


Hardware @EKOOKP®FOCOHOOSOD 


Furniture secccoscscccce 
Appliance & Radio e008 
Restaurant ,o00cececcccce 
Coal & Wood secoccecvce 
Drug ©0000000099090000 
Jewellery 000000000008 


Tobac@o ©6060000000000 


fe =| fe fe fh 
=20,1 = 4,0 ec 1.4 


= 6.4 |+.1.2. \-.0.6 


4.7 L1000 + 0,4 a 3.4 -10,2 =-20,8 = 8.5 ind 8.6 
“11.5 fll.2 |- 5.0 |= 9.4 |-17.4 -17,.6 “17.7 |- 4.4 


=-10.1 L12.6 = 7,5 |= 9.2 j-11.4  |=25.3 |-10.1 |= 6.6 


= 3.1 + 567 |= Get (+ 1.8 |=15.4 . |-14.6. |- 1.6 |= 9.5 
+157 Liat = 2,0 |419.7 |+52.8 |-17.6 |+22.2 |+201 


+ 0.8 #175 at: 9.6 ad Baul =15,0 14,0 11,5 + Gre 2: 


~14,7 res 21298 |-14.7 |-11.5 |=22.2 |-10.4 |-19.8 
1806 $20.8 |=18,5 |=18.0 |-32.7 @33,0 |=23,9 |+ 2.8 


2609 $13.9 |=262 |=28.8 |=39.2 |=26.8 |-25.9 |=-1726 


-13,4 5 9,7 |-12.4 |-13.4 |=29,7 |=28,6 = 3,0 |-15,1 


=15,6 11,8 |-138 |=13.6.|-22.6 |-31.8 |=13.7 |-10.1 


“Lumber & Building Materialle-l1.7 +18.0 |-15.4 |-1502 |-14.7 |= 6.6 |= 80 |+ 27 


=1lle3 + 666 |=25,0 |= 4.1 |=235.5 ("16,0 |-10.5 |= .5,0 


+ 1.3 416.7 |- 0.9 |* 9.0 |-14.3 (b) |= 3,0 |#41.5 


= 2.3 | (b) |+ 406 |# 063 |= 88 |= 6.0 |= 661 |= 3.6 
439.7 $1207 (430.9 |#49.6 [436.6 [454.8 |=14.5 [425.8 
=~ 367 +59 |+ 3.5 "|= 5.5 |= 3.6 |= 665 |- 4.6 |= 4.5 
=19e8 41651 |-20.3 |-26.6 [-15.8 |-16.7 |+ 94 |n14el 


+ 3,2 To4 |+ 4.35 |+ 6.0 |= 5.9 |=10,0 (a) |= 52 


All Others eeccocsecceos |= 6.9 Tet |= 1.0 iF 53 “25 9 ee = 5.6 Ie 4.5 


(a) Unchanged. (bo) Not available. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


January to April 1950 Over January to April 1949 


; Kind of Business 
or ore 

Total, All Trades wee 
Grocery & Combination oe. 
MEGt cevcccccsescececcece 
Country General sessccove 
Department sesccccccccoce 
Variety cescseccccccvccces 
Motor Vehicle © sccsesssecce 
Garage & Filling Station , 
Men's Clothing’ cesvsieess 
FYamdy Clothing Snletives 
Women's Clothing .eccecce 
NGO: | de%sip sresiere's oe worden 66 
Hi rdwa re COO CL Co Cee COLE 
Lumber & Building Material 
PUIUPSUTS Lig Hs 0 weuse'biece 
Appliance & Radio sesececs 
Restaurant 


@eoeeeseesen ee 


Coal & Wood 


@eesveeee oes ee 


Drug 


SSlCFSCHP SCOP OCe2eSeBR0080 


Jewellery 


@ecoretesteooee0e 


Tobacco 


All Others 


SlCeeeesesecseg 


(a) Unchanged, (bo) Not available, 


= 3.8 


- 4,0 


- 0.1 


Bre 
asks late. [Br 
% % % 
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RETAIL TRADE 
MAY, 1950 


The total of Canada's retail trade in May 1950 increased 6% over 
the same month in 1949. 


Fifteen of the twenty trades reported increased sales in May this 
year compared with last, an indication of overall strength in retail trade. 
Appliance and radio dealers recorded the largest gain, sales being up 25h. 
The motor vehicle dealers! sales increase of 23%, although moderate in 
comparison with gains in earlier months of the year, continued to reflect 
the sustained high demand for new passenger cars. Garage and filling 
stations reported sales up 11%. Food store sales were up 6%, due largely 
to the 16% gain recorded by chain stores. Fuel dealers' sales were up 9% 
over May of last year. 


Most sales declines were quite moderate, the 9% decrease in men's 
clothing stores being the largest. Jewellery sales decreased 54. 


With the exception of Manitoba, all regions reported gains in sales 
volume in May 1950 compared with May 1949. The 6% decrease in Manitoba 
can be largely ascribed to flood conditions in the Red Rivery Valley which 
affected retail trading throughout most of May 1950. Gains in other regions 
did not vary appreciably from the overall increase of 6% for Canada, and 
the Maritime Provinces led with a gain of 10%. 


Cumulative sales for the first five months of 1950 were up L% 
compared with the same period in 1949. The following are trades whose May 
results differed to some extent from the January-to-May comparisons, cumu- 
lative results being given in brackets: variety stores + 6% (40.5%); 
family clothing stores + 023% (-10%); shoe stores + 42 (-4%); lumber and 
building material dealers + 1% (-6%); furniture stores + 5% (-3%); appli- 
ance and radio dealers + 25% (+82). 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in April, 1950, replaces the 
usual monthly report on retail trade. Publication of more detailed 
information will be resumed at an early date, following a complete 
revision of retail trade estimates. 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


May 1950 Over May 1949 


Kind of Business 
or Store 


TOGA? ALT IFAGCB) 4s a1. ace « 
Grocery & Combination cecoooc 
Meat coocecvecsvcsccseosccocee 
Country General. .ceccoverscrces 
Department pescere tes ecenemae 
Variety ccocccccccrescoeccvcee 
Moto Venicle wee ececee cece s 
Garage & Filling Station ooco 
Men's Clothing ccoccsccocccece 
Family Clothing .occcceseee 00 
Women's Clothing .coccsccscce 
DNOG sicccerewccceecceconssses 
Hardware cosccccecccser0ec00d 
Lumber & Building Material .. 
Furniture .oocccscecccvceccecce 
Appliance & Radio .ecceceeseccce 
Restaurant os siceossoos ee sage 
Coal & Wood cosoeeccecccecoce 
Drug ceccccccsvcscvs0r0000000 
Jewellery coccocceecccovcccce 
TODACCO cococcccccecrceeeccece 
All Others ccocccccccccvccoce 


(a) Unchanged 


Maro: 


CANADA) Prov, 


% 
+6.1 
+58 
+0035 
=0 4 
42.2 
+601 


#2209 


#1009 


+ 6.7 


(b) Not available 


to 
+10.1 
+/ 261 


=10 oO 


Que. Sask.| Alta. 


% 
+79 
+78 


45038 


% 
=5,8 
+504 


20 AtS) 


(a) 


12.7 


Pi 


#5.0 


+20.0 


to 
+35 
#9.1 


#103 


+10.9 


4. 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 


By Provinces and Kinds of Business 
(Without Adjustment. for Price Changes) 


January to May 1950 Over January to May 1949 


ee | cml |e [oe [ow [ee [a 
rove 9 
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— TT es [ £1 et ALE | ee ee 


+ 
ioe) 
° 
ior) 
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Total; Ali-Trades (sy .i. es sc * SeT + 6.2) + S62) #555 | + OS] — 2.6 
Grocery & Combination eoc0e00 + 4,0 = 0.4 + 304 + 560 + 568 + Teo + 6.4 + Sel: 


Meat Lp ee ees mea = 1.5 = 1,9 + ol | 2) Ot -12.4 15.0 a Lee = 6,0 


Country General secoesccecscc| = 405 | = 5.6] = 409] = 207 | = 508| = 4.5 | = 505| = 3,3 
Department .eccecsevccccsecee| @ 202 | = Zool] + 0.5] = 205] = 401] = 7.9 |= 0,1] = 1.9 
Variety cocccccccesccccevcccc| * Ood | = 205| = 264] + 504 | = 9.6] = 6e8 | + 004] 10.5 
Motor Vehicle eccocccecsccccee| +5604 | 4507} #2705] #41.6 | 50.6) +19.7 | #27.1| 443.9 


Garage & Filling Station ..../ #11.5 | +18.7| #18.5| +10.1 | = 1.0| + 605 | 3.0| #162 


Men's Clothing ©CCOCLCEC SL COL2O9 #12.6 =14.8 =15.5 12.35 = Dol =10,] ra Ves -13.2 


Family Clothing ..+.cseesesi+| “1004 | = 7.9] @10.8| <-8,0| -1409|-219.49) Slee oem 
Women's Clothing .....s+.+.0.| 15.5 | = 3.9] =18.2| -14.5| -28.1/ -13.2 | -13.0| 14.9 
ShOC seeseseescccecsscceeceee| = 4ol | = 0.5| + 103] = 6.3 | -18.2] -22.9|+ 5.6] -1149 
Hardware ssessseccssscecsvcee| © 98 | = 509] - 4.9] -10,2] -15.7| -19.5 |- 8.9] -11.5 
Lumber & Building Material ..| - 5,5 | - 3.1] = 2.8| - 8.4 | -18.6| = 0.5 1 = 26] #a,e 


Furniture Ce cesccvaveeneccess | 1269 eo Le2 = 9,0 | + 149.) Loan poe Soo Gat Foe 


Appliance & Radio tesvecsucae | * 8,4 -10.6| + 6.0] +16.6 | = 8.8 (b) (a) + 2.1 


MOSbAUT ARE eresceeecesesessse| = lel | #8.3| s 144] = 0:7 | = 4,7) eto con eeeed eee 


Coal & Wood CCCOCH&F OC CLOeELEX50090 #19.7 #18.5 *#24.9 +22.7 + 37 #31.3 - ree a Son 


D C+’OS FL eC Oe os 
fas rosveesecesee | = LeB | = 15214351 | = 5,7) 5 2 eh eee 


J 
ewellery COSCO OS COOL ESe00 B00 — Vis = 0.8 =12.4 = Ded. =14.,1] t ES +21 .2 7 8.6 


Tobacco CC ooverseeTsecveseoece + 3 04 ~ ceo + ews sd At eo as = Teo * 5 = 6.5 


All Others Debt cP DARREL Sak. my 1.4 * Blige: to ORS + Oma =10.2 =-13.2 = hee5 = Bip: 
(a) Unchanged (b) Not available 
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RETAIL TRADE 
JUNE 1950 


Canada's retail trade showed a substantial strengthening 
during the month of June when sales for seventeen out of twenty-one 
trades combined to effect a general sales increase of 8% over June 
last year. Highlight of the June results was a 30% gain in motor 
vehicle dealers' sales, a reflection of the sustained demand for all 
passenger cars. Sales of lumber and building material dealers increased 
by 21%, reflecting the current activity in home construction. Appliance 
and radio dealers’ sales were up 18%, showing a slight moderation in 
comparison with the increase of 25%. Other notable increases were re- 
ported by garages and filling stations, up 14% and by grocery and 
combination stores, up 11%. 


Of the three sales declines reported, two were accounted for 
by clothing stores, sales of women's stores being down 8% and those of 
men's down 5%. 


All provinces reported gains in sales volume in June 1950 
compared with June 1949. Ontario and British Columbia gains were 
highest, both being 10%, while the Maritime Provinces’ gain of 2% was 
the most modest. Sales in Manitoba, showed improvement following a 
setback caused by the May floods showed a gain of 5% in June. 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in June, 1950, replaces 
the usual monthly report on retail trade. Publication of more 
detailed information will be resumed at an early date, following 
a complete revision of retail trade estimates. 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section. 


Year's subscription, $1.00 


Cumulative sales for January to June 1950 were up 4.5% 
compared with the same period in 1949. In a number of trades, the 
June comparisons were somewhat different from those shown by cumulative 
results. The two most important of these differences appeared in the 
lumber and building mterials trade, for which June sales were up 21% 
as against an "unchanged" result for the January to June period, and in 
the coal and wood trade which reported June sales up 9% as compared with 
an 18% increase in the six-month cumulative results, 


A table showing the comparative results for June 1949 and 
1950 appears in page 3, and the January~June 1950 cumulative results 


on page 4, 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE _ 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


June 1950 Over June 1949 
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By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 
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Canada's retail trade increased 6% in July 1950 compared with July 
1949. The increase in consumer spending has been distributed more evenly 
among the various trades in the last three months than was the case in the 
earlier part of the year. In the first four months of 1950 increases were 
largely confined to the automotive and appliance trades. 


The 29% increase in coal and wood dealers' sales was the highest 
recorded in July. Sales of motor vehicle dealers were up 27%, an indication 
that the pace of consumer demand for new passenger cars remained unslackened. 
Appliance and radio dealers reported sales up 18%, continuing the series of 
marked gains begun several months ago. Other large gains were those fors 
lumber and building material dealers, 18%; department stores, 11%; furniture 
stores, 9%; garages and filling stations, 9%; hardware stores, 6%. Six 
trades reported sales declines from July a year ago none of which exceeded 4%. 
The apparel group accounted for three of the six decreases. 


With the exception of Saskatchewan, all regions reported gains in 
sales volume in July 1950 compared with July 1949. The largest increases 
were recorded by Manitoba and British Columbia, sales being up 9% in both 
provinces. The Maritimes recorded only a minor gain ir. sales volume (0.3%), 
while Saskatchewan results indicated a 5% decline in sales. 


Cumulative results for the first seven months showed sales up 5% 
compared with the same period a year ago. Results for most provinces showed 
little deviation from the national average, though total trade in Saskatchewan 
was 2% below 1949 volume. Several trades showed distinctly different results 
in July than in the seven-months' cumulative comparison. July changes for 
these, with January-to-July results in brackets, were as followss department 
stores +11%(+0.1%); men's clothing stores -1%(-9%)3; women's clothing stores 
-3%(-12%); lumber and building material dealers +18%(+2%); hardware stores 
+6%(-5%); furniture stores +9%(-0.2%); jewellery stores +2%(-5%). 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in July, 1950, replaces the usual 
monthly report on retail trade. Publication of more detailed information 
will be resumed at an early date, following a complete revision of retail 


trade estimates. 
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By Provinces and 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 
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or Store Prove 
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RETAIL TRADE 
AUGUST, 1950 


Recording the largest gain since April 1949, Canada's retail 
trade increased 1% in August 1950 compared with August 1949, All prov- 
inces, and practically all trades, shared in this marked sales increase, 
reflecting the generally widespread upward swing in consumer spending 
apparent in August 1950. 


Outstanding in the August 1950 results was the 52% gain in 
motor vehicle dealers! sales, a further indication of the sustained de- 
mand for new passenger cars, Coal and wood dealers' sales were up 25%, 
the second successive month in which marked gains in sales were reported, 
Other notable increases were shown by garages and filling stations, up 
24%; lumber and building material dealers, up 22%; and appliance and 
“yadio dealers, up 16%. Grocery and combination stores sales were up 4 
substantial 9%. For the first time in many months, all trades in the 
apparel group recorded gains in sales volume, with the 9% increase in 
men's clothing stores being the largest, Of the three minor declines re- 
ported, tobacco stores 2% decrease was the largest, 


All provinces shared in the gains in sales volume in August 1950 
compared with the same month in 1949, Sales were up 19% in Manitoba, 
Other large gains were recorded in Alberta and British Columbia, sales 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in August 1950 replaces the 
usual monthly report on retail trade. Publications of more detailed 
information will be resumed at an early date following a complete 
revision of retail trade estimtes,. 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section. 
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being up 17% and 15% respectively. Maritime Provinces’ gain of Th was 
the most modest, 


Cumulative sales for Jdanuary-to-August 1950 were up 6% com~ 
pared with the same period in 1949, Results for all provinces, except 
Saskatchewan, deviated little from the national average, Saskatchewan's 
retail sales were virtually unchanged from the January-to-August 1949 
volume, Some trades showed distinctly different results in August than 
in the eight-months’ cumulative comparison. August comparisons for these, 
with January~to-August results in brackets, were as follows: men's cloth- 
ing stores +9% (-8%); women's clothing stores +8% (-10%); hardware stores 
412% (34); furniture stores +10% (+1%). 


A table showing the comparative results for August 1949 and 
1950 appears on page 3, and the January-August 1950 cumlative results on 


page 4, 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 3 


edie By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


August 1950 Ove 1950 Over August 1949 
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RETAIL TRADE 
SEPTEMBER, 1950 


Canada's retail trade recorded a marked gain of 9% in September 
1950 compared with September 1949. Eighteen of the twenty trades, and all 
provinces except Saskatchewan, reported increased sales. This was the 
second successive month in which results indicated overall strength in 
consumer demand. 


The 27% increase in appliance and radio store sales was the 
highest recorded in September 1950. The 26% increase in motor vehicle 
dealers' sales, although more moderate than some of the gains reported 
in previous months, indicated that demand for new motor vehicles was 
still at considerably higher levels than a year ag0. Jewellery store 
sales were up 18%, by far the largest gain reported for this trade this 
year. Other notable gains were shown by furniture stores and garages and 
filling stations, both up 16%, and by family clothing stores which had a 
9% sales gain. Food store sales increased 8%. Men's clothing was the 
only trade which has not responded to the more general upward movements 
sales being down 5% in September 1950. Restaurant receipts just failed 
to hold their September 1949 level. 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in September 1950 replaces 
the usual monthly report on retail trade. Publications of more 
detailed information will be resumed at an early date following a 
complete revision of retail trade estimates. 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section. 


Year's subscription, $1.00 


Sales were up 13% in British Columbia and 12% in Ontario. 
Other provincial increases were more moderate. Saskatchewan's 3% 
decrease was the only decline in sales volume in September 1950 compared 


with September 4 year ago~e 


Cumulative sales for January~to-September 1950 were up 6% 
compared with the same period in 1949. In a number of trades, the 
September 1950 comparisons were somewhat different from those shown by 
cumulative results. September changes for these,» with January~to-September 
results in brackets, were as follows: family clothing stores +9%(-4%); 
women's clothing stores +3%(-9%); shoe stores +8%(-1%); furniture stores 
+16%(+3%); coal and wood dealers +3%(+18%); jewellery stores +18%(-1%). 


A table showing the comparative results for September 1949 and 
1950 appears on page 3, and the January~September 1950 cumulative results 
on page 4. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAI£R TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 
September 1950 Over September 1949 
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or Store 
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(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 
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RETAIL TRADE 
OCTOBER, 197570 


Canada's retail trade was moderately higher in October 1950, 
sales being 3% above those for the corresponding month in 1949, 


Motor vehicle dealers reported the largest gain, sales increas- 
ing 22% Garage and filling station sales increased 10%. The 14% gain 
in appliance and radio dealers' sales, although more moderate than some 
of the increases recorded in previous months of 1950, indicated a con- 
tinuation of the strong consumer demand for this line of durable goods, 
The only other large gain was that reported by coal and wood dealers whose 
sales were up 10% in October 1950 compared with October 1949, Food store 
sales increased 2%, the smallest increase recorded since May. Most of 
this increase was due to an 11% gain in sales of chain food stores, 
Family clothing stores were the only ones in the apparel group to show 
increased sales volume, sales being up 4%. 


Other declines in sales volume were quite moderate, the 6% 
decrease in shoe store sales being the largest, followed by a 5% decline 
in hardware store sales. Variety store sales declined 3%, the first 
decrease for that trade since April 1950, 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in October 1950 replaces 
the usual monthly report on retail trade. Publication of more 
detailed information will be resumed at an early date following 
a complete revision of retail trade estimates, 
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Only in the Prairie Provinces did sales changes differ to 
any extent from the average result for Canada, Sales in Manitoba were 
up 6% in October, while Saskatchewan and Alberta reported retail trade 
down 7% and 1% respectively compared with October a year ago. 


Cumulative sales for January-to=October 1950 increased 6% 
compared with the same period in 1949, Ina few trades, the October 
1950 comparisons were somewhat different from those in the year-to-date 
comparisons, October changes for these, with January-to=-October results 
in brackets, were as follows: family clothing stores + 4% (-3%)3 
variety stores -3% (+3%); men's clothing stores “1% (-6). 


A table showing the comparative results for October 1949 and 
1950 appears on page 3, and the danuary-to=October 1950 cumulative 
results on page 4. 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 
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(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 
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RETAIL TRADE 
NOVEMBER, 1950 


The total of Canada's retail trade in November 1950 showed a 
marked gain of 10% compared with November 1949. This was the second 
largest increase recorded thus far in 1950, being exceeded only by the 
13% gain in August 1950. 


Seventeen of the twenty trades reported increased sales 
volumes. Outstanding among these was the 49% increase in motor vehicle 
dealers’ sales, an indication that consumer demand for new passenger 
cars continued to show strength. Garage and filling station sales were 
up a substantial 10%. Food store sales increased 9%, largely on the 
strength of the 21% increase for chain food stores. Other notable in- 
creases were reported by fuel dealers, which had a sales increase of 7%, 
and by department and country general stores, both of which had 6% 
increases. 


Only three trades reported declines in sales volume in 
November 1950. Jewellery store sales were down 8% and this was the 
largest decrease recorded. Of particular significance was the 6% 
decrease in furniture store sales and the fractional change in sales of 
appliance and radio dealers, results which may reflect in part the effect 
of credit control regulations which came into force in November 1950. 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in November 1950 replaces 
the usual monthly report on retail trade. Publication or more 
detailed information will be resumed at an early date following 
a complete revision of retail trade estimates. 
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All provinces reported increased sales volume in November 1950 
compared with the same month a year ago. The largest increases were those 
for Manitoba and Alberta, sales being up 14% and 13% respectively. Only in 
the Maritimes, where sales were up 4%, did results for other provinces vary 
to any extent from the overall increase of 10% for Canada. 


Cumulative sales for January~to-November 1950 increased 6% com- 
pared with the same period in 1949. In some trades, November 1950 compari-~ 
sons varied somewhat from those in the year-to-date’ comparisons. November 
changes for these, with January~to-November results in brackets, were as 
follows: appliance and radio stores +0.1%(+12%); furniture stores -6%(+2%) ; 
country general stores +6%(~1%); men's clothing stores +2%(-5%); jewellery 
stores -8%(-1%). 


A table showing the comparative results for November 1949 and 
1950 appears on page 3, and the January-to-November cumulative results on 


page 4. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
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(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Prowinces and Kinds of Businese 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 


January to Hovember 1950 Over danua to November 1949 


hr. 


$ 
+ 600|* 7.7 


Grocery & Combination 000 + 5,6 + lol + Sod 


Total, All Trades e000 ov 6.2 
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Coal & Wood 2280000000000 %15,5 + 1451 +1703 
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RETAIL TRADE 
DECEMBER, 1950 


Sales volume in Canada's retail stores increased 9% in December 
1950 compared with December 1949, making this the highest volume of 
Christmas trade on record. This was the second successive month in which 
retail sales showed a marked gain, 


Most trades reported increased sales volume compared with 
December, 1949. The 45% increase in motor vehicle dealers' sales was by 
far the largest. Shoe store sales were up 15%. Garage and filling 
station, and lumber and building material dealers' sales both increased 
12%. Other sizeable increases were recorded by coal and wood dealers, 
and family clothing stores (9%), food stores (8%), and variety, and country 
general stores (7%). 


Of three sales declines reported, the 6% decrease in appliance 
and radio dealers' sales was the largest. Jewellery sales decreased Am, 


All sections of the country shared in the large gain in retail 
trade in December 1950. Quebec and Manitoba showed the largest gains, 
sales increasing 13% and 12% respectively, Other provinces reported 
gains ranging from 6% in the Maritime Provinces to 10% in both Alberta 
and British Columbia. 


NOTE: This condensed summary of retail sales in December 1950 replaces 
the usual monthly report on retail trade. Publication of more 
detailed information will be resumed with the January 1951 bul- 
letin following a complete revision of retail trade estimates. 
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Sales for the full year 1950 increased 7% compared with 1949 
sales volume, Increases were much larger in the last half of the year 
than they had been in the first half, sales being up only 4,5% in the 
first six months of 1950. In some trades, December 1950 comparisons 
varied somewhat from those in the year-to-date comparisons, December 
changes for these, with January-to=December results in brackets, were as 
follows: country general stores +7% (unchanged); men's clothing stores 
*1% (=5%); family clothing stores +9% (-1%)3; shoe stores +15% (+1%)3 
appliance and radio dealers - 6% (+10%). ; 


A table showing the comparative results for December 1949 and 
1950 appears on page 3, and the January-to-December cumulative results 
on page 4, 
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PERCENTABE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Business 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


December 1950 Over December 1949 


Kind of Business 
or Store 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE 


(Without Adjustment for Price Changes ) 


January to December 1950 Over 
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or Store 
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